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BISHOPS SHOULD BE FAITHFUL AND broso, in golden cope and jewcled mitre, is  who, to tho honied whispoers of flattering cliques,

COURAGEOQUS.

Itis quite common, or: occasions of oréination,
to hear sermons in which are set forth tho ro-
quigites sad characteristias Lo bo looked for and
expected in the lives and ministries of Deacons
and Priests in the Church of God. But we do
not so frequently hear sermons setting forth
the characteristics which arc both requisite and
essential in the life and officin] ministries of
thoso who have been elevated to the high and
responsible office of Bishops in the Church. Pro-
bably the very best sermon on this subject is
tho one preached by the late Canon Liddon, in
St. Paul's, entitled, * A Father in  Christ.”
Another, very dillerent in some particulars, was
preuched by Archdeucon [Farrar, a few yoars
ago, in Westminister abbey. The newspapers
gave oxtracls of portions of it, and from them
we draw in part what wo huave tosuy on the
subject. The taithfulness of the Bishops in set-
ting forth their Pastoral Letter, a short time
ago, makes this a suitable time for us to preach
our little sermon,

Many qualifications should unite n the per-
son of the Bishop, but at present we will dwell
on only one or two. A Bishop should be a man
of undaunted courage. Scorn of mere passing
popularity should be among his first qualities,
The best Bishops in the times of persecution
wero invulnerable, because they sat loosc to
tho world and its intorests; because they cared
not for the world, or for what the woild might
say. When the percccuting Emperor Valens
sent his Prefect to threaten St, Basil, and was
met by a flat refusul of his demands, the Pro-
fect sturtea from his seat, and exclaimed, “ Do
you not fear my power?” “Why should 12"
asked Basil; “what can happen to me?”  The
Prefect answered, “Confiseation, banishment,
torture, death.” “Is thatall ?"" answered Basil ;
“he who has nothirg, bevond my few books and
theso threadbare robes, is not liable to confin-
cation; banishment ! how can 1 bo banished,
whon God is everywhere; torture ! that can
harm me only for a moment ; and death!is a
henefactor, for it will send me the sooner to
Him who I love and serve.” “l have nover
been addressed so by any one before,” said the
Prcfeet, « Porhaps,” replled Basil, “you never
met a Bishop before.”” Bishops, in these days,
aro seldom required to meet kings and rulers,but
would to God they all had the conruge to face a
false world, to tell the truth to false partisans,
to coufront the wild and cruel ignorance too
often seen in public opinion, to despise theroft
flatteries of an easy popularity, and to know,
by experience if need be, that Christ meant
something when He raid, ** Blessed are ye when
men rovile you for My Nume’s sake.”

Bishops are called upon by their duty, to ex-
coptional mo:al faithfulness, lo bo, as it were,
the embodicd conscience of the Christiun
Church before the world, That was a splendid
example set by St Ambrose. Theodosius was
a great, victorions, and, in some respects, good
Ii:nperor; but he had, in a fierco outburst nf
temper, let his soldiers loose into the amphi-
theatro at Thessalonica, and had slain some five
or s1x thousand persons, the innocent with the
guilty, in indiscriminate massacre. Courtiers
said nothing, the world said nothing, civil rulers
said nothing; but St. Ambrose stood forth like
the incarnato conscience of mankind, For eight
months he excluded the Emperor from the
‘Cathedral at Milan; and when he came, at
Christmas-tide to receive tho Holy Eucharist,
St. Ambrose met him at the door, und forbude
bim to enter till he had laid aside the insignia
of a guilty royalty, and prostrale with tears
upon the pavement, had performed a penance
48 public as his crime. Many persons have soen
Reuben's splendid painting, in which St. Am.

almost us magnificent as Theodosins himself,
The reality was no doubt quite difterent. Bat
Ambrose, in his simple dress and humble pover-
ty. was brave enough to tell the Kmporor the
truth, which may have been his salvation,
Well had it been for the clergy and the Bishops
of Kngland, if, in the days of the slavo trade,
and the days of the Gin Aets, in tho days of
the American revolt, and in thedays of factory
and other abuses, they, too, instead of torpor
and acquiescenco, had spoken in prophetic veice
1o the oppressor, and had rolled the thunders

-of tho moral law over theslumbering consciences

of men. Or take an ago of luxury, Read the
sermons of St, Chrysostorn, and soe with what
fidelity he dealy with wasteful extravagunee and
insolent display, while the poor were sufforing,
It cost him something; it cost him his home,
his Bishoprie, his peace, his health, his life, He
who, in this age, wou'd do such a work as
Chrysostom did in Ins, would have to live in a
humble, lowly fashion; he would be hotly hated
and ~uvagely maligned; but he might die as
that saint did, conscious that ho had done some-
thing worth doing in the world, leaving an
honorable name bahind Lhim, and with the words
“Glory be 1o God for everything” upon his lips,

Oneo more, lot us take the case 1n which the
Church herself has becomo corrupt, has fullen
into heresies and suporstitions; has forgatten
“ the rock whence she was Lewn or tho hole of
the pit whence she was digged ; " bas given her-
self over nnto will-worship, formalism and bon-
duge. To whom sbould wo look but tothe
Bishops to shuke otl thoinfluence ofcligues unl
factions, and, above all, 1o keep the streams of
Gospel truth pure und undefiled ? That was
what Athanasius did, In vuin he was denonne-
ed, banished, calumnisted with Joads of lies,
and hunted liko & partridge on the mountains;
in vain ho was persecuted by the Emporors
Constantins, Julien, and Valens; in vuin he was
attacked by apostatizing prelates and  their
priestly and other hireling; buat, in the fuco of
all oppasition, ho uphold the struggling banner
of the truth, on which he inscribed his now
famous flomoousion. In the Cuuncil of Rimini,
as St. Jerome says, * the world groiued and
found itseif Arian’; but Athanasius had tho
courage to stand aguinst the world. And to
him the whole Church owes a debt of gratitude
to-day, and has beon his debtor all down the
ages, for the firm; unflinching stand he took iu
defence of the unchangeable fuith,

We have had abundant evidence of late, that
thero is work of the same kind which true
Bishops, evon in our days are cuiled upun to do.
They are not to be cujrled by, not to tamper
with, not to be afruid of, those whoswerve from
the truth, or to be drawn aside by a secular
press, or to be influenced by whispering, intri-
guing fuglemon ; but to stand up, faithiulamong
the faithless, for the truth ot God, and for
the blessed Gospel of Jesus Christ. Yes, we neod
just such Bishops—and, thank God, we have
them, too —Bishops as brave as—Ambroso, us
self denying as Augustine, as fuithful as Chrys-
ostom, as courageous and true as Athanasius,
as large hearted as Leighton, as genlle and lov-
ing as 1{en, as virtuous and charitable as Berke
ley., We want to see our dioceses filled with
true men, not by party favorites vr narrow ecele-
siastics. We want sirong, manly men; men
who have in them somewhat of the prophot s
woll as that of the priest; men with the love of
God burning like tire on the altur of their hearts ;
men who are not afraid of toil, who love the
Church because it is the Bride of Christ, and
are not ashamed to speuak forit; monwho value
the Faith of Christ more than they do the
opinions of men; men whom the rich and the
insolent, when they do wrong, shull fear, and
to whom the trusung and the innocent shall
look for defense and love: men who will not
swim with the stream, but have fortitude to
breast its flercest waves when necessiry ; men

shall profer tho mountain air of truth, and the
beatitudo of malediction ; men whom God shall
konor by making bad men and horotics despise
them,

Such men will gain no honors from their copes
their nuitres, their titles, their incomes or their
palaces; but they will gain the lghest honor of
God, il they have the courage to scorn the se-
ductions of wounlth, whon truth is at stake, to.
defy tho rage of party, to rebuke the insolence
of unfuithfulness, to defend the woak against
the strong, to undo the heavy burdens and let
the opprossed go free. Such bishops are n bless-
ing in the Church of (rod, to whom vbedience
is betfer thun sucritice, and whose most accept-
ble service is love to God and love to man.—The
Church Advocate.

THE REALITY OF WORSIIP.

When the day comes that men believe honestly
and thoroughly in God the Ifather, ind Jesur

Christ, ITis Beloved Son, our Saviour, and the
oternal Life which is given to those who in
fuith scek for it, there will be two uses for
money : first in (he worship of God, second in
help to man.  When the day comes that Caris-
tians truly love God, and their neighbors as
themselves, there will be no limit ts the beauty
of worship and tae true charity of helping our
fellow men.  Tho loss of fuith and love bas been
seen in the burren accessories of the secular
worship of the lust centnry, Tho modern day
offering of roligion is hardly to bedistinguixhed
from the lecturo platform. A buro building, no
distinetive religious dress;, no altar, sccular
songs and  hymns, cheapness, meagreness,
poverty, not only in detail, but in the whole act
of worship, not worthy of the worship of the
God we serve.  Thore is a true dignity, o true
reveronce, a real grealness in true worship, 1n
every pluce where theso things are recnvered,
where, ~o far a8 we are able, wo can set forth
the glorious boauty and dignity of true wor-
ship, we are helping lorward thecause of Christ
and His glurious Gospel, wo are leading men
from the things of earth to the things of
1L avon. [t is the business of all Christians to
gee thut the worship of God shall be, so far as
possible, of that glorious order which pertaing
in the unseer vegions of the heavenly kingdom,
in which they dwell even horo. It is the busi-
nesx of all Christians, for the sake of mankind,
to see Lhat the beauty of holiness reigns in tke
worship of God.  lverything which cheapons,
lowers, or degrades religion, is against religion,
and is playing into the hands of tho forces of
unbelict and heresy.  Never bo afraid of God's
House being too beautiful or teo glorions;
rather be atraid of o poverty-siricken aspect,
which lowers men’s conception of the Kverlust-

ing Gospel.— Purish Noles.

Tur Tevprations or CLERICAL LiFE.—
Evory calling has its own peculiar temptations,
The clergyman is not exempt from his, In his
ordinary life ke is tompted to forgel tho value of
timo for which he is not called upou te account.
The Bishop of Algomu suys that it would be a
good thing if every prospectivo clergyman
could odtain a few yeur’s truining in businoss
habits, It would teach thom the value of a right
mothod, the way to use time to the beat advan-
tago, theneed of punciuality, and the danger
of procrastination. Good manners are a requi-
sito in Christian social life, and, aboveall, in the
clergy ; for manner, while it carries somo weight
with everybody, is the prime requisite with
many. But while manner has its proper place,
method is absolutely necessary for success,
Method or want of method in worl nearly always
marks the distinction bhetweon tho successful
and unsuccessful minister in the work of a
parish, The uso of right methods applies to
spiritual as wall as to temporal things, for order
is heaven's fivst law.—Selccted,




