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large and infiuential attendance of representdtives from all the tem-
perance societies in the kingdom. A number of strongly worded
resolutions were passed, from which we make the foﬁowing ex-
tracts :—

“T'hat considering the character and the enormity of the evils
inovitably resulting from the traffic in intoxicating liquors, the legal-
izing of such o traflic is contrary to the principles of sound govern-
ment, and we earnestly protest against the continuance of laws
sanctioning the injustice and eruelty of maintaining within any
locality, contrary to the will of the inhabitants, a traflic so essen-
tially pernicious.”

“ That this conference emphatically proteste against the pro-
tracted neglect of Sunday-closing legislation by the House of Com-
mons, and urgently calls upon her Majesty’s Government to fulfil
their repeated promises by re-introducing immediately on the re-as-
sembling of Parliament, and pressing forward to a speedy and
satisfactory scttlement, the Irish Sunday-closing Bill, with pro-
visions extending to the hitherto exempted cities and towns.”

“ That this conference, in view of the enlargement of the roll
of electors through the recent franchise enactinent, and of the near
approach of a general election, strongly urges upon all temperance
workers throughout the country the duty of puv‘ting forth every
possible effort to educate the electorate as to the pressing neceesity
for legislation, securing total Sunday closing, and the absolute right
of the people to possess a direct and -unrestricted veto over the
liquor traffic, and also as to the injustice und absurdity of the claim
somctimes advarced for compensation to the publicans in the case of
either Sunday closing or total prohibition.”

“ That copies of the foregoing resolutions be forwarded to the
Prime Minister, the Home Secretary, the Lord Licutenant, an1 the
Chief Secretary.”

In the evening, a Pubiic Meeting was held in the hall of the
Working Men’s Institute, under the presidency of Mr. Dalway. Ad-
dresses were delivered by the Chairman, Miss Tod, Rev. R.J. Lynd,
Canon Bagot, and J.B. Wylie; Messrs. T. Shillingten (2), Me-
Guiness, and Alderman Swan, P.W.G.C,, Sunderland, who met with
an enthusiastic reception. A vote of thanks to the chairman hav-
ing been passed with acclamation, a hymn and the National Anthem
were sung, and the meeting terminated.—Irish Templar.
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Ropal Templars,

MaxiToa.—We learn from the Cunadion Royal Templar that
the annual session of the Manitoba Grand Council has just been
held in Winnipeg The meeting was a great success, and the re-
ports were most encouraging, ¢reat interest and earnestness being
displayed in the business, and the most complete harmony reigning
supreme.

Rro. J. W. Bell, BD. of Carbery, G.V.C, in the absence of the
G.C,, Bro. WV. W. Buchanan, who is at present in Ontario, occupied
the cheir.  His opening address expressed great satisfaction at the
wonderful increase of the Order since their last session, the coun-
cils having doubled and the membership quadrupled ; and heartily
recognize the zeal and work of all other temperance organizations
in the province, extending cordially to them the hand of fellowship,
to stand shoulder to shoulder in the great battle for the right.

The Secretary presented a very full report. From his state-
ment we glean the intelligence that at the formation of this Grand
Council a year ago, there were estimated eight conneils with a mom-
bership of 266, now there are 13 reported with a membership of
over 600.

Resolutions were unanimously passcd complimenting the G. C.,
Bro. W. W. Buchanan (to whom is duc the honor of instituting the
Order in the North-West) on his able and uncensing cfforts to fur-
ther the interests of the Council in the province, by visitations,
correspondence and carnest advice, and sincerely regretting his de-
parture from the provifice; expressing their gratification at the
establishment of a Dominion Council ; recognizing with deep appre-
ciation the cfforts of sister temperance socicties in conjunction with
their own in their endeavors to submit the Scott Act to the clectors
of the province; and protesting against any steps being tuken Ly
the liquor men to mutilate the Scott Act.

The clection of officers resnlted as follows :—

. G.C,, Rev. Bro. J. W. Bell, B.D., Carberry; G.V.C,, Rev. Bro.
D.S. Houck, Manitou; PG.C.,, Bio. W. W. Buchanan, Hamilton ;
G.C., Rev. Bro. J. H. Ruttan, Meadow Lea ; G. Med. Examiner, Bro.
Dr. McDiarmid, Winnipeg; G.S., Bro. Jos. Amos, Winnipeg; G.T.,

.

Bro. D. D. Aitken; G.H,, Bro. T. J. Bailie, Nelson; G.ID.H,, Sister
Tyndal,Winnipeg ; G.G,, Sister Camplell, Wood Bay; G. S nt., Bro,
W.T. Kinney, Crystal City , Trustee, Bo. D. D. Aitken, Winnipeg.

It was resoly ed to meet next year at Manitou during the 4th
week in January, 1886, the duy of mecting being left to the excen-
tive,

THE SCRIPTURAL ARGUMENT FOR PROHIBITION

A PAPER READ BEFORE THL TURUNIO MINISILRIAL ASSOCIATION ON
MONDAY 228D DRCEMBER 1884,
By Rev. R, Wanrace,

There arc at least ten term. in the Hebrew Bible and two in the
Greek of the New Testament, whi h are translated “wine” in our English
version, It must be evident that all these terins are not used to designate
wine of the same character.  ‘Th: Jews like all Easterns used extensively
the grape in the cluster with oread. Rev. Professor Porter of Belfast
Presbyterian College, a missivnary for years at Damascus, says that it is
stil.common in Syria to eat bread and grapes together as their
ordinary focd, and Rev. Smylic Robson writes from Damascus to the
Missionary Herald of the Preshyterian Church of Ireland in 1845, that
bread and grapes are substantiably used as the food of the people from
August to December.  “Here too,” he adds “as in Europe grapes are
dried in large quantities to preserve them as raisins, and in this form they
supply an w.ticle of food to be used after the grape season. By pickling
and beating a substance called dibs is made out of grapes. It is about the
consistence of honey and resembles it in appearance. It is made in con-
siderable quantities, and bread and dibs is a very common meal in winter.”
Pliny in his Natural History, (1,41,49) says that the “must” or grape juice
was often boiled down to one-third of its original quantity. When the
wine juice was thus boiled down fermentation became impossible. Dr.
Russell in his history of Aleppo, says that boiled juice of the grape calied
dibs is brought to the city in skins and sold in the public market ; it has
much the appearance of coarse honey of sweet taste and great use among
the people of all sorts.” The learned Orientalist, Professor Robinsan of
America, visited the vineyards around Hcbron, the most celebrated in
Pale:tine, and in giving account of his visit in his Resc:u_'chcc in Pales-
stine,” he says distinctly that the finest grapes are dricd as raisins ; and the
rest being trodden and pressed the juice is boiled down to a syrup which,
under the nane of dibs, (the Hebrew word debhah signifying honey, and
also syrup of grapes), is much used by all wherever vineyards are found,
as a condiment with their food.

Thus ntelligent traveller and able critic attests that very little fer-
mented wine 15 made from the prodace of the rich and extensive vine-
yards otaHebron, the best in Palestine, and he had ample means of
information having the advantage of the local knowledge of the Missionary,
Rev. Eli Smith. It is attested also by Rev. Eli Smith himself that wine
is not the most important, but rather the least so, of all the objects for
which the vine is culiivated.—British and Foreign Evan'l. Review, Jan. 1877.
This explains the import of the prophciic blessing upon Jacob by Isaac,
“God give thee of the dew ot Heaven and of thg fatness of the earth, and
plenty of corn and grapes.”  Mr Robson says the grapes of Palestine are
very large.  Dardini says they arc as large as pruncs.  Several writers tell
us that the clusters range from 10 to 30 and even 4o lbs.  The term 11ROSH
used 38 times and rendeicd * meqe sorne ” is always spoken of with approval.

- Dr. F. R. Lees, the learned writer of the article *‘wine” in Kitto's Cylo-

padia, says that the term appiics to “vintage fruit” rather than to any
liquid whatever. The Rev. Peter Mearns, of Coidstream, Scotland, in a
very valuable article in the British and Fyreign Erangelical Review, January
1877, says that in twenty-two instances, tirosh is associated with ORCHARD
FRUIT, but the Hebrew word which is yit-har, is improperly rendered oil in
the English version. Shemin, the word for od, is never joined with tirosh.

In all these twenty-two instances corn-frut 1s associzted with vINE-
FRUIT and ORCHARD-¥RULT, which laiter term Dr. Eadie and other authori-
tics say, comprehended  figs, olives, pomegranates, citron , ctc. These
three formed the tried of blessings which constituted the staple products of
Palestine, and the common food of the people, namely: FIELD-FRUIT,
VINEVARD-FRUIT, and ORCHARD FRUIT. Mr. Mearns shows that in ten
other instances VINEYARD-FRUIT is associated with corn-fruit, without the
addition of orchard-fruit. And Isaac declares that Jacob shall be sue-
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