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il Il"MY HAT." threading our way through the American ships, which looked at us ratier
suspiciousl but said nothing. Supposeme safely landed inJamaica.

A YANKEE TAE The Don had favourcd ine with a letter,,directed to. a Mr. Sinclair, of
Kingston;' I had'aIso one for the same gentleman from Mr. Dubeledge.

(Ctnd e ast n«nber.) I soon found means to prescnt ,my missives, and they secured me a kind
and cordial 'reception.. 'rhe signals again 'were understood and the

I dined, sicpt and breakfasted at Don P'edro's mansion. le provided responscs properly given. Having.read the letters, I caught Mr.
ne with a horse, and himself acconanied me to point out the more Sinclair's eye, in which a serio-comic expression was perceptible enough,
remarkable places and views in an around the Havannah. I should glancing at myself, in general, and at my hat in particular. I smiled. Mr.
have mentioned before, that, immediatly after he had read My letter, t Sinclair did the same, but neither said a word on the object of our
had hoistcd my private signal,, which wvere duly and correctly answcred. thoughts. Confound:. that hat ! there really mustbe more in it than I
I was much amuscd, but more surprised. Nothing, however, occurred to am awareof. "Ifit was'nt for that hundred dollars I'd give it to a ngger."
throw light upon the mystery. I remarked in our ride that the courseve This vas a mental reflection. Mr. Sinclair assured me that he would do
took conmanded the prospectseawards, and that my host ,frequently all in his power to render ny stay in Jamaica agrecable, but that, in

glancedi anxiously that way with one oye,; while the other wasi directed to regard to the more immediate object of my visit, he should not be able to
the American squadron, with an expression fidgett and uneasy. He give me any information until the next day.

perceived that I had observcd this, and took me:into his confidence : I The immediate object of my visit ! what was it ? Im sure I knew no
amti thinking," said lie, that if any ofthose rascally blockade.runners more about it than the 1-ermit of Vauxhall, the Man in the Moon or any
that sometimes look in here, were to arrive now how greatly it would other person, as far removed front the ever-changing stage of this
swell the imbroglio in which we are involved with those fellows," pointing sublunary sphere. I don't intend to waste much space on Jamaica. It

to the American nen-of-war. is, at best, but a black hole, a swarthy sty, in which blacks rule, revel,
IDear me," I replied, "I should very muci like to sec a blockade- and grow fat,-it is surely the white man s purgatory, the nigger's para-

runner ; I believe they are very remarkable vessels." dise.

IThey: are ; and would prove remarkabiv valuable prizes to our The morrow came in due time, and in the course of the morning, 1r.
friends yonder." There was some little asperity in this remark, which I Sinclair came to me with a very long face. He scinerely regretted my

thouglt strange, proceeding :rom one vho had so loudly expressed his disappointment, and was grieved to have to iforni me that there was no

ievotion ta the Federal cause. probability of a - blockade-runner coming into port. IVond 1 like Io

At dinner we were honorcd with the company of the Commodore, whto, guolaytzi? Those vessels sonetimes take a circuitous course and call

I could se, treated mv host with respect and even confidence. He was at strange places. " And I am likely to do the same," thought I. "These

justly looked upon as one of the few friends the North ltad outside her people seem to consider that the sight of a:blockade-runner is a matter of

own borders. lifei or death to me. A fig for their blockade-runners and all other
A'fter dinner, we went to the opera. H1avannah is celebrated for ils smuggling scoundrels. I hope ail who are caught may be brought to an

opera, and we were much pleased with the performance. intimate acquaintance vith the cat." However, spite of those reflections,
'The Commodore vent on board his ship I returned with the Don to yielded, not very gracefully, I daresay, to. my fate, and signified, with a

mv former excellent quarters. Before we retircd for the night, and in the sigh, that moved the dust at a distance of six feet, that I should be

inidst of a conversation on the singers we had heard, Don Pedro, rather delighted to continue my ramblîngs.

abruptiy, ntade the folo ing remark :-" By-the-bye, you said you shouldI "1 hastened toyou,"said Mr. Sinclair, "with my unpleasant intelligence"

like ta sec these famous blockade-runners. i ou/d you hke to go Io -our conversation took place near the harbour-" for the reason that the

YýiamCai?" Il vessel you sec yonder, with her topsails loosed, is bound forI-Iayt
but I hesitated; and well might I do so, rentembering Sir and is. only waiting for the captain, who is now in my office, to be off.

Mdarmaduke and far-off Canada. She belongs to me ; wiil you condescend to accept a passage. You will

Don Pedro resumed :- My dear sir, I fear you suspect nte of an find every confort on board. The wnd is fair and you w-ill run over in

intention ta hasten your departure. Do not misjudge me. I have but no tinte."
'ven expression to a paranount desire to gratify your wishes. As the It was no use strugghing against fate; I again expressed consent.

iendi of my very dear friend, Mr. Dubelcdge, I shail be delighted if you A messenger w-as sent for mv valise.

permit me to add, amd of nyself-my bouse could not be more honored Mr. Sinclair drew a piece ofivhip-cord front his pocket. Permit me-

than by your presence, or myself in any way more gratified, chan by your the wind is fresh-to fix a lanyard, as sailors terni il, for the security of
prolongcd stay. ]nore what .I have said; another equally convenient your hat."

opportunity may arise, some months hence.' D-n my hat said 1. Good-bye, Mr. Sinclair."

By this tine 1 had -recovered fromn my surprise, and the task I had "Good bye, sir ; a pleasant voyage. Shall always be delighted to sec

undertaken stood vividly before me. I thanked the Don very arNly for you. Lt me hear from vou. And thus I left jamaica to grope suil
his kindness, and expr'esscd my intention of visiting Jamaica with as further in the gloom.
little delay as possible. This will never do ! I ntust condense, abbreviate, cut shorti ruthlessly,

".f you have positively detennined to go, an excellent opportunity is or my narrative vili grow as lengthy and as tiresome as one of James's

availabie; one of outr war steamers sails in the morning to carry a novels.

despatch to the English Admiral. You shall go in ber." Let me try. Ail vent vell, and iwe anchored in a Haytian harbour.

" Thank )ou, thank )otn," I returned ; "I fecl both honorcd and.obliged The old enactments all over again. Introductions, signals, dinner, sleep,

by your kintiness. 1 wili now beg permission to retire." breakfast, kindness, distinguished attention, the intntediate object of my

At this moment the Don burst inito a hearty, almost an otitrageous fit visit, doubts, and the whole supplemented by no probability of a blockade.

of laughter. IlPray excuse me,"i he said, as soon as he could speak; "an runner comin into port; should you like to go to - 'I

idea, so cxcectiingly singular occurred to me that 1 was unable to control This, I think, commences compression very well ; though I must

mvsclf Mr Dubeledge in his letter, spoke. of the extraordinary confess to one grievous omission, my' hat! an object certainl of more

pirtiality-or soniething more-you felt for the hat you wcar; and to interest, and to which as much attention was paid as to any ot er person

prove to you the interest lie ianifests in all that concerns you, he gave or thinîg appertaining to this strange evenful narrative, not excepting
me the most express injunctions to look wevll after the safety of the said mysef.
hat; lie could not have been more particular had the object been the In the sanie nianner I watndered from island ta island including Cuba,

iead Mou must permit nie, if you please, ta lock it up in the office safe my journey was divided into exactly a dozen stages. What could be the

until ntorning." object of my pilgrinage ?-this was my everlastiig thought. I could not
u 1nt or oand, head or bat ; realiy began ta have doubts as ta which was conncct it wýith business, of any kind ; for business was never transacted

of lte nost importance. Mhllost was resolvedi ta carry .out his whii, or even mentioned. I could only concludethat I was an itinerating mark

and I could only follow hiin ta his olice and sec this mysteriots hat or sign, indicating by my bodil presence, that certain things were to be

sectred by triple locks and bolts innuinerable. With another and a done, or certain others omtteti. Be this as it ntay, with the haze all

lurider laugh, in which w -ras constrained ta join, we separated, and I dense about me, I found mnyself, at least. sleeping beneath the roof ofrMr.

iront to be<i. Twislayd an enminent inerchant of Nassau. lcre, the scene varies, or,

Very arly in the norning I w-as arouscd by nty host hiiself. I rather, new eements are imnportd it the drana. I rose in the morning

requîcstcd hin to corne nto nv room. wicn he informedi nie he had with the expectation that matters would run yet further ii their accus-

received intelligence that the steamer ivould sail in an hour and that it tomed groove; that my host vould soon approach nie wNith is regrets

was necessarv for nie to be expeditious. No casy task, for I vas and with the stercotyped phrases, IWould you like taILo -?" sone-

convulsed witht laughter wlhen I turned out and saw that lie bore iii his where clsc. But it was not to bc. In niy walk dlirough the smali,

hand a iagnificent silver salver, strevedi writh fresh cut flowers., and. in but bustling and important town, I chanced to 1 1ia5 r. Twislad's

the centre, my abominable old hat. Was this burlesque or an iavanaian offices. Hle sav me and invited me in. "My letters infomni nie," he

mode of showing respect? I hadi not, time ta stop to enquire. In i very said,I "of your long and weary andrgs. But Iam happy to sa you
feu' minuites I was in sailing trini, and down stairs we rai. My host have at last arrived at a place whcre -our wish can be gradficdOf

compelled me take sone exquisite Curacoa, toguard against any ill effccts course, I look with disapprobation on the iniqtitous tracle of which

of the morning air ; his carnage was aI the cloor; I jumped in ; the Don Nassaon is the head-qtarters, and most carefuily avoid even an indirec

accomupaniedi me; we.drove down to the beach a boat was mt waiting; participation, and though I have as little as possible ta do with those

and within a quarter of an hour I was on board the frigate and iwe wcre concerned in it, to oblige the fricnd of that good man and loyal patriot, .1


