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fcem. therefare, to h:n-c comnbumd not a

little. to the great degree of dread which;’

fince the arrival of the colomfts, the lions
have-of mankind.
~The lion's method of :akmg its prey, a3
-deferibed above, is dot,. howcvcr, proba-
bly, fo univerfal as to be withcut excep-
tion. . Soon afrer my arrival at the Cape,
1 heard fpcak of a married woman, who,
fomewhere in the: Cagrow country, was
Killed at her. own door b$ ‘a ljon, which
-likewifz, ate up her head; though others,
indeed, thought fhe came by her death in
adifferent. manner.. " Several farmers refa-
. ted to e the following fingular Ireak of
-a lion at Camdeho,
 Afew years ago a farmer on horfcback
with alcd hotfe in hund, mer wnhahcn,
which had laid itfelf down in the puhlié
road where the farmer was to pafs. Thus
circumilanced, he thought it moft advife-
. able to turn back, but found the lior had
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piceon one f‘dc of it), and fitting hlmfﬂ{_
dowa pn the cdge of one of xhcf: precipia
ces, he fourtd, to his great joy, that tha

- lion likewife madea halt, and kept the

- taken a circle, and laid itfe }f inhis waya-,

. gain; he was therefore obliged to turn
" back again, and fo dlternately backwards
and forwards. Whether the lion was fca-
red away by féveral other travcncra soming
up or o, | cannot fay that ¥'recolle&t ; foi-
.1 find, that 1 have'forgot’ to make a mi.
" nute of the ftory, probabiy, becaufe 1 did
_not think my authority fufficiently to be
dcpcndcd vpon. The following occurrence
howcvcr. I'think' | may relate, as being
_:tolerably well. authenticated, and ferving

to fhew the cowardice and mﬁdwus dxfpo- .

fition of the lion.
1 An clderly Hottentot in the fcr\'u:c ofa
"Chriftian, near. the upper part of Suaday -
¢ viver on the Camdebo fide, perceived a lion
following him at a great diftance, for two
- hours together. “Thence he nacbratly con-
" cluded. that the lion only waited - for the-
" approach”.of . darkacfs; in -order to make:
" bim-his prey'© and 10 the mean time, could
. not:exped dny “other, than to ferve for
- this ficrceanimal's fuppcr, inafmouch-as he
. had no orlter Wweapon -than'a flick, and
knew. that he could got- get home before
it was dark, Bul as Nie was wiil : acquaine
- ted with the nature of the’ hon, and the
mwsaner of its !clzmg uponits prcy‘ and
at the feme-time had Ivifure to ruminate
. on the ways and’ meang in <which it was
_fnoft fikely thay hisexifierce would be put”
an end toy he.at length hit ona method
ot faving hu life, for which, 'in £38, he
bad to’ thank His™ pwditations on '’ dc.‘,\th

'

fame diftance as belore. As foon as it
Rrew dark, the Houtentot fliging a hrtle
forwards, lu himfelf down below the vp-
per edge of the precipice upon fome pro-
Je€ling parc orcleft of the rock, where he
cpuld juft keep: himfelf from falling. But
in order to cheat the lion fiill more, he fet
his hat and cloak on the flick, makmg
with it atthe (smetime a genitle motion
Ju® over his head, and a finds way from .
the vdge of the mountain. “I'his cralty ex-
pedient had the defired fuccefs, He did
not flay lopg in that fitvation, before the
Lion came creeping fofily rowards him like
a caty angd miftaking the (kin-cloak fur
the Hottentot himfelf, took his leap with
fych exaftnefs and prccaﬁon, as to fal]
headlong down the precipice, direétly clole

‘to the fnare which had beenfet up for.him ;

when the Hottentot is faid, in his great
joy, exultingly to have called out, r'lasff !

~ an interje&ion of very cx!cmwc unporg

and ﬁgmﬁcauon. :

‘This is pot the only inflanze of lions in
Africa being enfnated in the midf of their
lzap. In the out houfes and wafte grounds
about farms, where alien has been upon
the. - ywatch for fome animal and miffed ir,
pr where thcy haveather reafons to expeét
him, they fet vp the'figure of a man clofz
by the fide of feveral loaded guns ; fo that
thefe difcharge themfelves into the body
of: the beaft, at the very inftant thar he -
{prings or throws hunfclf upon the drefled
figure.

- (As this is done with fo muchexfe and fuc-

_ cefs, and as they hardly ever think ivworth
while in Africa to take lions.alive, the

feidom - give, themf{elyes the trouble of .
caiching them by means of pit-fails, Froi
2l she moft credible accounts 1 could cal-
le& eoncerning the ljons, aswell as fromr
what Ffaw myfcif, I'think I may fafely
conciude, that this wild beaft is frequen:-

ly agreatcoward ; that is, very deficient
in:point of courage comparatively to his
firength. - Ontlie other hand, however, he

. often thews an .unulual dcgrcc of intrepi- .
" dity, of which'} w;l)_}uﬂ mention the

_mc

andthe fmall fkill he had in zoology {oFy

“ta fgg___k plainly, his_kaowledge of thepa-
. ture ofi animals). - -For this purpofei-in-

‘ftzad of making ihe beft of his way home,

- he looked wut for a kifpkrans. (fo they: 8e- -

~ net. di)/ cali a ‘rocKy ‘place level and” plam
- a; aop, and havsng 3. perpendxcular prcCl.
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following mﬂancc as it was relited to

. A lion had broken'into 2 walled incla-
furc for cattle through a Jatticed gate, and
done.a. good.deal of damage. . The people

. belonging 1o the farmy, were well. affured

of his coming again by the fame way; in’
confequence of. which, they firetched a
ling dire&ly acrofs the: entrance;: fo thick

“ fer with loaded. guns, that thcy mufl ne-.

ccﬂ'arxly dxfcbargc r.hcmfclves inta :he hor:g .
. o y



