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TRAMPS AND TRAMP LORE.
By J. A. E.

A brigit iiiilitary-looking young fellow in-
tVred the study or Professor Max Muller
about the year 1850, shorbly after the Sehles-
vig-1Iolstein war, rep'senmtinîg hiîmîself as an

ex-Officer i theis tah armuy who iad seen
active service lin the recent confliet. He en-
listed the interest and attention cf the pro-
fessai' hy telling of lis dasertion te the
rebels, hils capture aid imri "isomceit after
one of tihe engagements, bic degraudation by
bis former superior o'kers, and his ultinsate
convlet.ion for higli tr:isan and sentence te
death. Singeulaily enougin. this latter fate
did not iistuir hii .i nu leanst, for lie knew
perfectly well that uis dear friend, the
Queen of Dennark, noiuld never allow that
sentence to be exee. "Give me sene
paper," hue excli.nîs, 'that I m'ay write te imy
beloved Queen and tell lier of nsy safe ar-
rival In lugland, for she will b li great
distress unti'l sue hue.s'a frol Ie." lHe sat
down and irote a note coucled inm tue meost
affectionata anid Iîtintate terns. It Iwas
stampead, sealcd, addressed ta hier Majesty
at Copeniagei, mîilled], au] imust in due
time hbuve been delivered. Sai-e days ater-
ward a r'eply, purporting te linve come from
tue Queen, was received. One inconven-
lence this aristocra.ti youthl experienced.
Me carried a bullet in his eg as a resuit of
hits military zeal. Couild the gentleman ae-
temusoilate his witlh tihe -needfu'l to have iL
extracted? Whoen ie reached] his native land
he wouldl, of course, send a cheque. Tilis
ronutic tale and its ildruIlsatiC .n'arration
drev nany a handsome gift froin Engliish
pockets. It ls needless te say tuat he vas
a brazen fr'aud, and mustl have bail onie or
more clever confederates.

The pour n'e have always with ns, and
among 'the pour, tramps form the Icisure
-class. They fulfil none of the duties of good
citizens, except thq doubiful one under tue
ci'cumnstances, .te "be fruitful -and multilly."
They repiresent different strata, of intlelli-
gence, fromi lamentable -ignorance ta univer-
sity rank. They have noe visible means of
ripport, and no abid]ing place of residenlce
or shelter. "They to.i not, neither do they
spin." They diisdiabn th drudgery of useful
teJbor, and jauntily face the hardships tjiat
are the unecessar'y accompanimienit of their
carCr. If pleasure -b tie chif aii of
their lives, hoi -pathetically rare and ex-
pensIve .iL iust 'b. If ever in huma.n lis-
tory · ife might be expected ta follon tise

lines of least resistan.ece, it would be in tie
case of these purposeless ssaifs. Ylt how
hunger, .old, ra:gs and dirt can presut less

resistance tuhan te conparative hainess
of a haie, te reward of nodiiierate indusitry
unti intelligence, is ee or tue diflicult piroib-
lems of umliiien nature. To LMe socizlistic
demagogue te tr'aimsp is an unfortunate
brothuer trudging up and dowi tue earth
seeking 01iemloyment and fInding none. Witil
tearful eloquence hua boveils lis misfortunes,
and rails at society for its selfisiness and
neg'leet. But everyone knows thiat tihe tramp
lias ii use for w'ori. Work Is llis -naturai
enemy, especiaily if It be useful. This cau-
not therefore b an accurate explanation of
lis svanderings.

The deft banl or fliction hbas lifted the
tramp 'into a more romantde and picturescue
sphlere. It is net his antipathsy ta work, nor
because he l consumed by a mîorbid cyni-
cism, and feels th-at every man's hand Is
against himî, that lic begs lis dae.i'ly' brea.d,
but because he has tue rhfined blood of
denoc'acy lsi his veins. Liberty Is te filst
and final urtile il his cred. le cannot
endure the restiaint.u and conventions of a
fixed homue and orgailzed soeiety. A crust
of brea.d anti a airasw' pile are ta be pre-
ferred by this -martyr te iofty sentimients ta
a steak aUnd a mattress. He unust hear imhe
birds 'lhistle anl baskt li tue suishine. IlIe
must hold close and constant communion

with Nature, and lin fact becomes Nature's
ehild. But su far as We can sec, Nature has
no reason te hab proud of such progeny, as
seen in the flesh. lils liberty is a sIlly' myth.
le lias negativei every luw of hygiene.

The birds have no onails for him, and he
seeks sot. to know Natur. Slowth, liprovi-
dence, dissipation of nanly energy are
iiarlIed ln every imovemnîcut. It is neverthe-
less a curious fact that eases ara an record
wihera professional iraimps have tieclinedl
giierots .provision for theli' coifort, pre-
fcirring Lheir strange, nomadie lire te wh'at
would seei te be ie nuecessaîry suggestion
of our irst pliysical instincts.

Jamnes Ciaibes, 1, soeL'uliat Iloted tr':mIIIp
ef the latter part o the lest and begioning
of 'the present century, attracted publie at-
tention by Nritinîîg verses which showed
saine abililty un the part of the poetaster.
le bogan his wa.nderings a t sixteen, and
continied ti ieunoutil h e wl.nas seven ty- twvO.
A journailst, 'becoiing interested li i iii.
tuait uhi) ls case, and succeeded i sectiring
and furnishing a cottage, whleh was ta b
lîs fo-* lire. Hiis poemîs were ta e pub-

lished anîd th 'i ncomîes applied ta his iain-
ten-aice. 3ut Chimbers could not stand his
cemsfortable quarters for lore thai a monî1thi
er two, whbeii lie resunied is roving habits,
sleeping in barils where the snow at ti imes
drifted 'ln upon himîîî, and solliting his food
froin door te door. Yel, strange te say, this
trend of lifr was not his ideaul, for his verses
are full of dolefuli plaints toicetrinig hls
pcverty and the hardshilps lih iadi te endure.
A writar ini te Cornhil. Nlagazinîe talls of
-'n old wnoiuaii, nearly eighty ye:urs of age,
vlio ladt ben a tI'IIp ailmt ail her ilfa,

and at 'lat, falling lnte the bands of tie
l'an', ws lodged .in jail, unch to ler chagrin.
Sue lookeid fward'Vaî'î w' i eti ager icani Icy
te the dy .vliei sie vould be ireleased, aIl-
though tha.t occurred in Novemiiber, and shie
secs ilost iniserably clai. BIlevolent
frLends, t.auking eunpasslion' ipon her, made
arrangements for her sheler and coifort,
but se sceffad at tleir thoughtflnîess. "1
cii going ai the roatd," sie exelaimed, "as
i have dloue alil imy lire, aid iill dol ta Lite
end of 'it." And she did.

Aiong tue "Four lniidri'e" of trmp.iiîldoi
this pîcculiar styla of lUe presents aIIUtIIr
aspect. It is not drudgery nor ucisfortune,
but sport. Tley aire gentlemen -f leinur
ou a peîrietu'al holliday, aînd begging rivals
ii exciting incident t the big gamîe covers of
India an-d the iouleste wvlieels at Mon-te
Carlo. "

1
alk of shooting partridges and

phbeasaints,'' said nile of tiiese geLutry; "talik
ef racing and gauîblinîg; thera is no sport
lhke 'begging. There nust aLiways be riskt
fin sport, and tue riskr In begging ls very
great. Youî 'aie ligliting agalîst treînîdous
odlds. You ring at the dor, and you nmust
first of ail face a servant, iiu gencrally
serutin-i.cs you wiLli great suspicion, and
declines ta i'aite your nane or your card
unless you have a clean shirt and a decent
pair of 'boots. Thon atter you bave been
admsitted to hic preseice, you i.ve te watcli
,cvery expression of your enemy or your
friend, as the case msay be. You have ta
face teia eleverest people in tue world, and
you knîiow all tue time that tue slightest mis-
take in your loous or tue tue of your voice
nsay lad te ruin. Yoi mîay b kticked out
of tue lihuse, aid -Ir you mîeet swith a hîighî-
ninded cnd publi-spirited gentleman wio
does not mind trouble and expensc, ye0 mnay
find yourself in the iands of tue police for
trying te obtain money unier false lire-
tenses. "No," lie conîcluded, "I have inîown
In ny tmie wiat hunting, slo(iting and
gamblling are, and I can assure you there is
no sport lite begging."

It is witb q.iazing cleverness these fol-
lows iimulta Iiiown their wants, a.id enîlist
tue sympathy of those te whomi they ap-
peal. They shed ·tears or i.r:îi'c a jole n.s
occasion requires. They cal 1l a. tale or
harrowing endurance and enlarge upon tie

nobility of their ali and notive util irte
very angels weep tin pity, They akiiiat a
study -f thlir pîropoased vielti1, and wlLi
ahinost inerring accuracy they cau toeih
his vulnerable spot. ThLey include his
friInls in their enterprising inventory, and
can show :r n1 ilitimaîc' it ltihose h e hoilds
in h iglesit esteemî. They ean iescribe yonr
friend's house, conîservatory, iorses. They
can enl:r ge iîon lis little ieuliarities, anîd
faiiiliar*ly reft'r to l hby lî s Christi..n

namîiiîe. ilow is lleah :1n1d bloot to resist
sucli :îi ael? l1î tiriing imî Out you
imay be Idoing ;,. grave inijus.ie to ait n honor-

able but unfortunate film0-itizan, le sziy
nothing of offending your friend. But whilo
your luandîî is fuelimi; for your poet-bookl t

lurkinglti pe silvl siggest.' tuai a. clever
scouindrtl stanîds before you. Whit a pity
tranl rains are not put ta a Ihighe'r use,
for' lack of brains Is not a conspicuous lfail-

ing among11 ihuse maen? Proîfî'sor Ily'en,
of Colimi.a, relaltes ain a.msing intervsew
vitih a seedy and lugubrious ex-student, who

liad battld ineffectualsy with :n av 1 rse
fate. Aftur poiiting out his v'rslies and

attainients, lih suggested th:t an, uint-
muent te la professorship lîn Colmiila Collage
wîould be acceptaible. If, liowuver, there

veI'e no cliu.i r v'aeî:int, viy, lie w'ouid w ili-
iig tto conieit liself with 'a less cou-

spicIIOIIs initutiuioil. Th efer' listeIetd
for liaif ani hrour, and conîcluded thre inter-
view by reproaching iiimi for vated 'i oppor-
tunilties adi absuirtd asiruations. Wh'lien a
request for m iioney te go e wi lvra ivas re-

fused, he exai, i eld: "If 1 have (0 lie in or-

der te ,ake an ieast 'living, svhy you ouiglut
te thanklt yous'r stars tlhat you aîra so situaited
that. you don11't liav'e te. If t were inadver-

lently tO lapse initu versaieity, I shouiild starve.
No fellow wuild give me a ahlling.'' AH-
ctler speeimen cf tlis glilus pîre'slnli'e: lino-
saf ta te friiends ef a well-knowni Oxford
professor, paliniii îîg h imîseilf o' ls nii imi'pc-
cious and uifortunate brother of thL
aforesaid. n11 Spite Of tue falCt tha:tt the pro-
fessor liad no0 brother, and tw'ica v:îned thie
publie througlh tle press, foir a fimie lie re-
celived alimost daily letters fromt friends wh,]Io
liad been Iapsel upon. Oni ele Occasion hie

calli] upon a <l iadng London linaîcier,
telling tue old story of being robbed anîd
wantling a tickeet to go to Oxford to see his
dlear. bruotherî', lia sC oo founîîd tLhat he hadj
alppealed te the vrong party, wv hen the Iuldy
of the huse, cmling inte tua reoo an îld
licaring lis stoy, rem.keîid iat shte was
alosely relate ta tue person inii] ca.tel.
Wiltiout a moeint's hesiatieon his bundie
or .nerve ad audacity r'uished foîrw ta
embrace hils newî-fou lirieltie, wo, howi-
der, liastilsy r'etired froi tue scee. 'llie
Young se ndrL waî's nat onceii' slownîcîî to the
dor and »aile 'to begone. "T 'ai geing t
the station; ktiiinly bii your ser'ant all a
cab," n'as the cool reaquest of tle limposter.
This vas done. "Be good eiouigl te give tue
cabby a shilling for his seri ces," he adia
as he stepped into tue carriage. 'l'île asteon-
isliei gentleman accuescel, ail was forced
te aciowîlaedge Lhlat lie lad bean sindlaî
ihi is eyes open.
W'ile iîlety 'ts ,not forgotten îwien tue je-

casion ILai.;nls it, te average tramnp is not
eL regular churclgoer as liay b imaginîed.
Au old tranp v*j'' lad spaeit al hi lil fa ou
tue road was .asied If nu 'vùr n'enit ta
church? He adiI tted thîat lie hiad been
there once-that na's îwhienî his so-ctlled w'ife
w-as buried. "le wenît iu ta see hîo' they
wîoulil linish ilî uphe old 'eooimaii.'' le said

"a chap In a. Wl te suoick read somle gib-
berisi out of a buot, and I seas glati te
scuttle out a deadly îhîull pilce ns rcilck as
I coulI. I just walied long en-ougli te sea
'em Put 'tue old 'coman in te groundî, î Indl
tlen t sas off on the rond; and I'd not go
agalin 'iltO sueli aI. iark, stilling hoile for all
the Old 'Oomn1 il as ever swas hatlcel." Tf
tue problems conntectl withi tii e ildlustrious
poor are alnost overweialniIiîîg te the inid
of tue shttesmîîan -and phJlthrist, what
nay be scal or those who haie lost 11ll de-sire for worki, andîl whose roving lab.iits ren-
d.crs IreatmeInt by ' cimu'cl or state next
iling to impossible?


