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CHRISTIANITY AND POLITIOS,

The following paper was read before the Dublin
Clerical Society by the Rev. Canon Neligan, D.
D:

With the conviction that we live under the
laws of a just, loving, and allvise God, that "ail
things work together for good for those who love
Hinî,"and that as He reigns in heaven and earth,
He "will make even the wrath of man to praise
Him," we cannot allow any idea of failure in His
purpose to paralyse our energies. Pessimism is
antagonistic te a belief in any God, and is one
of the most disintegrating and destructive ideas
that can dominate an individual or a community.
l'he Churchl of Christ-"he flouse of God, the
pillar and ground of the truthi "--must fulfill the
purpose of lier existence and adapt ber functions
to the circumnstances of the age and sphere in
which sle is placed. Her assurance of a death-
less lease wili be in proportion to hier conscious-
ness of responsibility ; and lier remedial and
restorative power will be effective so far only as
she balances and harmonises the salvation of
[he individual with Ihue developmient of the en-
tire Clristian organization or " Churcli."

In Church life and wvork the love of self must
be equalized with [lue love of our neighibours, for
thoughi aci humîan link may be complete in
itself, it can be useful se far only as it is helpful
te the nature and numîbers of the other links at-
tached to it. Isolation, as a law of existence, is
an absurdity, and the liniting of Christ-force
and lire to the individua's religious safety is but
the baptisn of heathen self-concentration and
gratification into the Clurch of Himu wlho says
that "' love te one another " is the test and cre-
dential of His disciples.

Many of us know that human thought and
action too oftenî swing like [he pendulum. In
our carly days " individual salvation " was
pressed upon our responsive natures as the
Alpha and Onega of Christianity ; it was the
grand goal of nan's life on earth and in hîcaven.
This, however, was but a reaction fron the great
mistake of former teaching, whuenî " Churchiani-
ty " was considered as syniony'mous with Chris-
t1anity, and the " good Churchnian " was reput-
ed to be the ' good Christian." To-day there
is a new adjustnent of spiritual, moral, and oc-
clesiastical urganization, and tle happiest re-
sus wihl be securdti by those iwho study most
iiutelligenitly and patiently the mind and ivill of
Gud, and wî'ho, pereniated and invigorated by
he life and love of 1-lis eternal Son, consecrate

al their Divine-iuman life-force to thiat altruism
taught and exemplifted by the God-nian iwio said
" greater love bath no imanî than this, that aman
lay dowiin his life for his friends; " and "' ye are
My friends, ifye do whatsoever I conuand you."
In seeking te adapt our Chîurchism and Chris-
tianity to the environment of the presoent age,
the old principles about Revealed Truth nust
be accepted as sterotyped and una/terable.
Truth cannot be created by man: we mnay dis-
cover it, like jewels ; but it nust be believed in
as c/cin/. 'lie adaptation of Truth, and the
opinion and language in which it is clothed and
presciited te man, ought to vary in proportion
te the mental and monra receptivity of the disci-
ple. Our Master adopted various plans of
teaching, so must we ; therefore uniformity, uni-
versal and perpetual, wIiether of the Anglican,
Greek, or Roman type, is a dream, and the
sooner the Cluorcli of Christ substitutes for it
"Unity in Him" as the pivot of Christianity, and
assenuts to that variety which is both essential to,
and evidential of, healthy life-forco, [ho sooner
wilL the CIatholic Clitirch "worthily magnify His
Holy Name."

'Tle literary facilities of our age-" knowledge
running te and fro "-by ncans of a cheap press,
cheap mnstruction in 4riminary schools, cheap il-
lustrations, and above ail, never-ending " ob-
ject lessons " in the lives and habits of all the
classes of the social world, have quickened the
iwtelligence and perceptive, faculties of the

hitherto obtuse classes. The result has been
the strong accentuation of unpleasant contrasts :
rankling feelings of envious anger and a danger-
ous rumbling, such as may precede a terrible
social uphenving.

If a wedge be ivrongly inserted in the social
body, so that the cleavage will be lateral instead
of vertical and upraising, the iiischief accruing
may be irreparable. Now the Church of Christ
in ber morally antiseptic and illuminating func-
tions, must try to hinder the miseries conse-
quent on sucli a mistake. Her primary func-
tion may be and is individualistic, but not with
the idea of finality, for individual salvation is but
a means to an enad. She must develop lier work
first into that of co-operation and then that of
social grouping. She is not te teach the indivi-
dual that his own welfare is to be the end of bis
life-quest and ambition, and that having drawn
a draft on eternity, he can spend his life-powers
on self-easo. Such teaching leads surely to the
hatefu! censoriousness of a mere critical and de-
tective religionisn, and te the false, illogical,
and unnatural conclusion, that our to-days can
be divorced from our yesterdays, and that our
characters in eternity will not be " watoernarked"
by our conduct in time,

Another thought seens to urge too nany
Churchmen into a questionable attitude relative
to the world, i. e., the atteipt te make the Church
nearly, if not altogether, synonymous with civi/i-
zation. Nowr the life of the Church of Christ is
not the result of more human evolutionî, but of a
suf/erluman force and lare' originated by God
Hiniself, and grafted into the olive tree of the
human race. In ail our estimation of the forces
at work on carth, the awful factor of the disease
of sin nmust be reckoned with. Evolution and
moral development may be dreamt of for a race
or species unaffected witlh this virus, but when
conscience collides with passion, and will is found
te be in a state of paralysis, civilization as a
humnan evolution is but a sorry burlesque of intel-
lectual and moral harmony. 'le history of the
most civilized nations of the pas t ilLustrates the
inferiority of civilization as a potential and con-
tintions factor in the uplifting of the humain race.
'l'le United States, the North-West and South of
America, and South Africa, attest by the discov-
cry of pre-historie and historic remains oh cities,
to foreior ~but vanislhed civilizations. Ancient
and interesting are the cvidences of the Jnca's
civilization in Peru and the Aztecs in Mexico
grandly suggestive in that of Grecce and Roie
but all fade into insignificance with that ofEgypt,
whose pyranids represent a civilization even
recort when compared with that of previous cen-
turies. Yet where are noiw tlie magnificen sym-
bols ofkingly and priestly intelligence and power?
Wlhere the exquisitely adorned and gracful]ly
proportioned temples ? Where the literature?
Where the evidences of governing power? Does
it not look as if in national civilization, as well as
in the life of the individual, there is ever coincid-
ent iith the birth, the germ of the death ? In
every nation the " lchabod " of decay seems to
have been inscribed on its pillars in its highest
prosperity. No nation bas yet succeeded in
blending the incongruous elements of " the clay
and iren " of Daniel's vision imto a permanent
whole. If then this principle-the inerent ele-
ment of decay se visible in civilization--can be
deduced froin the facts of history, does it seem
probable that ire shal succeed in inducing men
te believe the exact oppiosite, naioely, on the one
band, that the civilization of the nineteenil par-
takes of more noble and permanent elements than
that of bygone centuries ; or on the other hand,
that by dovetailing 19% ci«lization of the world
and that of the Churcli, the lines of difference vili

tade away, and that on these lines " the king-
doms of this world " will becone the kingdom of
God and of His Christ? 'ie answer is obvios,
for, apart fron ail the lessons of past history, the
teachmîg of our Master is opposed to it-for He
says we are te be " in the world " but not " of
the world," that "le who is a friend of the world
is an enemy of God;" and St. Paul says he was

"crucified unto the world and the world unto
him."

With such teaching as this before is, it does
not seem unreasonable te conclude that there
must be a terribly preponderating materialismu in
millions of men, who, knov not God, and are
therefore anti-Christian, but yet civilized, respect-
able, educated, and self-directing. These me
are not in the " Clurch" of Christ, thougli tlie
may fall in with many of lier services, and they
are not te Le considered for a moment as real
Christ-bora men.

Again, we are not to mistake " National Church-
ism " for real and true Christianity. Nations,
and the Churches of those nations, have risen and
fallen as we have seen; but as the element of con-
tinuance is pronised only to the " Church of
Christ," the " nationality" of any Church, though
desirable, must be considered as accidentai anti
not essential. Our own Church of Ireland is an
example of this distinction. She was never so
spiritual and forceful as now, when the State lias
pillaged and disowned her; although is lias for-
merly used ber so ostentatiously as a political en-
gine, that xc majority of Ireland's sons have
identified ber with English politics, and have de-
clined t o be baptised at lier fonts. Nor is the
Church, as established by Christ, to ally herseif
through her clergy or any part oflier ecclesiastical
organisation with any oe particular formi ofgov-
ernment, monarchical or republican, or wuith any
particular poltical party, so long as tho defadft.
governnent rules rightly for the welfare of all A
usurped authority, or an authority acting wrong-
]y, ought not of course to be sanctioned by either
clergy or laity. But we have our Lord teaching
obedience to the defacto goverimentof His day,
even though it was that of inuperial Rome, whicl
afterwards delivered Hu to be crucified. He. as
became a good and loyal subject, dechined to be
a judge in matters of property, and even arranged
that both He and His disciples should pay thei
taxes. Further, He never opened direetly a prison
door or set a prisoner frec. The Apostles always
inculcated the saine principle.

On reflecting over the teaching of Chirst antd
His Apostles, I have decided that a clergynian
should not use his clerical office for any political
purpose or party, thougli in his capacity as a citi-
zen he ought always to exercise bis privileges of
voting. It is further objectionable for Uie Church
te interfere with the civil power in tho execution
of its own systen and laws, or at any time tograsp
at secular goverunient for Church purposes and
ends. The " law officer" lias his own work to
do as " a Minister," te punishi " the evil doer and
reward thiose who do well." Iu this position h
is one of God's subsidiary agents, and ought te b
recognized as such by every Christian man. But
ho can oIly take cognizance of facts as related t
transgression of the existing law. He cannot mii-
trude or teach in the domain of Christ, for ail thu
laws of civil governiient can merely securo a
minimîncumofmorality. Civil law begins with ' tAl
do," then iwarns "you had better," and last in-
sists, withi threat of punishiment, "you must " or
" you shan't." Whereas the Christ principle is--
(r) "you ought," (2) " you can," (3) "yenI"
because, in His aim te conforni us to His own
likeness, and thereby secure in our lives a n
mun and not a mere minimum of morality, le
"iwrites His laws in our minds and in our hearts.,"
and works by His Spirit in us " te will and to do
ail things through Him who strengthens ils." A
state or a nation lhaving necessarily " tares and
whieat " in it, cannot impart strength for morality.
but the Church supplements the deficiency of the
State, and, by appealing to other and higher mo-
tives, and conveying as God's medium, requisite
belp and strength, secures regenerated life and
sanctification in lier members;

The world's morality, having no fixed basis of
origin and no standard of permanent utility, nust
vary according te the world's expediency. Its
movemîents of umorality can only Le horizontal on
the plane of the earth's surface and for the nere
convenience of some presert phase of public
opinion as expressed in some laîrs and customis,


