TRUTH.

and you have no claim either in law orin
equity for compensation,”

Now what docs this show? Why, that
Government In issulng licenses, instead of
granting a 1ight, actually takes that right
away, actually robs the soller of a liberty
ho possetsed and excrcised without lot or
hindrance, as his fathcrs had doze Leforo
him, and compels bim to pay foritasa
privilege. And now prohibitiouists take the
position that because tho scller or tho
manufacturer has been made for yearsto
pay for this privilego, they Jany his posses.
sion of the right altogethor, and rcfuso his
claim for compensation.

Do prohibitionists know that in England
a gentleman may not ride in his carrisgo
withont paying license, in the shape of an
annust tax to the Government? Will they
8o 80 {aras to say that as the Government
has the power to tax thoy also have the
power to prohibit his ridiog aitogether? 1f
20, where is our liberty ?

My, Burgess says: ‘‘ The vote of twenty
millions to the West Indiaslave holders was
a voto of money to purchase property in
order to liberate it.” It +as nore than
that ; he may pat it in that way if be likes»
but it extinguished at the same timo the
right of the property-owners in that kind of
property for all time to come. Will pro-
hibitionists agrco to pay brewers and dis-
tillers for their property, and for the extin-
guishing of their rights?
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PARLIAMENTARY POINT3.—NO. 2

8Y J. E, COLLINS,*

S‘TIE DIGNITY OF FARLIAMENT.”

The hour of meeting isabouat three o’clock,
when, if you stand in tho lobbics, you scea
gencral futter occazioned by the move-
ment of a procession consisting of tho Mace-
bearer, & rorgh, rude, uakompt lictor,
without the rods and axe, and Mr. Speaker,
in long black gown and three-cocked bat,
Should any one by chance happen not to
sve the majestig bronze typo of sovereignty
borne aloft, aod not uncover his head, ke is
generally brought to his acuses by a rvde
thrust and a surly growl fromthe rough
lictor. The dignity of Parliament mustbo pro-
gerved at all bazards, but it is going, Ithink
rather far in this directicn to bo obliged to
uncover, etand straight and look awe.struck
at the approach of a thing cast in brass in
the imago and likencss of s very ugly
crown. I thought, as X saw tho burly lictor
give arudelook toanabient-minded man
the other day, and 2ay “*Take off your cap,”
that I heard faintly come to my cars from
out of the far barbaric past, “Bow down
ye slaves, bow down.”

1N TUE COMMON3 CIAMBER.

To the Commons chamber, hewever, as
you sitin the gallery, the fecling of resent-
ment disappears. Tho brass ‘sovercign is
stretchied on tho tablo like another armless
Dsgon, and the peoploarcsapreme. When-
ever amesaage comes from the Viceroy, how-
cver, the metal king isstraigtened up, and an
atmosphero of majesty avd awe fills the
chamber. Mr, Speaker Kirkpatrick, who
eays the prayers  and is the tonguc of the
Housc, has a rich, doep manly voice, and
to this good quality ho adds that of a-tall,
well-built substantial presence. Ho docs
not scem to bo as quick to detect disorder,
or to settle queations that arisc, as his pro-
decessor.  Usually, indeed, ho is fortified or
dcterred by a wink or axnod from oao of
the Ministers, wnd should a aturdy Oppoai.
tionist develop a sudden spirit of couten-
tion as to whether a Minieterialiat is out of
order or mot, ho shows his confusion for a

period by a “masterly inactivity.” Batlelt
to himaelf, and given time, he can anive,

generally at sound conclusions, He should
endeavor though to master his charts, It
does not look well to sce the Clerk of the
House, who isa very poor autlority on
such matters, wrigglo nervously around in
his chair and sharply whisper out a corrce-
tion or a picco of advice,
WASTED TIMM

If some wealthy man, whosu affairs wero
80 numecrous that he could not attend to
them himaclf, wero to appoint & number of
men to discues and arrango hixbusiness for,
him, andif tho personssoseleoted weroto con.
duct their duties as our members do, with
#0 much unnecessary delay sud formality,
80 many quibbles and squabbles, with such
an innumerable number of words and so
many repetitions of the same statement, I
am eatlsSed that he would at once turn
them all about their businoss. WWhole
days aro apent, somctimes, on a matter that
shonld not occupy five minutes. For ex.
ample, Sir Richard Cartwright made a
bitter, scourging speech, showing that Op-
position members were not provided with
their faic share of rooms. A general
acrimonious discussion followed, eating up
the greater part of the day. It turned
out afterwards that Sir Richard Cartwright
was incorrect. But whether it was truo or
not, tho question should not have been
brought up in the Houso at all till the
Speaker, who attends to tho apportion.unent
of rooms, had beon appealed to, Five min,
utes of conversation would kave settled
the matter ; but Sir Richard’s method,
considering the timo wasted, must have
cost the country nearly a thousand dollars,
witkout accomplishing anything furthee
than to eévoko some bitter and unbrothe:ly
remarks. It scems tobe tho notion of
nearly every member intho Housc that if he
does not ‘make a speech his constituents
will be displeased with him ; consequently,
after a discussion has dragged itself along
tor many weary hours, some dull, dreary
member will ariso and treat the Houso to
“‘points” that bave becn alrcady stated
over and over again. I have sometimes
heard one point repeated in an claborate
word setting as many as & dozen times.
Asarule the more dull and unoriginala
member is the more long-winded and cla.
borate is he. Ono of Mr, Cameron’s specches
is cnough to mako a small volume, and it is
as dry as the crackling wind that sweeps its
parching way acrossthc Sabaran deacrt.
Mr, John White, whom many look upon
as the succcesor-apparent to Sir Leonard
Tilley, is the most voluminous speaker on
the Ministcrial side; ( but in groat part he
reproduces his specches from year to year,
always presenting tho same varnbsh,
nover snzcceding in climinating the hollow
ring. Thero are a hundred other defective
points about the procedure of the House of
Commvns that Ishall point out as circum-
stances ariss during the scsalin to give them
emphasis. I shall also take a look inupon
tho Scnators, byo and bye, delighted in their
employment of divorcing husband and wife,
and listening to the indclicate morceaux
related by witnesses for the litigants,

*Author of **Canada Under the Adminstration of
Lerd Loroe ™ &c., &c.

—rt. pron

The man who considers that home duties
of s woman are inferior to the politice
w.rk of man must be cither a bachelora
blind. The very higheat qualitics of thl
heart and inteliect may bo exercised by &
mother, sister or an clder davghter, in
watching over the physical, mcntsl, and
moral growth of the children in her care.
Heroic paticnce, & vigilance that nover
tires, an adaptation of means to tho end, a
carcful study of individual traits, keen
}nycholo ical insight may find ample room
or cxe within the four walls of even an
humble bome,

AN OLD JOURNALIST IN OITAWA.

1Y COL. D, WYLIR,

Dean Trouti,—My long servico as a ro-
porter and journalist naturally led me to
tho transcribing room ocoupied by the Par-
llamentary reporters, whero I recciveda
most condial reception, aud an invitation t~
tako a aeat in tho reporters’ gallery, which
invitation was was moat wil'ingly accopted
¢ for auld langsyno."”

Onlooking round the Houso memory went
back for a period of thirty-six years, when
thein Misterial benches were filled by Measrs,
1lincks Baldwin, Lsfontatrs, Price, Mal-
colm Camcron, and other notablo mnoa of
that day, while the Opposition scats were
occupicd by Sic Allaa McNab, Sir  John
Macdonald, Col. Prince, and other well-
known Copservatives, In these days the
Rebellion Loss's Bill was the great subject
of intereat in tho country, responsibls govern-
mentbeing then a settled question, The Bil)
waswarmly contested. Col.Princo wasfierce.
His order to shoot those he deemed rebels:
and hisreply, **they wero shot aczordingly,’
wes nat forgotten either by the colonel o
thocountry. Col. Princo was a good speak-
er, but his most finished speeches wore
generally delivered afeer having ¢ dinedand
wined,” his firm hold on his seat as bo ad-
dressed tho House being proof positivo of
the latter fact. All now know howtheagita-
tion culminated —the riot and burning of the
Parliament baildings in Montreal in 1810,

In ecanning the faces of the memberss
Sir John wastha only manrecognized ashold-
inga scat at tho period spokon of. Ia plwce
of the senior Mr. Blake, his Lonorible
sonnow takes the father's place,whoso great
ability is inherited by his glorious predo-
cessor. In place of Mr. Malcolm Cameron,
may be placed Mr. McKenzio, and Mr.
Cartwright takes the place of Sir Francis
Hincks as a financier,  All, with tho excep-
tion of Sir John Macdonald, weromenof &
latu: age, aund tho lucky kuight, as hoad-
dresses the speaker, showed that ‘“there
was lifc in the old dog yot." This bringsto
remombranco a true story connccted with
Sir John, which tosk place iast summer at
Frazerville, where Sir John was located at
the time. The worthy- kuight was in con-
versation with an old political {riend when
he saw ono of his life long opponcats on the
street, whom ho called over to where the
knight and bis {riend werestanding,  After
& fow remarks of a friendlynature, Sir John
addressed his political opronent by asking
how old ho was, ‘I am older than you,
Sir John,” was tho reply. “You will be
the nearer Heaven, then,” said tho gallant
knight. Tho gentleman thus addressedlaid
bis hand upon Sir John's ahoulder, and ro-
plied, *Sir Jobn, if all tho tales thatare
told about you be true, I am afraid you
will never get there.”  Sir Johnimmediate-
1y made reply, ¢ Blcased arc they who are
roviled.” Thereply was 2o ready, that all
jolned in & hearty laugh, Thestory istrue,
as the writer of this was cno of the partics
concerncd. By such flights of presenco of
mind in repattes Sir John draws hispolitical
friends around him, while his opponents
cannot help admiring his tact,

Tho prees has its representatives in the
House, Ahfr. Thomas Whito, now a most
zoalous Tory, was at onc time Parliament-
ary correspondeat of the Brockville Record-
¢r, ono of tho best kuown Reform papers in
the Dominion and the oldest living paper in
Oatsrio, having be:in atarted in 1830, ard
pablislid continuously cver cinco, without
suspension, Wonder if political cxigencies
could Lring Mr. Whito back again to his
early home. Whethor or not, he now aits

foga it was his privilege to report for pub]io
benefit, and is now onoe of Sir John's ablest
licutenants, Then, on the Opposition
benchos, thero aro Mr. Somervillo, of tho
Dundas Banner, and Mr, Jamos Inncs, of
the Guelph Afercury, who aro doing good
work In searching out the corruption
abounding in the priutiag jobs scattered
smong the organs supporting tho present
Government,  While it is porfectly just
that nowspapers ought to receivo the
support of their fricnda in power, yet there
{8 & limit beyond which support ought not
togo. Inthis respect the Mowat Govern.
ment {3 moat miserly, whils that of Sir John
of tho moat opposite character.

YWhile on this subject I may stato that
the fracas between a Freuch member of the
Houso and a ¥reunch press ropresentativo
occurred at the timo of my visit to tho preas
gallery, and caused no little flurry among
members, The member had attacked the
family of the pressman., The latter replied
with interest, through the colunins of his
paper. Tho subject was discuased among
the member's fricnds, when itappeared that
a conclusion was comoto that awhipshould
be provided and tho hcavy end uscd inan
attack on the pressman. On his appearing
in tho gallery a message was sent thata
gentleman wished to svo bim in the lobby.
On arriving thero, he wasnot by the mem-
ber, who struck him soveral blows on the
head and face with tho whip, to the cflusion
of blool. For this vicious and unprovoked
assault the member and an accomplice wero
summoned beforo a magistrate and fined.
Suzh ripples are scarce, but still thereis
Fcnom\ly somo lifo in the House caused by
oud words, if not by Lard bluwa, asthere
islittlo lovelost between Tory and Reformer.
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DIED IN THE DESERT.

BY I, W.

The fiecrce African sun beat pitilessly down
as thoy boro himn to the rear. A small red
rivalet trickled across his forehead, anad from
s wound in the breast there welled out a
stream of tho red life.

Tenderly they placed him on the burning
sand, and two comrades watched and dstened
to the mutterings and ravings of the dying
soldier. Tor twentg-four hours he had
tramped tho dreary wasto without tasting
water. Now as the life-blood ¢bbed away,
tho terriblo pangs of thirit becams meorecand
more intenso,

One moment he would bo laving Lisfevored
brow in the sparkling streams Ly the side of
which he had sported wher a boy. The
next moment ho would call out pitcously for
“just ono drop of water ! In his delirium
he muttered ;- '
“:See ! there’s tho bubbling spring on the
hill, Pleaso don't hold e, I'm nearly
there now. Oh, water, water; beautiful,
dolicicus water. But—-why—ace, itaatopped
running !  Oh, the hillside apring hus gono
dry and I must die of thirst !

A comrade bent over and whispered in the
rapidly-dulling ear.

“Yes,” murmured the dying man, “the
fountsin of life is flowing, flowing, flow-"

They pulled off his heavy 2oldier’s boots;
the weary, blistered feet wero alroady cold,
and as tho death.chill crept alowly upward
thodoliriuinincreascd,and hetalkedoninces-
santly :—

Now I'm in tho littlo stream behind tho
school house. How clcar and cool is the
water. But I cannot drink ! My throatis
burning. Yes. I will wade out. Deeper,
deeper, deeper !

And now, greedy death is grappling st
the vitals, There was one quiver of the
ualf-closed cyclids, & smilo of cxceeding
aw cotness lit up tho bronzed faco as the lips

whispord :
Then a 2igh

sMother—home—Heaven I’
liko that of & alumbering child—a little gusp
—and all wax over.

Thivk you that namcless gravo inthe
desert holds naught but tho budy of that
soldier? Yen; with tho inanimate clay of
her boy there alao liesburied a fond mother's

a2 » member of the House, whose procecd- Jbeart




