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Rofercuce is mnade to tho License Act as follows:
Your executive, assisted by thc exectitives of the I.O.G.T., and the On-

tario ]3ranch of tle Dominion Alliance, prcpared a series ofiniendmcints which
we dcsired te have made to tic Crooks' License Act; iii arder to increase its
efficiency as a restrictive nmeasure. Tiiose amcendrncnts %verc prcsented ta
the Attorne)y General and the Hon. Mr. Hardy, by à vcry influiential deputa-
tioîî, %vitli wliat success you ire already aware. Suffice it to say, that the
Craoks' License Act as aniendcd is as near perfection as license Acts arc
ever Iikely to bc, and if our ultimate ajîn was the perfection of the licenlse
systein %wc mi-lit congratulate ourselves on the attainiment of our ambition.
HIappily for huinanitv, sucbi bas îîot been aur aim ; while %ve have becn %vill-
ing to aid in any legisiation whiclî would lîelp to minimnize tic cvii, "'e have
neyer lost siglît of the fact that prohibition is the only safe, sure and speedy
renîedy for tue evils resulting froin the use ofi .ntoxicating liquors. Recent
events have sliown uninistakably tlîat no liccnse law, however good or lîow.
ever wvell cnforccd, 'il satisfy tlîe desire of the people of this province, and
it is a gratifying proof of the intelligence of our citizens thiat so maniy of
theim are ta lie foaund ready ta vote in fivor of prohibitory legislatian. Not
the least of the indications of popular feeling is that sho'vn by the recent
vote taken b>' the ratepayers of Toronto, in order ta sccure the separation
af the sale of liquors fromn groccries. Thei moral effccts of the victory
gained on that occasion has been feit in every portion of the Dominion.

The G. W. P. niakes the following, reference and suggestions in
regardl to the Scott Act: 0c

In response ta a caîl ta action made b>' the Ontario Alliance at its hast
annual session, twent)-five cotinties in this province have taken the initia-
tory stcps toward subnîitting the Scott Act to a vote, in their several muni-
cipalities, at as early a date as possible. And tliere are athier counities
îvilling ta îîursue the saine course, if so desired, by the Alliance Executive.
W1e have every recson ta expect suiccess in il] the counities engaged in the
contest at presenit, and nothing but grass misnîanagement or criminal in-
dîfference on tlîe part of the friends of temîîerance cari defeat the nicasure
iii the several counties grouped by the Alliirwce.

I desire tlîat the attention ai the Grand Division should be giv'en ta
tluis niatter, and that sucb action nîay be taken by us now as w~ill tend ta
strengtlicn tic hands of the executive ai the Ontario Alliance and enable
thera Ia carry out successfülly the wvark tlîey have inauguratcd.

At ne turne in the hisory of the temperance cause in this cauntry lias
there been a greatcr nucessity for wise counsel ta prevail at aur delibera-
tion. The Nvhole power oi the liquor traffie is ini arms ta oppose the pass-
age of the Scott Act wherever subnîitted. A ver large sura of money lias
been subscribed (by those intcrcsted in the traffic) towvards a cencr:,l fund
in order ta secure the defeat ari the nîcasure at the polIs. The verdict is
"'ith the peupile, and it shuuld be our duty ta sa cducatc îlicm as ta enable
them ta give an intelligent vote an the question when submitted.

1 %vould rcconimend the folloivinir suggestion ta thie cireful considera-
tion of the mnembers oi the Grand Division, viz, that a suin of money be
voted by tlîis body ta the Executive ai the Alliance in order ta enable
thcm ta carry ont ta a successfül issue the %vork, they have undertaken, and
that the Grand Worthy Patriarch be authorized ta issue a &_:cular letter ta
the Subordinaite Divisions urging them as a miatter af dutv ta make a reg-
ular annual suhscription ta tlîe funds of the Alliance Th is is a matter
wvhich lins, I think, heen overlooked, and 1 believe only requires that the
attention ai aur divisions be drawn ta it in order te meet with a hcarty re-
sponse.

The report closes wvith the follawing rernarks as ta the dutj' af
the inembers and the prospects for the future:

Briefly then, brethîren, the prescrnt state of affairs in regard ta temper-
ance retorin in the lproince is sa very enconraging as ta give us strang as-
surance that the good seed sawn by the Order af tic Sons oi Temperance
during the pa-st thirty five yearq liaq nat been in vain. And that when the
reaping tine camnes it %ill bc found that ivhile the distihlers and brewcrs
have heen niakng ianey, wc have been miking votes, and tuit the ballot
in the hands ai an intelligent electorate wvill speedily purge the country frora
ail complicity in a traific s0 thoroughly evil in aIl its influence, and demor-
alizing in its tendencies.

In the past the Order which we represent has been found ever foremost
in the work ai educating the people in favor ai temperance and prohibition;
for zeal and earnestnless in the cause wec have obtained an honorable re-
cord ; and in the prescrnt crisis 1 féed confident that wc will not bring dis-
credit an the reptutatian ive have obtained, but that cach niember ilh be
iound wvilling ta do aIl that in 1dm lays for the advancemcnt af the good
cause.

Mr. Thos. Wrelistcr, the Grand Scribe, followved Nvith his liall-
yVearly report whvli is ncessarily of a statistieal# character.

AlLerrefcring a tu progess i beorler during tue înany ycar-s a
its existence, lic says:

. «Since tiien public opinion, through Utie instrumcntality ai tic Sons of
Temperance and kindrcd socicties, bas blossonicd out ta sucli an extent
that the question oi total abstinence and the legal prohibition of the manu-

facturq.and sale ai liquars have became the burning questions af the hiaur,
and th t ime is rapidhy apprý)aching wvhen ive may approacli the D)ominion
Parliamnent, and demnand the passing of a Praliibitory Liquar law tlîat will
forever swcep the accursed drink traffic frorn aur inidst.

Tlîo returns itiade ta the National Division is then referred ta,
shoi'ingy an inercase in nîiernbership for the year ending Dcc. 3lst,
1883, af over 1,200 inemnbers; the quarter'y returns for the past
four quarters arc tabulated as follows:

1883 1883 1883 1883 1884
Mardi. June. Sept. Dec. Miarch.

Divisions making returns . 16 129 140 144 162
No. af menîbers report'd - .5,140 6,087 6,184 6,449 6,768

Shawing a net increase for thie past ycar ai 1,628 members.
About fifty divisions have fâihcd ta inake returns for four quarters.
Frein the above it will be seen, thiat %v'ien compared wvith returns re-

l)orted at aur Serai-Annual Session hast year, as %veil as for cacb subsequent
quarter, there bas been a large increase bath in divisions making rcturns
and also in the nuniber ai mexnbers.

Twventy-seven divisions have been organized during the first haif
af the present year, and two sections of caâdets have bec» added ta the
juvenile auxiliary af the Order. Reference is nmade as followvs ta
the lecture work.-

Our lecture wvork bas been confined ta t'ýe efforts ai Sister W&s Susan-
nah Evans Pech. As suggested in the supplenient ta nly Annual Repori,
the services ai this earnest and faithful advocatc ai aur cause and order
wcre retained dnrîng the %vinter niontbs, and she beld about sixty meetings
in tlîe counties of York, Ontario, Siincoe, Durhamn, Nortbumberland,
Prince Edward, Peel, Haltan, Wentworth, W'aterloo, Brant, Lincoln and
Wrelhand. Her efforts wvere very successinl and succcded in crcating a
great interest in the work ai the order. In niost instances where arrange-
nments lîad been made for meetings in lacalities wliere no Divisions existed
Divisions %ve-re slîortly aicrwards arganized. Frora letters received frara
members af tlîe Order in places she visitcd, I learn that the labors ai the
sister %were higbly apprcciaîed and ber addresses wvell received. If ber
ýcrv'ices can again be secured during the caming lecture season, I would
rccommend that such arrangements be rnade that she can visit as far as
possible cvery cotinty in the province, and lecture under the auspices ai
aur District Division.

In concluding, bis repart the Grand Scribe says:
Permit me ta cangratulate the Grand Division an the result ai aur la-

bars during the first hialf ai thie prescrnt year. The membersbip bas been
largely increased, and a greater interest is maniiested in the gaod work
Our prospects for the future ire much brighter than thcy have been for
many years past. The novelty af tbe new arganiztations is fast %vearing
away, and niany who years ago abandaned the Sons of Temperance ta join
other societits are now coming back ta tlîeir " flrst love'-

MJr. 11cnry Alexander, af Ottawva, the Grand Trcasurer, thon pr-sentcd ]lis finaxîcial report for thiepast six uîonths, from wvliKiit
appears tlîat the
Cash received (iîîcluding that in hand, namely, $494-04, an ist

January> amounted ta ........................... $1,840 37
And the expenditure ....................... $,507 61
Balance in hand............................ 332 76$1803

The officers reports were referrcd ta appi-opriate eommittecs,
w-lia sulîsequently reported an the several suggestions contained
tlîerciîî. The suin ai fil ty dollars -%vas appropriatcd ta the Ontario
]3ranchi af the Dominion Alliance, and it w'as alsa rccommended tliat as
ýsugested lwy the G. W. P., the Subordinate Divisions bc rcquesbed
ta assist the Alliance by an annual subseription in carrying on the
agitation for- the paLssage ai the Scott Act in difierent parts of n io,
and aise tlie instructions tothe executive in reg-ard tothehlecture wvorkfor
thie present year, and also the instructions ta the Graà' Scribe ta
takze spe.cial stcps ta promote the juvenile work.

The Finance Committce miade a report congratulatingr the Grand
Division on its present condition, the rcceipts for the present year
bcing in cxcess of tliose af the previaus year.

The Lecture Comrnittee endarsed the work in Ontaria during the
past six nionths ai Mrs. Susaîxna Evans Pecli, af New Yark. They
reconîmended the pusliing af the lecture wvork during the eorning
fali and winter, as Nwell as the exnployinent ai agents for the argani-
zations af divisions tlîroughout the province.

Thie reports Nvcre discussed tliorouglily and adopted. -
Tlîe Grand Division closed the labors af the session on the even-
onfa the second day ta incet in Annual Session in the City af

ICingl-,stan, an Tuesda-, :2nd Dcc. xîext.
The public meceting on the first evening was Iield in the Ontario

Hall, whicli wvas crowded ta exccss, tue oG.WV.P. Bro. Jolin MîcMillan
presidcd. The speakers were J?.G.W.P. J. W. Manning, ai .Almonte,
and tic Grand ChiaplainRev.P. L. Bretxour,oaiMlton At tleclose ai


