TBEREFORE f WILL N(l’l‘ BB l\EGLXGENT 1‘0 PUT YOU AL\VAYD ll\' RBB(LHBRAK\CB OF THRbB TR!X\G:, rnouou YK l;\u\f
: THEM AND BE ESTABLISHED IN THE PRB&ENT TRUTH.——- PE'NLR 5, 12,

P

Original ‘Poetrp.,

For tfli'e Church,

* The people which satin darkness, saw great light: and to
them which sat in the region and shadow of death, lxgbt is sprung
sp."—MarTHEW, iv. 16.
Deep fixed in gloom, behold the human race
Strangers and exiles from redeeming grace :
Dark superstition spreads her mystic veil,
And thousands sit within destruction's pale;
No glimpse to them of future joy appears,
No light to cheer them through this vale of tears;
No heavenly home beyond the chilly grave,
No hope to comfort, and no grace to save.
To heathen gods, they costly temples rear,
And daily mockeries are offered there;
While nought but death-and darkness lies withia -
These pamted sepulchres of guilt and sin.

Forth through the gloom of this unbounded mght,
The * Star of Bethl:hem” beams upon the sight! -

A glorious berald from the realms above,”.

1t ushers in the reign of peace and love!: :
The * morning stars” their sweetest strains employ.
The *sons of God” exult, and'leap with joy.

A Saviour born the cherubims "ﬁroclalm, -

And heavenly seraphs echo back the name;—

A Saviour promised since the world begen,

To bear the sins of lost, degraded man.

Lowina mangerhes his-infant head

Angels are minst'ring around his bed :—

Euarth's great philosophers together bring .

Their coslly tribute to the new-born King;

‘Fhéy bow the knee, they breathe the fervent prayer,
They pay their vows, aud burnebly wonhlp tbere

Soon on the work, for which his father sem. ,
His thoughts, his soul, his energies are hent ; .

- He wanders ceaselcssly from place to place, -
Froclaiming life to Israel’s fallen race,
At his command the blind recejve. their sight,
The poor are comforted with. .Gospel light ;
At His command the dead are raised to ife,
The winds are hushed, the blllowe cease their strifa ;—
The sick; the lame;, his mercies each*display;
And devils fearing, tremble and obey. ..
He thirsts, he lmngers, in another’s stead
He *“hath not where to lay his kingly head.”
He groans inagony. he yields his breath, -
To ransom sinners from eternal death.
His final prayer, his enemies in view—
“ Futher! forgive, they know not what they do!®

He dies, and lo! the sun isveil'd in gloom,
God's holy prophets issue from the'tomb ;

The temple s veil is rudely rent in twmn,

And nature. trembles for a Saviour slain;—

He sleeps in death for those he loved so well, .
Hae liv es, to trmmpb over death and hell. o

Now on the wmds the gladd’nmg lmpulee eprmge.
Love in its Aaspeet, “ healing on its wings:"
Tidings of joy now speak to every land,

And earth- proelalms the'working of bis band
Like * dew.on Hermon” seasonably shed,

Or preclous ointment poured on Aaron's head.
1t spreads, invigorates, refreshes all

Within the circle where its blessmgs fall.
‘Behold its conquest over earthly lust,

See gods and idols crumble into dust ; ;

Each pagan mystery, each heathen rite,—
Al are dispelled by its pervading light.

Now mark the sound that swells upon the ear,—
Thousands. proclaim and echo, * God is here.”

Up to theskies unnumbered voices. raise

A mmgled ‘harmony of solemn praise. . -

Nations sud kmgdoms, prostrate at hla throne,

Confess Jesovan to be God alone, -+

Wide o'er the world’ extends his vast do‘mam, C e
A holy, boundless and eternal reign!- N R H :

* Yoronto, 20th f‘é_brdar}, 1838. P
MR. SIMEON’S TEA-PARTIES AT CAMBRIDGE.* -

The report may have reached you, that our dear: father' in
Christ was in the habit of receiving at - his - rooms, on- Fnday
evenings, those members of the umvemty who might be ' desi-
rous of profiting by his valuable. instructions. Such practical or:
critical difficulties as “had: been: met> with during the' precedmg
week, in the course of private study;or in social intercourse with |,
Chnsuen brethren, were brought by-us gownsmen (o the Friday-
evening lea-party, to be propounded to Mr. Simeon. And al-
though 1 fear.that, in some instances; those who were. yreeem
abused the privilege afforded - us;: and asked - ¢ foolish and: vain
questions,’ for the purpose-of duplaymg their own wit and cle-
verness of parts, and, perhaps, with the mean hope of being able}
to say, ‘I have puzzled Mr. Simeéon’—I eey, though it- is:to° be:

regretted that some, towards the lattér:part of his life, tookdis- |

honourable advantage of his: 1mpalred faculties,  and : went’ only
with a view .to entangle-him -in his: epeecb—-yet miuch do'I- eri{’
in judgment, if many .will not have occasiop'to ‘praise God with | -
cternal praises for benefits received: et those - :mportant and int
slructive: meeungs o §

1 must bring you, then; into Mr: s:meone audnence:chember
where my mind’s :eyo sees him- scatéd on'a’ high: stobl 8t the
right-hand side of the fire-place.: Before hint are’ the~benclies;
arsanged for the occasion, occupied: by his * visitors, - Eveén’thé
window.recesses are furnished with:seats, -which;, *howeve‘r, aré
uzually filled the- last, nowuhstandmg the repea(ed am(rdueee

¢ Commumceud lrom the Cbmmn J’ournal bye eormpondedt
who was present on the interemng ooaﬂon bere deserit e

ceeding ; but it was most kindly provided by our. dear. friend,
' .. | conduct? .. - i NI
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of our venerated friend, somewhat humorously éxpressed, that he
has taken speciul pams' to make the windows air-tight, and bas
even put the artist’s skill to the test with a lighted candle. ‘1
shall be very glad,” he would say,* 1o catch from you every cold
that you catch from the draugl\xs of my ‘vindows.’

At the entry of each gownsman he would advance towsards
the opening door, with all that suavily and politencss whleb you
know he possessed in a remarkable degree, and would eordrally
tender his hand, smiling and bowmg with the’ accomplished
manners of a courtier: and I assure you we deemed it no small
honour to have had a hemy shake of lhe hand, anda kmd ex-
pression of the looks, from that good old man.

If any stranger  Was introduced ( him at these mee(mgs, he
would forthwith - produce his Imle pocket memorandum-book,
and enter, with due ceremony, the hame of his new acquaint.
ance, taking care to inquire his college, and eueh other matiers.

as he deemed worthy of bemg reglstered Somenmes, too, l:e'

would comment in hxs own wey, upon tho name he was wri-
ting, or make some passing quaml remerk wh.ch would put us
all into & good humour.

As soon as the ceremony of ml_gducuon was concluded Mr.

-} Simeon would take possession’ of his-accustomed élevated seat,
"} and, gathering up his feet till they rested upon one of the htgher

bare under the stool, would commence the business of the even-
ing. :I'seo him even now, with his hands folded upon his knees,
his head turned a little to one side, his visage solemn and com-
posed, and his whole deponmem suchas ‘to command attention
and respect. - After a pause, he.would encourage us to propose
our doubts, addressing us in slow, and soft, and measured ac-
cents :—* Now,—if you have any quesuon to ask,—1I shall be
happy - to hear it,—and to: give ‘what assistance I can.’ ‘Pre-
sently one, and then anolher, would venture with his interroga.
tories, each being emboldened by the. precedmg inquirer, till our
backwardness and reserve were entirely removed. In the mean-
time, two waiters. would be. handing.. the tea te the company ;
a part of the enlenammem which the most of us could have well
dispensed with, .as it somewhat - .interrupied the evening’s pro.

who was elways very eonssderate of our comfort and ease.

It is my purpose, if you will so far indulge me, to give your
readers the substance of some conversations which took place in
Mr. Simeon’s rooms, on May.3, 1833. This. was the most in-
téresting and solemn Friday- evemng ;meeting that- I ever at.
1ended. . I never saw the holy man’of God more full of the, spirit
of his. Maeter. Ris. woids.were distilled as- honey, fro ghi

llpe ‘at laast they were very - sweet (o’ my tasto ;:and, (beu‘;ea-~

vour, I trust, I have still retained, - On that memoroble evening,
such a deep sense of lm own.unworthiness rested upon-his soul,
that he was low in self:abasement before God. All his_lan.
guage eeemed to be, ‘Lord, Iam vile;’ and his very looks
spake the same.

While the. 1mpress|on was fresh and vmd upon my mmd l
wrote down his observatlons, on leaving the - 100m, as; correclly
as my memory: would allow. In order to be concise, I shall give
them as proceeding _ directly from his mouth ;. together with'the
questlons with: which they orngmated By: this. plan, you will
be.able to see in what way these meelings were conducted. ;

. One asked, * Pray, sir, how.do_you understand Romune xi.
321' The. pmago was turned .to, end, after.a momenl’s consi:

1 deration, lhe reply. was given, to, (be l'ollowmg effect:—. . .

* All men have #inned :-and there:i is but-one. way of salvation
"or all.. Bdth Jews and Genules must look for merey only in the

free grace of.Gorl - by Jesus. Christ; - Deep ‘humiliation-is. what |

most becomes guilty rebels. Having no hope . but in the mercy
of.God, we'should approaeh bim us Benhadad. appronched king
Ahab, with sackeloth., on..our. loins-and. ropes upon- our heads:
and our. Ianguage .should be that of his servants, * Behold now,
we have heard that the kmgs of the house of Israel are merciful
km 8.

Aggam when he euupec(ed that nny of his hearere were de-
elroue to draw him upon. controverted ground, he would: soon put
anend to their design by a short and pithy reply. Of this, the
followmg is an instance, which occurrcd on the same evenmg —

~'* What does the apostle mean, sir, when he says, in 1 Tim.
iv. 10, that God * is the Saviour of .all men, epeemlly of those
that beheve'l”’ _ T REr

- Me.; Sumeon replied : ¢ Of oll potenually, of them thet be.
lieve, eﬂ'ecwally. Does that make it-clear. to-you? Then,-to
render the subject precueal be added, ! Faith is a elmplo appre-
hermon of Christ. . It is not merely.believing. that he is the Sa-
viour of the world ; but it is belxevmg in him’ as peculiarly suited
to our own mdmdnal cases. - It i is-not the’ eaymg‘, ‘Oh; now:1]

see.| am: (o be saved in this way, or.in . that way :”this, o far | -

as it goes, is very. ‘well: but the' gospel - simply. declares, ** Be-
heve on the Lord. Jesus Christ, and ihou shali:be saved.” -
b What, sir, do you comlder the prmclpal merk of regenere-
uon LT

8 Tho very ﬁret end mdupeneeble elgb is eelfloalhmg end
ebborrenoe.» Nothing short of this can be  admitted: as - an. evi-
dencoof a real .cbange. . Some  persons inquire; * Do you hate
what you once loved, and love what you once hated 7', But even
tlue mark cannot be 80-surely relied-upon- es ;the-other.- I- have
coneumtly pressed thu lllbjéﬂ upon my congregation; and: it bas
been the. eharaeterls'lo of: my, ministry. - I want- 10 seemore of
this humble, contrite, broken spirit amonget us, It is‘the very
spmt thet belonge ‘to_self. condemrled sinpers; . -Permit:meto ley
this mener near your heam. ‘Take; (homo with you ‘this. ‘pos-
eaga' 6 Then ehell ye remember your ¢ ownevil- wayernnd fyour

. doxoge lhet were not good,and-shall loathé yourselves :in your

‘ved on his death-bed, ¢ | have:

| [No.,ki,_Q N

s

own sight for your m:qomee ‘and for )our ebommmmne ,” and
to-night on your beds, o¢ iu the ‘morning, meditato thus wnlnn
yourselves: * Loathe T—why if I loathe cnd abhor any thmg.l
caunot look upon it wuhout dnogw The very sight of it givea
me great pain aid uneasmess. l'wrn away from it ns from
somelhmg aboninable and hateful. Have I ever thus lou(lled
and abhorred myself, ot the rcmembrnuce of my iniquities and
abominations Y’ This sitting in the dust is most pleasing to God.
Whea we cmry otr lhongh!s to heaven, and consider what is
going on in that blessed regaon. we behold angals and archan-
gels, throwing ilikir ctowns at the feet of I:[yn ihat sivteth upon .
the thians, in whose presence | the cherubtm venl 'their faces with
lhelr wihgm I have been into the' compnny of religious profel-
sors; and have heard ‘many oordt Aabaut relugxon but . guo me
to be with a brolren-hear(ed bbrmhn, and I'prefer his aocioty t0
all the rest. "In'these deye there isitoo much of mllmng about re-
ligion, ‘and too lm.e of relnguon nmll‘. On this subject, I remem.
ber having read a passags in i _ lll'e of o pious man, who obser:,
met' with many who can” talk
about religion—with - fow w| xpevienco: kecps pace with
their talking. . Permit me‘egﬂﬁi@le ,.‘tlyil*immrlanl subject bo- -
fore your consideration. ‘And that you may 'be ablé the béfter
10 puraus it, and properly -to enter:into it, allow me (0 stutoig
you, what:have somatimes been my feolmge while seated:-in‘thin
chair by myself, shut in with God from the world arounu ‘mie,
I have thoaght thus within.myself in tay retirethent: I now Jook
around-me, and behold this apartment; 1 see that all . is comfoti -
and peacz about me. ¥ find myeelf with my God; instend of be-
mg ‘shut up.in an apartaient in hell, although a-. hell-deservlng
sinner. . Had I suffered my deserts, I'should have been in thoss -
dark 'abodes of. despair and. anguish. . There1 should: han
thought of elermty.—-—elernity l— witheut hope of eacape or're-
leage.  From all.this I am delivered by the grace of God; tbougls
I might bave been cut off in my sins, ﬁﬂy»l‘our years:ago
While . engaged in these thoughts they sometimes ‘overpdwee
me. Were I now addressing to you my dying words,:1:'should *
say: nothing else but what:l:have just said.'Try tolive in this -
spirit of aelf.abhorrence, and Iet it hnbnua]ly mark your lsfe and

¢ Sir, will you be so kmd asto explam Mu(lhe\v xi. 961’

~*The revelation: which God has: given ‘to-man- is précmly
such as he required; :it is:not intended to'be a sobjcet of epecu-
lation ; nor does it admit any scope for the exercise of an un:
govemed imagination. - Faith-apprehends what: ‘renon caRnot
comprehend “The distinguishing mark-of the:véligionof Christ _
is its nmpllcny, oud jts suitableness to the’ conduldm of ail: :men,
whelher rich or poor, wise or nnlearned At the: umo llme, is .
humblmg: truths are offensive to the wise In !helr own:éohceits.
These moy: be able to talk about it; and‘ wriio about ity ond ley
down an.exact.system of religion ;- idt atill:their conoeptlom of
it are. confused and indistiact:-~ It is-just like giving a pereon o
ﬁne .and :laboured description::of some boautiful-scenery, or of -
some magnificent bulldnng,—ng # College; for. lmtarleo,—-nnd
ﬁllmg bis“imagination: with crade idens. - Such  a: person; be: he
ever-so0 learned. and - clever, cannot- éomprehend the ‘object™s0 "
clearly as the poor ignorant man who- hes it- placed immedihtoly -
before his eyes.: Were an angel- from: heaven 0 deecribe the
propemee of honey to an individual who had never seeh or luted
any thiog: fiks. it, this - individual - would not concoive of - lt 0
justly as_the little ;child . who has tasted it : althoiigh-the ’pld
might be quite unabls to: communicate (o olhm what i¢ (osted
like. .. Bring a. wise man: and: ani: rgnoram man: mto this
and tell:them bothithat the:bouse is on firo’s"1 trow thejgnorant
man would:know how.to- make ' his escape quite a8 well ‘08'the
wise man.::I¢ is’just the same in'mafters of: whgion. Wo :ﬁun
all forsake cur own wisdom:and: eoncen, and st00p- (0 entef ‘it
lbe strait gate; we must become erlmle babes, - if we' would bé
saved; . Many:are the ways_in. whicli: men' erideavour to: uoid
this humility of kiéart, by. mbsmmmg i e pluo soine odtward -
act of voluntary . bumility. - The poor: Hindoo* (hinks: thet’ tbe
idol whom he seiveas is appeased: by his walkmg over filty tiles,
and -counting- the number. of his* paces. ‘The’ papuz lmaglnee
that God is' well pleased with his:wdtks of supererbgation:and
his penances. . Others, with:thé:sario’ A6tion of gaiﬂulg the'fo-
vour of the -Deity), have undéertakén Iong -ad- daogeroui pllgrl--
mages. . But ihere:is nothing in allthis to gain' for guillysin- -

‘ners acceptance ! ‘and reconciliation with God:- Therlam and
1 simple way:is unfolded in the: gonpel: - Our salvation’is procured

with the blood of Christ; and by: coming to’ Gl llnoogh hiny,
with lowliness of mind and deep eelf ubeeemem, {ve‘ lecelvo thé
benefit of hid death-and résurrection,” - -

i “What is the way to maintain a close walk ‘with God l’ $

-4 By constantly. meditating: on - the - 5ondnen of God; and oh
our. great deliveraiice from that punishmént which: ooF emd have

| deserved,:we: are brought {o-feel our' vilencos, aud utjer unwor-

thiness ; and whilé we continge in thié spirit of lell'-degradauon,
every’ tbmg ‘else will go-on: eamly; ‘We shall find ourdelvei-ad-
vancing in our course; ‘we: sshall feel : the preunce ‘of God° we
shall oxpemnee his love; ‘we shall live in the’ enjoyment of his-
favour,and in- tbehopeof hig: glory. Meditation' is: the" gund
means of our growth in" grace; without nt, ‘prayer tself is-ah-
empty service; -You often‘feel that your' puyeu ‘scarcely reach ..
the esiling::but'ob; gét into . this hamble epmt by~ considering -
how godd the Lord is); .and how evil youall arej-and then prayer

will mount on-wings of faith to heaven." The. sigh;: :
of a broken’ heart; will soon g0, thréugb the eenlmg vplo} even,
aye, into tHe véry: bosom of God. : - Without this: babitbal ‘expéci- -
ence-of Gur sinfulness' and - natura "depramy: ‘evell dnuetive
religion is a-vain:thing. I insist bpoit this: pomt’eo eeh:mly,




