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Guntuibutors wnd Corvespondents.

DIARY TN THE BAST.
RAZARETS, TS0bRINS, (Conlinucd.)

Som.mes wo wero lookiug porth.sast
over tho woll wooded slope of Tabor to the
dalilean hills, among which 8afed continu.
ally stood forth orowning a long steep hill,
and woll deserving to bo supposeu to bo
{ho “ ity sot 01 a hill," of Motthow v.
o took noarly an hour to asoond Tabor,
aud wero very glad to rost undor the fina
troos whioh we foand near the convent on
tho sumomt, We wore invited to ontor
and rost there, but much preforred tho
shado of tho trees amid tho grass and wild
flowors, and with a Jovely prospect before
ns. A little tip of Lisbanon now pecped
ovor the nourer monntains. 1 felt it quite
an era in my lifo-whon thus I first got o
glimpse ot * that goodly mouatain and
Liobanon,” which, like Moses, I had so
longod to soe. To soe it firat from Tabor
$00, wag vory delightful, hore all stonco we
hiad Lobanon, Tebor, and Hermon to-
gother, and could recogmzo the boaunty of
tho words in which the psalmist tells of
God’s power as goon in creation, * The
north and the south, thou hast croated
them: ‘Tabor and Hermon shall yejoico in
Thy namo.” And as we think how in that
samo psalm tho unchangeableness of
God's covenant with Dawnd through
David's son, and David’s Lord is desoribed,
msy wo not look forward to somo happy
future day when theso glorious * monn-
teing and hills” sliall indeod * broak forth
into singing, and all the treos of the field
shall glap thoir hands,” whon the cnrse is
romoved, whiclt now woighs so Leavily on

v E° the land of Isracl, and the vail is takon

away from tho heart of Israel, and they
turned to tho Lord. Yo spent somo honrs
on the summit of Tabor. The Ilavge
gaddle-bags oarried by some of the horses
contained abundance of roady cooked pro.
visions, which wo onjoyed leisurely. Then
wo wandored aboutl éxamining the oxcava.
tions, which have 1aid bare tho largo re.
mpaing of an ouotout chuech. Thore are
still older remnins of walls of largo hovelled
stoties; Ono old gateway wé found quite
desarved its Arabld tiIe" o Bab ol EEFH;
“ Gato of the Winds.” It facos ths onst,
and tho strong sirocco wind blow {hrough
it so violently that we could hardly stand.
But high as the wind was, it had no cool
froshness in it, and wo woro glad to got
outoftho Gato of the Wind, and take sheltor
undor tho iroos from boti sun aud wind,
Tho viow castward from Tabor was quite
& now scene to mo, for it not only com.
mands a long stretch of tho Jordan valley,
with tho monataius of Gilead boyond, but
algo the hills aroand the Liake of Godnes-
arct. Only o small part of the lake itsolf
is visible from Tabor, but from the position
of the hills aronnd it, its form ean quite
bo traced, and as tho portion visible lay
glittering in tho san, { folt as if this view
of itself was cnough to roward one for any
amount of fatigue.

The hills on tho eastern sido seomod
much of tho same charactor 4s those I had
geon all tho way from Korak on the south,
bounding the Dead Soa and the Jordan
valloy, and their pocalinr lovel outline cat
iato by doep gorges, showed how tho pla-
toan land of Bashan rises yradually be-
yond the doop doclivity by which they
broak down to tho decp ohasm in which
ihe Sea of Gatileo lies,

Rofreshod by our long rest, Mr. V. and
I staxted to walk on down tho mountain,
leaving the others to follow with the
horaee. Wo wanted to have a bsttor op.
portunity of examining tho wild flowers,
and-orrious grasses; and trefoils. Some
of {110 Iatter had most onrious soed. The
walk was very pleasant, and we went on
until we woro uuncertain about the traol
titen gat undor a magnificent treo till tho
others joined us. Black birds were sing-
ing most deliciouely. It ‘was the first
time I had board thera in Palestine, and
their sweet song added groatly to the charm
of 'the scunn, Soon tho W.'s overtook us,
¥ and womounted, and rode off along tho foot
of Tabor, which soon showed a much more
procipitoussido than that one which wo had
mounted, It was have quite {hickly woodf
ad, snd thero was an "undergrowth of
broom nnd other gay flowering shrubs.
Ono of thesé moye dosorved ihe name of
treo. Ny friends called it the ook
orange. Tho flower is almost exdefly liko
tho orange flower, but ‘has-no scont, sud
tho-leaves are not nearly 8o 30lid as those
of tho orsuge trre -sud bavs a groy undor-
side, Tho only draw-back to thia lovely
-Beond was the leat, and mmuititude of flios
which attackod tho poor horses, Mioe got
- degporate, and shook itsolf so violently
overy fow minntes, that I felt as if T must
bs shaken off its back. Ounr track:was a-
vory geod ono, ‘ovor undclaling ground,
Wi{]z caly horo aud thero o swamp‘yvbtnolt_
by tho long continued rains. We only
gauod one village ag far 23 I remomber.
‘The only thing at all worthy of remark on
tho way wns tho ruius of two vory largo
" Kbaus standing oloso together. They
-date from tho aixtosntb .contury, whin

' thoy wors buut for tho nse of tho groar
onravana that wers then wount to traval
this, the preat road between Egypt and
Damasons. Travollers were more plonti-
ful, and cortainlvy niuch botter cared for
in Palesting in thore days. Jiven now
this placoe iz the sconoe of a sort of weakly
fair for tho inbabitants of Tiborins, Naz-
aroth, and the vitlage . betweon, bat when
wo passed it thoro sva3 not & orenture to ha
seon.  We stoppad near the rning to water
our horses ot au sbundoat spriug, aud
then passed on onr way. it 10 counteqd a
five houv's ride Lotween Tabor and Tiber.
isg, and wo took all that to it from B.s
pony being so slow.

We wero all beginning to foel very tired
when, on gowg up a long gentlo elope,
Mrs. V. proposed to me to havo a cantor to
’ the {op. She bad boen at Tiboriag before,

and know what awaited ns whon wo sure

mountead this slope, but did not tell me
} abont it. In that way 1 bad a most de-
1 lightful surprise. 1'he slope was go goutle

that it did not at all propare me for find.
| ing tho ground suddenly sink down almost
| from my horae's font in u steep dechivity, at
{ the foot of whieh lay Tiberins, wiulo the
lake of Galileo wns all at onco spread out
beforo mo, decp down amtd the mountans

that embosom it. It was near sunset, aud
I only wish I could convey to my readers
sowo iden of tho beaunty of tho sceno andor
that lovaly evemug light, and with tho iast
raya of tho sinking sun striking on Hor.
mon's snowy cresf, and on the mountains
on tho oastorn sido of the lake. 1 was
quite unpropared for so muoh boauty to
add to tho saored interest of that Jaks, on
the shores of which our Lord so ofton
wrought bis wondorful works, and ** spake
! 08 never man spako” in the hearnng of the
multitudes that crowded around bim. There
was the lake in tho same form of boauty
on which our Lord must so ofton have
looked, thoro were the hilla on which he
passod whole nigiits in peayor, thoro wero
tho wators on which he had walked, when
in their wildest storm they owned him
their Makor, and obeyed thoslightest word
of tho man Christ Jesus. But whore ave
all tho populous citios that studded the
margia of the sen, and sent oat thair thou.
gands to follow the Lord from place to
placo? Gone, all gono with tho excoption
of this poor little town of Tiberias, and the
wrotchod little hamlet of Medjol, which
still tharks the abode of Mary of Magdala.

Tho very sites of most of tho gront. citios
where our ULord taught and worked
| miracles 13 a matter of doubt, aud tho oud-
| Joss disputos as to tho ymus supposed to
| ropresent Capoernaum, Chorazin, aud Beth-
sada, do bat the more strikingly ovidenco
the fulluess of the irnth of tho words of
Jesus, whon ho spoko 2f°tho destruction
SWaiung thoso luglly, favoured, but am-
1 ponitont ocities. ’

Aftor foasting our eoyns for .somo
timo on the view, wo doscended tho stoop
road in Tiberins. The towa surrounded by
walls and shaded by a fow palm trees and
towors lo ks well from above, but 1t 18 &
miserablo place. The walls aro broken
down in many places, partly by earth-
quakes, whioh aro not unusual in Tiborias.
The streots are narrow lanes of poor-look-
g housos, Wo rodo through thom to the
convent, where wo hoped to stay. Itis
situated close to the lake, aud is gaict to be
clean, at lenst by comparison with the
other houses of Tiborias. As soon as we
rodo into tho convont court, we bLoegan io
foar there was httlo hove for us. It 8 bat
a small building, and the numbor of horses
pickettod in the court showed that & large
| party was alroady establishod thore. After
! waiting o httlo, a monk came to the door,
and politely expressed lus regret at tho
atter impossibility of rocoiving us into tho
convent, which was alvoady so full that he
did not know what to do with all the tra-
vellors ia it.

As wo had no tonts thoro was now no
sltornative for us but to go to the house

ougaged them. They withed us to start
quito onrly, as-thovo wis than most Likeh-
hiood of a favorabie troexs te help nus on
our way. .

Having thus arrangod fur ths noxt day
wo rotired early, and all slept weil
but mysolf. The small ;umpors whose
kiug 1s said to reside tn Tiherias, wore
muol too numorons and lively to lot me
reat, 80 that whon 1t was time to got up, 1
had hardly bogun to slepp, But 1 was
thank{nl that tho othors had boosn bottor
off. Wo did not got off till near & a.n.,
whioh was o pity, for tho litHs braczoe whiak
thoro was at first soon died away, and
thon wo had to dopend on ihe oars, which
tho mon used but lazly.
good sizod one, unidecked, except a httle
by at erthor end.  On {Ius httls corner at
tho storn wo eat or raclingd, and as I lay
there (half-si0k with the sndell of fish after
my sieeploss night), 1 aould not but think
how tho Lord, on this-gamo lake, lay
**asioop on a pillow ' in ‘$the lnder pars
of the ship,” wheu the grodt storm of wind
avoso, and tho terrified ‘disoiples awoke
lm with their ory for holp. It was oasy
to beltovo 1a the possibulity: of such suddon
storms ou the Inke of Galilse. The moun-
tans that how 1t in are oat horo and there
by deep gulhies, down which tho winds
muat sweop 1n suddon squalls that wit

raiso the sea at onco. Even tho slight |

bronze winoh wo had in starting caused
considerablo swoll, and.ns wo were carried
to the boat by the men, it was turough
cousidorable wavos that broke on t{ée
shoro. Just as wo were othbarking, some
fishormon wore drawing a not fo shoro
full of fishes, It was a tnost interestin
sight, romicding us of the Wondorﬁﬁ
draught of fishos drawn from this samo
iake, whon the Lord dfrooted the fishor-
nron of Galilos, whom he thve gave asym-
bolic proof of his power-toannke them
* fishors of men.” . :
(T'0 be contirtued.):
X ‘—"":E
The Westriinster Conféaston.

Editor BRITISIE AMBRICAN PRXSDYTERIAN,

S18,—In ropiy to your correspondents in:

your iesuo of Decoutbor 10, permit mo as
briofly ag possible to.roply £ their objee-
tions, pnd define more cloarly a popition
whieh thoy do not geom fuliy to compro-
hond. s . .

It 18 true, ns one of your correspondents
obsorves,.thiat thoiregent .union of Prosby-
torians took placo on the Uasis of the then
oxisting standards-of--both branghes of the

| church, the Wostminater. Confossion being

moluded among 1ts subordingts stondards.
Tlis boing tho positioh of botk braunchies
of the ciurch previously, there could bo ne
objection to their unjting on theso -torms.
Bu thofact-that anlon Jyas accomplishod
on the bausls on-whioh we'nll formally stood,
dres not at all, on Prosbyterian principles,
bind us down forovor to maintain intact
ovory jot and tiltle of theso subordinate
standards, chould 1t becomo the mind of
tho church generally, thatit would bo more
in conformity with the teachiugs of our
ultimate standard—the \Word of God—to
rovise thom, or alter our relations towards

{ thom. It s quite compotont for our Cana.

dian Prosbyterian Church to do tius, 1n a
constitutional maunnor at any timo, and
that 1t should do 8o is what wo plead for,
who desiro that our rhimstors and officos
boarers should ho freed from the undue
prossuro of tho  traditions of men.” Aund
in thus seoking for a groater measuro of
Christian liberty, with which Christ has
mudo us ¢ froe,” we aroe not ** disloyal” to
our church, but ave scoking 128 good, as we
regard 1t. To do otherwise would bo dis.
loyalty to highor prinoiples, to conscienco,
and to God. They who seelt the roform
of a ohurch in any partioular by constitu.
tional moaus, are no more disloyal than
waroe, for iustance, the American subjocts
who sought abolition of slavery in opposi-
tion to what was then tho constitution of

of u Jewess who receives travellers. Tho
i firgt lools of things 1n hior liouse was much |
i bettor than we expeoted. lintering & httle
court, wo passed through tho sort of jarge
room without a front wall @hich 19 80 com-
mon in northern Palestine, and is onlled a
Lowan. Wo were then taken into a large
| vauited room, winch, though rathor cojlar |
liko, felt delightfully cool 1n companson
with thoe outer atr, winch was almost hko
tho bréath of a furance. Tho only furpi-
| ture was one very small tablo aund a huge
weterjar, which made mo think of tho huge
water-jars of tho fonst at Gans in Galileo.
Opposito the door thore was ono large
window without glass, which opened or
snother court, which was on a much high.
eor lovol than our room, 80 that tho mhabi-
tants of the court conld sit outamde their
doors aud inspeot us ot thoir leisuro. Below
tha window was a broud divan with
_cushions, which sorved for seat by day and
bod by night. Another emali room of
much the samo nataro was also put at onr
disposal. Our sorvaunis and somo of the
coplo af tho house slept outside our door |
in tho open Lowau, the roof of which
wonld keop off the heavy dows, whilo the
opou side ndmitted any ar that wao to be
bad. After supper wo conszlied about
what was to bo dono next day. Uar plan
had been to ride round the shores of the
lake oxamining tho ruins of oities heve and
thero, and gowg on to Hafed, stay thu!
night thera, and ga pack to Nezereth on
the third dsy. Had tho woather been
crolor, or at lonst had thero not boen l
sirocoo, we oould easuy have puanagsd
this iutorosting trip, bul after our dag'a
sxperionco of the sirocco, wa felt 1t would.
‘bo impossible to attempt 1t, ospooially with
gnch a wretehiod -bonat to ride as 8. had.
Tho noxt-plan was-ic got & hoat snd go in:
it to Tell-Ham, whero are the ruins bo-
lievad to bo Capornaura, Ia this way we
could seo tho lake without the fatigue of
riding. Wo sont for somo fishormon who
bad o boat they wo-o willing to hire out.
Their damauds ot first wore very exorbi-
taut, but they emiio dowa o -little, and we

s ottt et s st e

)

tho United States.

Ishould ke to know in precisely what
light your correspondeonts regard the West.
rainstor Coufossion. They do not, surely,
regard it ag wnspired. Do they consiqor
that its antiquily siwves it o character of
somi-mepiration, or sowt-infaihbihty ?  If
80, the decreos of the Counoil of Counstance
have a still groator claim on our rovorence.
Oo whbat prinoiple are tho Westmnstor
Divines of 1649 to bo considered moro :un-
thoritative nterprotors of Seripture than
tho presont munisters of tike Prosbyiorian
Church in Canada ?—that we should bo
committed for all timo to their views on
all points of speculative thoology ? Your
corrospondonts give no good reasons for
tlus, nor ocan thoy. Thoy may possibly
have heard or read the address givon by
the prosont Moderator of our Genoral As.
sembly at tho consummaiion of unien, the
vory timo whon ono of your corrospoundents
thinks we had all bound ourselves
wrrevveably to cvery 1ota of our subordinate
standards. Liet mo recall to bis nmund a
portion of that addresa: * Not as though

had attaned cither were already perfeot,
as 1t was tho fooling of Paul, oven whon
he had become such an one as ¢Paul tho
agod,’ and 38 it is tho feoling of ovory bo-
hievor, so should it bo the feoling of overy
obaroh in regard to itsolf. No churoh is
ontitled at one and the sarce tims, to dis-
elaim 1afallibihity theoretically, and olan
1t practically.  Wo ynatly ravors thomsn
of Wostmmnster 1a 1549, bat they wero uot
mspired prophets wore than we, and uo
Iargor unton will bo accomplishod if we
tiold 1 rogard of thom, or ather churchos
112 regard of thair foundars, *hat cvery part
and parecel-of what they establiehed 1s cs
httle tobe touched or altered as the oc ~ds
of ovangclists or aposties, or, andecd, as.
of they had all been writter down 1 soma
New Icstament Book of Leveticus,” Itis
on theso principles, €0 oluasdy laid down
at the vory threshoid of the-unfon, that we
ack for n rolaxation -of tho ngidity of the
Confession.

As to the question whether the Bible

The boat was a

AT I

|'neu?d 9';<‘_"' *"-ole intorprotor, whother it
bo '+ &™lareh,’ as Romoa Catholies
way .or i Cunfession,” us yone corres
on. ais say, 1 appeal to (he Confession
itselt ¢ All things in Besipture are not
aliko plain in themselves, nor aliho oloar
unto atl, yot thoso things which are no
‘oommry to bo knowa, bolioved aud ohsors
od for salvation, are go olearly prop nudoed
and opouod (n soms place cf Seriptare or
othor, that not only the lonrned, but the
'twlmrnod, hy & daa ass of the ordinary
1310008, 400y alidw aoto a suflicient auder

standing of them,”

The *“Confussion™ here jrankes a strong
distination butween the olear and essentiai
tinihs of the gospel, and thoss shioh aro nos
* uliko plaia su thowselsus, not alike olvat
aoto nl[:" Lot the charch bo as diatinot
as it chooses !n rogard to the former ; but

[pivasmundgupamstot-4

| human document, Lowever ancicnt aad
vonsrablo! This “furmingof new Chmichea™
on ncoouut of diffsrences in rainor poiuts,
has beoa the curso of our Protostunt
Christondom, or its greatest woakuess in
the oyes of both Roraan Catholies and
skoptics, and it ia direotly opposed to the
spirst and tosoliug of Luth Chriet . «d Hin
Apoetles,

Did I ovor say that tho Apostolic Con
-fession of Faith in Chriet did nut * corapro-
heod all the duatrines of a 2aving and sound
creed 2° On the cﬁntrarg I maintained
that it did. The words of St. Poal (o {ake
ono amotlg many of such ciinontly
siaple conlersions) = If thon shall ocne
foss with thy month the XLord Jesus, or
ohalt believe in thine heart that 4.1 hath
rajeod him frcm the Jead, thou slialt be
saved,” —show «learly enough the * apos

suroly it is not nnreasonablo to ask that it
should not furco apun us dogmatio stato-
wnonts whh all Piosbytorsaus cunnut ao
copl, in rogatd to tho latler. The mazim
—* In neceszary things unity, in anneces

~—shuald surely bo as mach a maxim of
] eaoh individual ohurcly, s it is of evangeli
cal Christondum. As I anid in iy last
Jetter, tho church has au undoobted right
to mamntain purily of teaching in all tuo
cssential docunines of Christiagity, but on
St. Paul's p.inciples of Chnstian lLiberty,
and on the ** Cunfessions” principles that
“God alone is Lord of the conscionce,”
shio has not 2 right to bind down the con.
scicuces of lor ministers or peuple to
every puint of a complirated dogruatio ays-
tom, embracing mucl that is speoulntive
and ‘non-osgential.

As ono of yoar correspondents appoars
aoxious that I should specify sowe of the
statements of the * Cunfession,” whioh
mbay of us regard as * donbtful” (I Jid
not say © falsc”), I will * spooifly™ three
~not for tho snks of provoking an ondless
conlroversy on mdtlers regarding which
tho grontost thoologinns have diffored—but
simply fo show what I moeani by saving
that we considur that the * Confession’
* dogmatises 8..d draws conolusions in ro-
g:ml to points on which it would be far

ottor revorontly to apcept tho simple
words of Soripture,” ete. (The word
“ gimilar” in my formor Jottor was a typo.
graphical orror, and should have read
“gsimple.”) Lany Prosbyterinus, in com-
mon with tho great majority of ovangoli
cal Ohristiang, cannot, and do not, accopt
the dogma known as tho * reprobated
anpioram,” which I think all” modorn
comwmentaters agres, is not to be found in
the Bible. * They do not believe *hat He
who * willeth vot tho death of a einuner,”
and who ** will have all won to bs saved,
apd to como 10 a knowledge of Lhg trath,”
 has *forsorduined to overlasting death,
dishonour, and grath, any of thosp whom
we aro alsewhore “told Ho will have o bé+
saved.” I think I am safo in assorting
that not one-tenth of our ministers hold
any suck bolief which virtually makes the
will of God the sourco of ovil and misery,
and I, for onc, havo nover mot with auy
Prosbyterinn who did. There aro also
many Prosbytarians who, also in common
with tho great majority of their Clicistian
brethron, Leliove that, as™ Seripturs tells
us—OChrist “died for all,” “tastod death
for overy man,”"—and nhot ag tho ** Gonfes-
sion” tolls us, that some wero * passod b
—ordained to dishonor and wrath'—loft
anincluded in tho redeoming love of God.
And bolioving theso things, wo Jo regard
tho dogmas of the *‘Confession” oa these
points as ** ponveying dishonoring concep-
tions of God.” TIarthermore, the groater
namber of Preabyterians Liold the prinei.
ples of religious Lborty to their fullest ox
tont, and do not beliove that, as the ** Con-
fession” tolls us, it is ** the duty” of the
oivil mngistrate to *take order that unity
and poaco bo proserved in the chureh, that
the truth of God be kept puro and entire,
that all blasphiomios and herosies bo sup-
prossed, all corruptions and abuses in wor-
ship and discipline prevented or reformed,
and all the ordinaunces of God duly settlol,
sdainisterod, und observed.” Wore any
s civil magistrate’ to interfero in rogard to
tho administration of the ordinances inany
Prosbyterian Charch—evon weroit to sup-
port the must “ orthodox” and approved
modos of worship—what a storm of indig-
nation would be aroused! Yot, tho above
is the distinet tvaching of the * Coafes
s100," which your correspondents would
have us komologate in all points, or—
loave the church!

The question isnot whother some Pres-
bytoriaus do or donot beliove ia all the
olnusos of the * Confession,” bat whethor
these who do should sock to force the con.
soicncos of those who do not, or ungenor.
ously toll them that tboy may leavaa
Uburch whioh shey lovo hocaaso they can-
not adhero to its Confession in all spoou-
lativo and non-essontial points,—touchin
matters ' too high" for any human min
to sound. The non onforcement of those
clauses would not prevent any one who
thinks thoem in conformity with Seriptare
from bolieviug thom as fully as ho chose.
Wo ask no authoritative doliveranco of
our bolief regarding them. Wo siniply
ask that thoy may be left opcr qoostions,
being decidedly non essential. Aro any of
our Prosbyteriau brothron really prepared
to say to us. * You tnay bo varnest and Go-
-yout followers of Ohriat, sinsera heliavers.
1n the Prosbyterian form of Oburch govorn-
mont, hoarlily united with us in a'' the
fundameontal docsrinos of the Gospo..—but

unless you ore propared to ucoept
with ‘us  ocorlsin human _opinions re-
-garding  speculntive ard  jnscratablo
matters, woe will disown you and un-

church yon—sond.you forth to wandor in-
{0 othor Churchss, or & *forma a ehurch
for yourselves I This may bs the voico
of afew. It.willnot, I awm oonfident, be
the voice of our church gonurally,~to
whotn, surely, tho conseiouces and fellow-
ships of their Jiving brothren should be
-dearor than the maiutonavea intact of any

tulic idea of o ** saving oroed.” Bat doce
tlis givo any woreant for the lea that a
“saviug orced” must contain dogmatic
statemonts as tc the oternal purposos of

, God, --not revenled in Soriptare, and con-
sary things liborty,—in all things charity,’ i

osrning whicl the most dovuted Christians
hiave always diffored, and iunst probably
always continue to Jiffor o, l.ng as we
* geo throngh a glass darkly?” “Nothing
is more remnrkable in 8t. Pauls teaching
than his defoncs of Ohiristinn lLiborty in res
xard to the minor matters which, ovon
then, threatened to livido Chriatians, such
ns qaesticns of ** days,” ¢ meats,” and oven
tha most important one of ciroumeis-
ion, or uncironweision. When you
“wound tho weak consoiences”" of your
breiuvon, ho anye- Ye “git against
Chrir " ' Neithor ciroumeision nor on-
siroumoision avafloth anything, but anew
creature.”  *' I detormined not to know
snything nm ng yU, 6avo Joaus Christ and
Him oruoified, says St. Pau! Bat in
maiataining its prosent relations to tho
Coufession, our churols dewands that its
offico-basrors  shiall *“know” a great
deal moro—moro many of us thinks,
than, with owr present light, can bo
known.

Undoubtedly, a3 one of your corrospon-
denis says, * thoro nover was need of movre
faithful mon and true” to stand on the
watoh-tower of the church. But this needt
isnot to bo supplied by a rigid formal ad-
herence {o & complicated * Coufossion,”
but by the auointing and teaching of the
Spirit of Truth—making mon indeod
proachars of Qhrist, unt of the * Confes-
sion.” Mon must bo faithful, in {ho first
placo, by being trne to thomsolves and
thoir conscioncos, and if thoy nro faitbfal
and.carnost proachors of the “Truth, as
it is in Josus,” why should their Christian
liberty in minor mattors bo “judged” by-
comparing them with the opinions of mon
who Jived more thau iwo centuries ago,
agaswh%w%eo cortainly iuflaonced by tho
i spitt of their ago in regard to various
‘irlx)utfm"' whiobvgth'o:-‘ oty 3 u
of tho Church of Ohrist has deoidediy
changed.

As I have no wish to rest the views I
havo ndvocated on my own individaal
opinion meroly, knowing by how many
Presbyteriaus they are shared, permit mo
in conclusion to commond to yoar cor-
‘respondents the following extract from a
printed sermon by tho Rev. G. M. Grant
of Halifax, ono of the ablest ministors of
our Church, one of the most ohorgetic
loadors into union, aud Modorator of easof
tho four uniting bodies. The sermon was
prenched in 1866, bofore the Synod of
Nova Scotia and Now Brunswick, and
aftorsrards Fublishod by tho requness of the
Synod for tho benofit of its membars:

*Tho Churchos havo beon faleo to the
very principles on which thoy were based
—tho righis of individual reason asd woun-

scienco.  *Where Jesns  Christ s,
there is tho Oatholic Oh xoh, said
Ignatius. ¢ Whora the Spirit of God is,

there is iho church and all grace,’ said
Tronmus. ¢ He that is good enocugh for
Christ is good cnough for mo,’ snid Robard
Hall. Tho churchos have not thought so.
Tho founders of each gave it a Confession
of Faith and diroctory of worsbip, which,
like every good constitution and Christi-
anity itsolf, had both an historisal and
philosophical basis. Did they mean to
put that in place of the Word of God?
No! Bat does our roveremce for the
church of our fathers require us to stifle
free thought and be satisfied with forms of
sound words? That is asking us %o be
traitors to our fathors and uniaithful to tho
inspiration which God breathes into the
souls of overy goneration of faithful wmon.
Azo wo alone to havo no freedom to
critioise, {o investigato in {hat domain in
whioh ° our fathers’ walked so freely, be-
causo they bad faith that thero was wis-
dom in God’s Word sufficiont for all the
wants of the age? Or aro we to b: iuso-
lontly told that if vn any point our opin-
ions beoome modified, wo may leav: the
Church? What doos such ccolesiastical
torrorism mean? The * bribory and sor-
raption of the timid, tho offer of a promium.
on dylluoss, o qremium on indolenao, o
prominm on dishonesty.” Itsays ‘abandon
thiought, all yo who onter horo! Iis
cquivalent word in politics would be ‘if
any man thinks that the constitution or
laws oan'be amended, let tho iugrats re.
nounco his citizenship!” That woeld bo
intolorabla! It is ‘equally intolorablo
whon_doctrinaires wonid rigorously apply
itto tho Church. Of old the Fharisoos
cast out of the Synagogue ono whoss eyes
tho Lord had opened, and Jesus met him
aud 6aid, ¢forjudgment I am oome into
the world,” Vorily that church is* judged,”
is nuchurohed, which is anxious to goo truo
sorvants of tho Lord go forth from it be.
oause they osunot pronouuce perfoctly ali
its shibboleths,” Yonra, oto.,
A-LAY PRRSpYTRRIAN,

Viss Tnowrsoy, painter of tho * Rolt
‘Cadt,” i6 ongaged upou s picture repre-
'%plix})lg tho return from the * Valloy of
R og .ll
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