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TO OCORRESPONDENTS.

Lettors and articles Intendod for this next issus
should be in the Lunda of tho Editox not later
than Tuesdey morning.

All communications must heascompaniad by the
writex's namo, ntherwise thoy will not ke lx}nartod.

Articles not aoeopted will be xeturned,af, at the
time they are senl, a roquest s mada to that effect,
and suttiolont poutegn staiups ave enclosed. Mune
usoripts not a0 accompanisd will not be proserved,
and subsoquent requests for their yetmin sannot
ko somplied with.

OUR GENERAL AGENT.

. OnAsLEs Nicol, Goueral Agent for the
P!%l:uzrxz:‘mm. is now in Western Obtario pushing
tho futeroats of this journal. We commend him
to the best otflces of ministers and people. Any
&aalstance aoadered him fo bl work will bo taken
by us as a personal! kiudnoss.

&srltimt Ameviean Zrestnferian,
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 1876.

Wz ave requosted to correot a mistake
whioh, inadvertently ocoured in tho report
of the Xindies' French Evangelization So.
oiely, a fortnight ago. The address of the
Mission Houso should have thore been
given as 568 lagauchetiers Stract, Mon-
treal, instead of 528. Partics forwarding
patcels or olothing, etc., for the Fronch

oor, will please govern themeelves accor-

ingly.

TRE Presbytory of Toronto for this year
make no appointments of missionary meet.
ings. The ministers ave expeoted to get
these up according to their own conven.
ience,and to invite pastors of other churches
to take part in them as they may see
fit, Hitherto the Presbytery have arrang-.
ed the mestings in all the charges, and as.
signed the speakers, It is to be hoped that
the new plan will workk even betler than
the old one.

Tar American 3ible Sooiety by reducing
the number of their superintendents, save
about fifty per cent. of their former ex.
penses. Retrenchment has to be practiced
in all chuzoh and Christian work in order
to meet the golden rule of owing no man
anything. The above socieiy caloulste
that congrogations and individuals by vol-
untarily sending in their ecomfributions,
without the aid of paid agents for the col.
leotion of these, will be able to keep up the
reventie of the society fo its present point.

—————

Tan death of the Rev. Samuel M, Waddy,
D.D., has removed from the Methodist
Conference of England and Wales one of
its wisent and wittiest members, Ho was
honored some twenty years ago to be the
president of that remarkable body of men,
and has been throughout his life one of the
ablest workers in the cause which enlisted
amongits votaries such men as Jabez Bunt-
ing, Luke Wiseman, and William Arthur,
Heo hasleft & son, who ig, if we remember
rightly, & member of the British House of
Commons, and who oooasionally ocoupies
the pulpit ae a local preacher.

Tan success of the Prosbyterian Qollege,
Montreal, is every year becoming more and
more apparent. The number of Students
envolled this session ig seventy-one. From g
Oiroular just issued, we learn that only
thirly.one of thess can be accommo.
dated with rooms inside, This is
not a desirable atate of matters, and
we are glad to know that there is
a prospect of the building being enlarged,
we trust before the opening of another Ses-
sion., The Students of the present year
are thus classified :—thirty-four from On-
tario, thizly from Quobeo, two from Prince
Edward’s Island, two from Scotland, and
three from the United States.

A CORRESPONDENT suggests that the
day which in annually set apart for Thanks-
giving, would be botter appreciated and
observed, were the appointment mads for &
later period of the year than the beginnmmg
of November. The interests of farmers at
such & season should be carofully consider-
ed, and if a day later on in the season
would bs more favorable to tho duo obser.
vance of thanksgiving, it would be well in
another yoar to try if the example of onr
neighbors in the Taited States, who gener-
ally observe tho last Thursday of this
month as Thanksgiving Day, is enlitled to
be considered, and on reason shown, to be
followed.

Arrorcs of otr r marks of lued week
on the Endowment ¢f the Theological Col-
leges of the Presbyterian Church in Cans-
da, we notice with pleasura, that a single
person in Ireland bas anonymously offered
to contribute some twenty.five-thousand
pounds for the endowment of the Assem.
bly's Theological oclasges, provided the
Chureh as & whole make tho amoant up to
one hundred thousnd aterling, Csnnot
some of the wealthy members of our charch
do likewise for Knox and Queen’s Colleges.
It isa noble thing fo bnild up our own
memorial in our lifetime. Had Astor for
example left to the Union Beminary what

his sons ave abont i expend ona Mauso-
leum,what 3 ranch mors splendid monument
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SPBOIAL KBETINGS.

As wa hava Iately read tha views of Dr.
Blaikie of New College, Edinburgh, on the
sbove subjeot, it may intoreat and instruct
our readora to lay theso befors them in a
olear aml couclse furm,

T it over desirable and proper to get up
speoial mootings with a view to decpen and
concentrate roligious fouling, and to brng
about what is oalled n ruvival of religion ¢
For eguch moelings some porgons have a
great horror, while to othera they are the
objeots of the utmost delight. MNat a fow
worthy persons, of the more orderly aud
correot stamp, regard them as mere om-
anations of fanaticlsm, and think that if
onconragement is to be given o the illiter-
ate and jmpetuous men that often como to
the front on such oocoasions, divine perviee
will degonerate into mero sonsuous excito-
mont, and conscience and roason will be
drivenoff the field by tho surgiug forco of
spiritual passion. This, cf course, ic an
extremo, and therefore unsatisfactory viow.
The subject demands fo bo examined with
more oare and candoar,

itisto be remnarkyd, them, that even
where the Word of God is fully and faith.
fally preached, thero is s tondenoy in con.
grogations to remain at rest. A prescher
who has proached from woeek to week for
many years to the same people, and who
hiag the prospect of doing the same to the
end of his life, can hardly fail to fall into
& less urgent tone than one who is among
them but one short day or one brief wesk,
The people, too, meeting quietly from week
to weuk, withont much outward difference
betweon one week and auother, do not
ordinarily foel any necossity for immediate
actionin matters of religion, Accordingly,
want of deoision oharacterizes many per.
sone who ars not destitute of religions im-.
pressions, and who are not far from the
Kingdom of God. Something is needed
to breakin on the ordinary monotony angd
rouse an inlenser feeling. In former days
in 3cofland, oommnnion ocoasions were
often furned into account in this way.
They were great presching fostivals, and
such cotumunion services as thoss of the
Erskit.cs were often times of awakening
and refreshing. In the Highlands, too, the
same stute of things prevailed. Butin
most parts of the conntry the extra sor-
vices on saoramental oocasions have lost
their power, and the manifest tendenoy in
tofewer extra sorvices and fo moro frequent
and simple arrangements for the eom.
munton. Those who desire to ses the pre.
valent langour of our congregations broken
in upon by special efforts to produce a
livelior state of fesling rosort to a sucoession
of mestings, night after night, for prayer
and evangelistio addrerses. But the min.
ister should not leave such meetings to be
organized by otblors. He ought himself
to be ai the head of them, backed by the
eldezs, and the more godly and earnest
mombers of the flock. Good is more
likely 4o come out of any such movement
when the spiritual noblesse of the congre.
gation are in the attitude of prayerful de-
sire and expeotation, when their feelings
aro deeply exercised on bohalf of their
unconverted brethren, and they are pre-
pared to baok the movement with muoh
earnest intercession. To guido a religions
movement of this kind wisely, is one of
the highest achievements of ganotified
wiedom and zeal,

The iden of bringing about a revival
through any other means than prayer for
the outporing of the spirit of God, has to
gome minds the aspeot of interfering with
the sovereign prerogatives of God. But
in 1eality there is no more reason for ex-
pecting a revival without the ure of suit-
ab'e mesns, than for expecting any other
spiritual result. Thero are means adapted
to this as to other spiritual objests. 'This
consideration deepens very greatly the re-
sponsibility of ministere, and calls for a
profounder dependence on that wisdom
which alone is profitable to direct.

Meotings designed for the purpose of
promoting a revival of spiritual life require
to be organized with more still aud care
than are ofton brought to bear on them.
In the first place, the very word * revival "
indicales that the first object is to resucci-
tate spiritual earnestness in thoge who have
alroady been born of Qod. It is to rouse
them to mors vivid impressions of divive
truth, more solemn views of sin and guilt,
more sonl-stirring thoughts of the love of
God aud the grace of Christ, moro grie!
au:d mere love for a world Iying in wicked.
ness, and moro intenso prayer for the out-
pouring of the Holy Spirit. And any min.
istor of the gospel may be well assured
thaf unless his ¢wn heart be stirred in this
way, he cannof expect that he will bs
msde the insirument of stirring up the
hearts of others. I{ however, by God's
grace, there should come to the moregodly
part of his flock a spirit of special senni.
bility, prayerfalness aud expsctaticn, he is
entitled to regard the time as suitable for
an effort on bhehalf of those who are
onteide the kingdom, or hovering about the
door.

It is recommended by some who have
made & study of such movements, that

it wonld have proved !

a gradation of subjecis be followed in

——

moeiings desigried to awaken tho caroless,
and bring then; safo within the kingdom
of Ohrist. For the purpose of awakening,
sioh topios ra ¢ tho wealth of the soul,
the immodiata and nrgent olefws  of
religion, the danger of delay, the death-
bed of the sinnar, the scenes of the lsst
jndgment, the Brst sepuration, the glories
of heaven, and tharetributions of olernity,"”
ere thought to be the wmost suitable, Next,
1t onght to be the aira to prodoce trne ¢on-
victione of win, The lalse stendards which
men aro wont to regard must be get neide,
and the rule brought forward, Lowevor
etriob and condemnirg, by whioh God will
judge us at the last day.

But awakened mon are not necossarily
convortod men, and thero ie no small ekill
necded in guiding the awakened to conver-
sion,

At this stage, it is of great importance
to urge tho fieencss of the gospel offer; ths
completeness of the worlt of Christ; the
call of God to the sinner {o believo and
live; not to work and wait indefinit:ly for
somo oxpected improvement of himself,
but to come as lie 15, acospting Clrist as
all his salvation and all his desire.

“ Among {he dangers incident to the
mansgoment of a revival movement, one is
extremo cantion, or fear of overdoing ; tho
other is that of pushing the movemeont too
fast, thoreby injuring its oharacter and
bringing it to a speedy olose, The pastor
rejoices in the work of bogun rovival, he
fools his own responeibility in rogard to it ;
his sonl is exociled and quickened under its
influence ; and he rushes into it under the
fmpression that he oannot labour too fast,
or do too much in a given time for the
promotion of so good a cause. 'The conge-
quence is, ¢hat he goesboyond his strengtk,
is soon prostrated aud unable to do any-
thing. Or in his heated, excited state of
mind, he is chargeable with indiscrotions,
whioh impair his influence, and hinder the
progress of the work. Ho ohanges, it may
be, the whole oharacter of the revival, and
turns it into a seene of excitoment and
oxtravagance,”

An acqusintance with the best narratives
of awakenings, conversation with those
who have had much to do with them, and
experience of the work iteelf, are far bet-
ter fitted to guide one in the management
of them than any general instruotions,
The Narratives of Surprising Conversions
in New England by President Edwards is
one of the most interesting, impressive and
instructive memoirs ever published. It
is eminently worthy of the study of every
minister, for it combines the view of the
philosopher snd the saint, calm wis-
dom, and deep spirituality, a burning de-
sire for the welfare of souls, and s dread
of the iares which the enemy is so ready
fo sowamong the wheat. No single work
is so well fitted to give one an intelligent
view of the whole subject of a revival, its
rise and progress, its orisis, and its decay;
its risks and benefits, its good and evil.

We have sssmmed thromghout, that
any religious movement of the nature cfa
revival must be presided over by the min.
ister himgelf. If he deems it his duty oo-
casionally to ack sid from men who devoto
thomselves to revival work, it ought to be
on the dlstinet understanding that they are
to assist and not supersede him when they
come. Even when the pastor has been
most deeply intorested in the movement
it will sometimes be diffieult to gunide.

Covgregations have sometimes been
brought to the verge of extinction through
the injudicious management of revivals.
In other caces they have been singularly
bailt up by the adoption of a wise course.
‘We have kuown instances of both., In
one instauce of the latter sort, where the
oongragation was doubled in numbers, and
more than doubled in fervour and fruit-
fulness, the minister has told ns that he
kept his eye open to two opposite dangers
~—that of discouraging the development of
life on the one hand, and that of fostering
the extravagances often adhering, but not
necesearily cobering torovival, on the other.
He found a great benefit in a recipe
which he called the threo s's—szubati.
tute, suggest, supplemsnt. If any one
wishes a bymn of a somewhat ranting
kind to be sung, he would invite the peo-
ple fo unite in einging, quietly substitvting
a more sguitable bymn; if some pro.
posed an additional meeting at a late
hour of the night, he would suggest that
a meeting should he hold next evening;
il any gave a one-sided address, he would
rapplement it himself by prosenting the
othor eide of the auestion. Thus aveiding
collision with the rushing stream, he con-

tinued to guide it in a useful direotion, and
when the waters subsided a valuablle de-

osit was left, and richer clusters have
Eung ever pince on the branches of his
vines,

‘We hope that the above remarks may be
of scme interest and profit to those who
msy not have already had the opporianity
of reading tho views of Dr. Blaikie as pre-
sented in his recently published work en-
titled ¢ For the Work of tho Ministry."

MxN's lives shonld be like the day, more
beantiful in the evening; or, like the Spring,
aglow with promise; and the Autum,
foh wilh golds: sheaves, where good
vﬁvm&ku and deeds have ripen«d on the

eld,

THE® VERDIOT NOYT REACHED.

The present yoar fs bound to make iteslf
felt all ovor the United States as ono peen-
lisr and merorable. It is the Centennial
Year, and 1n oansequonce it is bont onmar.
kiog itrelf in every svent and undertaking.
It might well have buen satisfied with tho
distination it ohtained tmough the exhibi-
tiun at Dhiladelphia, without facthor assox-
ting itself In the Lresideatial slestion. In
wddition to all the other celebrations of
American Indopendence, tho eleotion of the
Chilof Magictrato has proved itgelf some-
thiag unuseal and extraordinary.

Thora never was suck another Politieal
Campaign, The loud mutterings rogarding
the third terin, and the re.elestion ot
General Grant were stiil echoing through
the press, when the nomination of Tilden
and Hayos was aunounced at Conventions
and in  Slate elections. During the
lengthoned oconpation of the Whito Honse
by the present President, the Demooratio
party has bsen growing in strength, Qnes.
tions affecting the currenoy, general trade,
public credit, the condition of the Southern
States and other matters, have kept the
public mind in an excited and dissatisfied
condition, and have given scope to opposing
political parties to test their relative
strougth. While the Democratio party had
becomo strongor and had the vantage
grouund of attacking the weaknessos and or-
rora of the Government, il was not felt that
the Republicans had been seriously
diminislted in numbers, or weakened in
their yigor, or impaired in ‘integrity., The
nemes of Tilden and Hayes almost divided
the entire conntry into two equal but oppo-
sing seotions. Duringthe past few months,
tho War of Parties has been fiercoly waged,
nor was either side free of the charge of
resorting to base and unworthy means for
the accomplishment of their object, The
village and the city alike were divided in-
to two armies, who were determined to
fight to the bitter end, not so much for
principle, as for Parly Vietory. When the
beginning of the ond came, ncircly, the
poilingday, the contest was keenly and
vigorously kept up. President Grant, and
his scoretaries and officials were desoribed
as jubilantly counting the returns which
cawe in by the wires during the day, but
when evening came they eat down to the
sumptuons repast, which was intended to
do honor to the Republiean viectory, with
demure sountenances and voices silenced
by the probabilities of the hour. During
the eniire dsy there was mnothing but the
ery of party heard, or the utmost exoite-
ment and confasion visible. The returns
from the various States were eagerly
watched, and koenly sorutinized by the
people, crowding sround the bulletins,
Uncertainty was the result. While even
now it is belived by many that Tilden has
received a majorily of the elestoral vofes,
grave doubts as to the xesult of the eleotion
are expressed. The end has not yet come.
Tilden;has undoubtedly the highest num-
ber of votes as reporfed. Batit is even
yot possible for the Republicans to olaim
equality with their opponents. The elec-
tion of Tilden is probably assured, but the
acsual result cannot definitely be known
till the end of the week.

The religious and independent news-
papers in the United States profess to re-
gard the condition of things as satisfactory.
It is claimed that the contest is marked by
the absence of embittered foeling—that the
people are ealmly and contentedly await-
ing the izsue. It is said that the country
will be equally fortunate, whatever caundi.
date should be declared the victor. With
oither Tilden or Hayes at the helm, the
State ship is sure to have a prosperous
and succeesful voyage. It may safely be
allowed what is further claimed, that with
such an equally divided vote, the domin-
ant party will be so restrained and gov-
erned by the powerful minority acting in
opposition, as to ronder it impossible
for it to ocarry legisiation with a high
hand,

The evils of these Prosidentisl elections
are 80 many and obvious, that we believe
the present system will yet be greatly
modified. With the progress of the coun.
try, and the incresss of its popnlation, this
mode of elceting is felt to bo enmbrong and
inefficient. In former times, it might be
well enough to chavge the Prosident and
his satellites every four years, when mnen
the most worthy of beooming their suo.
cessors could easily be seen and appre-
ciated. Bnt now the Presidential election
is almost synonymous with revolution, It
is ro longer with the otject of putting the
best man in the forsmost place, that such
confliot of parties is carried on. There is
no propalsion forward in these eolections
for commerce, for business, for social im.
provemsnts, or even for religion. Every-
thing is at & sftand-.still until the election is
over. Siagnation in every thing but poli-
tical oonflict, is the necessary result. Itis
amausing, for example, to find & paper like the
Evangelist congratnlaiing its readers that
they have reached the first Babbath after
elestion. It heads its leader with the eap-
tion, ‘‘ A weloome Sabbath,” and remarks:
“ To a nation so fortured by alteinations
of hope or despondency, the Sabbath came
with its blessed truce and ite grateful rest.”

S

Buch language gounds strangely in ogp
ears, and reveals that Leneath the boastag
sapsriority of Repoblionn institutious, tye
uimost rottonuoss nnd corruption are gog.
oosled.

What & fine contrast to all this we haye
In the eystem of Government whioh per.
taing in this Dominion. While stili main.
taining and chorfshing our conneotion with
the Mother Country and with the Govern.
ment of the good Yueon, wo Lave our own
Govornoy-Goneral, our ministry and Pay,
lisments, our Provineial Logislaturos, and
oivie rulers. 'The appointment of the
Govorpor-Ganoral by Her Majorty gives
dignity to the office, while it remeyey i
from the avena of politioal strife. With »
nobloman like Lord Dufferin, whose high
positionand sducation s cuove him far aboyg
the contests of faction, aud invested as hejg
with Vico-Regal Authority, he commandg
tho greatost respect and influonce, iy
enlrance upon office, or demission of it,
takes placo indepondently of tho poople,
These are not marked by torrille revoln.
tiong whioh frequently threaten to fall
littlo short of oivil war, The Governor.
Goneral rules, but not as the rosponsibia
bead of & minlstry, o is indepondent
of all partics, whig or foxy, conservative
or liberal, republican or demoorat, The
change of minisity effools not the
ocoupaul of the vice-rogal throne, The
permanence of tho ministry, that is their
not being required to go out at a net time,
provents the statod marshalling of foraes to
seouro the high offices of the land, and
keeps commerce and business from the evil
strain of politieal strifs, while the ocoasional
change of the Governtnont, not nooessatily
happening at a fixed date, gives zeal to our
polities, and life to opposing parties. A
parliamentary eleotion, unlessit degenerate
into tifb strife of faction is caloulated to
rouso latent {falent and keen oompe.
tition for a noble end, and oertainly need
not interfore with the prosperity of buainess,
or with the work of the church, nor biing
to a stand still the energies and enterpriges
of the people, We foel that ihese oon.
trasts aught to make us love our Dominjon
woll, and lead us to become more and mora
loyai a8 her oitizens and defenders.

THE Nation seems to have hoen having
a fling at snoh writers as Rov, Dr. Wi.,
Taylor and Rev. Josoph Cook for under-
taking to meddle with suoh investigators
85 Huxley, Darwin and Tyndsll, Dr, Tay-
lor's letter in the N. Y. Tribune fairly
squlched the Huxley philosopby. The Na-
tion takesit to heart very muoh,and o'1arges
that olergymen ars never independent
investigators, but are partizan advoeates
of » cortain system they have received in
their training, In the Okristian at Work
Dr. Taylor replies, showing that it is not a
question of seience, but one of logio, and
when such men as Huxley violate the
rules of logio, clergymen are about as able
ns any other class of men to point ont fal-
lacy. Bo say wo all,

eremrenmaram——re——— )

Tae Presbytery of New York has ap-
pointed a collection to be taken up by all
the congregations within the bounds to aid
the fands of the Presbyterian Hospital.,
This is an excellent plan. The Hospital
and the Home standing almost side by
side are monuments of the bonevolence of
James Lennox. The work they are doing
for the amelioration of suffering, and for
the comfort of aged and infirm women,
speaks for iteelf, It is only fair that the
churches should do as much as they can to

rovide the necessary funds for carryiag
on the work of the Hospital, Thiz Hospi.
tal collection on Thanksegiving Day iy evi-
dently the suggestion of the Hbospital Sunday
in England, and shows how an idea once
started is bound to mulliply itself over the
entire world.

Alinisters md Ehurches,

Mrs. E. W. RaTaBURY prosentad the eon.
grogation of Mill Point, with a handsome
Communion Servics and Baptismal Font.

Tge Rev. W. Mitohell, B.A., of Ohalmer's
Church, Montreal, has been called fo the
St. Andrew’s Congregation of 8t.J ohn, N.B,,
the stipend offered being $82.G00. This
is ons of the most influential congregations
in the Province of New Branswick.

Tur new French Presbyterian Churoh,
in the Qity of Quebec, was opened on last
Sabbath, the 19th inat. Among {hose
who fook part in the exorcises, were Rev.
D. Langel, the pastor; Rev., Messrs.
Pariere and Beandry, In French ; and Dr.
ook, Rev. W, B, Olark, and P. Wright, in
English. A full report of the interesting
service will appear in our next week's
issue,

Tax Congregation of St. Joseph Street
Churck, Montreal, under the pastorate of
Rev. J. Sorimger, M.A., has had most en-
couraging progress. Oa Thurday lsst a
Social gathering was held in the Ohurck
which was well atteaded. In the early
part of the evening ten was served in the
baement, and an hour pleasantly passed in
sosial intercourss, after whioh the company
moved up skairs {c the Chareh to listen to




