
PICES OF SCHOOL BOOKS.

Referring to the change In the prices iof
h.o books, ientionied in last issue, nite

StIOn ha" yet been taken. It ts unitierstood

tlii. on tle imns truttstions oif the Nlmisiter of
S.itiomn, an arbitraution is likely mo be aip-
S ,ited té) Cn'ider tlit (uestioi nif the prices
ut whith books are being sold. There iinme

sp -cu ,îtii a'hthlier a0ny Achange. wil Ile
m ide )r not. Soine dealers hmt that if ainy

u tion w ill be taken ai ail it w ill result mi a
re'duction in the prices of dra'ing books. It
1 not vet announe wlien the arbitration

umli iet.

DUTY ON STEREOTYPED
MATTER.

.\ representatne delegation of publtshiers
.ntd juirney>mîîenî prnters from 'Tlrontto mnet
lion. NeNbrs. lin eil and Foster this inorn-
img, and arguied m faw or of raising the duty
éil stereot petd malter and printed sheets of
by iiin and prayer books to a pract ically pro-
hibitive limnit. 'l'le delegation coisisted of
\Iesrs.. NI. ,R'.e, W. A. Mitirray. Shepard,
R. R. F.llint, Cliairmîan of the K. of I.. Legis-
lative (tmmillttee, J. 'T'. Gilmour and John
Armt rong, of the Toronto Typographicai
'mion. They wtere armied ith Ietitions

signet by prominient publishers otf the I)omin-
ion and a iumnber of typographical Unions,
and urged that if the Amnerican plates and
sieets cre kept out of the country their pro.
duction bere iust provide vork for Canadian

prmters.

MR. WALLACE'S BILL.

Nir Walac's lillis evidently inot going
througli the flouse without imecting with the
iiiost determined opposition lie NIinister
of Justire wasN waitec upîon a.,t wteek b> a
deputatiotn, coniis" ting of N siri W F
Cailt, 1) iorrice, C Il liebert, J Conan,

t. Letkie, Il. W'atson and C. Chaptit, of
\Ionteal, and R. ''urer, of Qtiebec, accomi
pani'd by Niessrs Curran, Libelle and Des
iardins, to point oui the iobjections the> held
againlst the passage tif Clarke Vallace's
Anti i'nitmbines 111 lThe> represented that
if thle Iill were passd it wtmild put a stop to

a great proportion of legitimate business by
com1pelling whiolesaile dealers to seil at retail
prites, or ai sacrifice prices, because other
dealers Iiglit tit the sane. They said the
111i1 wî'as toi vague witl regard ta those of-
f inces whichl acre crcated by undiy raising
Ite price of goods, and would unreasonably

'itect the excliange of cotminodities. Thîley
-'nientdetd that it would be oppressive to in-
't on the forfeiture of the charter of any

".'.rporated conpany consequent on a
,ile conviction which miglit be for a very

''îual offence It was urged also that it
"tuld be unreasonable to have to submnit tn
t ,ury the decision of the question wiether a

(.éanpany should forfeit its charter or not

\ b' utduiyii raisimng the pice if conmiodities,ind they .lleged that there wvereo iti coibi-
t tions, so far as the imnterests they' respe'r-
tively reiresented, wélhich eri tinftir like-
ly to lie detrimiental to) the public iltee'.t.

NEWSDEALERS AND LIBEL.

Every mnewsdeaer is legally irestimnedi ti
kman te comntemt' if e ery publicat ion u hich
lie handles. even if the interval beteen the
tine wlien lie receie' thle papier froin the
office of publication antd the tuie of lis

deliverv of it o t he purciaser is si short as
to niegaltle cocusvlite po.Ssibilit\ (if
actuial knldIctge of the content-s. le I
liable even in his absene, liere the paler
containing the libel is reccived and sold by
his employ , uinless it is prosed that the

paier was sold. ag.inst bis urdomrs tr secretly,
or that some deeit was pratti upon hima,
or that lie wvas absent tinder sut h circum.
statnces that the presmptiîon iof lits tonni-
vance in the sale is com ltusi el tebuttel.

THE EARLY CLOSING ACT.

An application has beei miade in the lo.ta l
L.egislature for a retumri showing the naies

of the mutînicipalitics which ha e passel b-

laws under the authority of the " Ontario

Shops Regulation Act," distimnguishing be
tween cases litre such b-aws were passetd

in pursu.mte of petitions there'tft.r and teil
ctase. where b as aert pitti nithout

petitions in favor thereof ; and s ing, also.
n li h iof the b) lan , h.% e sin'e be eni rceleti.
The obje t is ta get all the information pable
in regard t- the wtorkitng of the Ontario Soiîp'.
Regulation .\t t, a lit h, it i s tsserteI, Lai not
beei operating subessfuliy, hut on the con-
t rar led to trouible and itiiiil ii an>
miumiivttien where it na.,s ,til mi forte, and

in mîan mollit umpallities litre it had beei
replied. 'The people. m min ta-,o, re-
garded ii as . I:ret t miiterferente %% ith the
righits and liberties.

r. ieredliihiwent for' thie.\t tcr> strongl.
île s.il that mianyîîî ladt su îpported it, tliimikmig
it tnould le a success, but was not. Ih uas

stated ].%st '.essmion that tile Nluither ounr

hai prI 1opoised, a.tl noui carry mino etlect,
some sucihi legislation, but the louise tînould
rctemnber thai the sesion Nas hardIl oer
wliem tle proposed masure was latghied out

of the Imperial Parliamient by a large major-
ity of tile iieiiIIers, and aimong (le strongest
opponents of it were those awho iight be
assumiedI t o itiost mîterested in tie labor
question. The experience of the Act in this

prmince wa.s that it vas to> umorkable,
not b> reason of an> defect in the iii.athmier,
but simlyl be.aumse of the unsounud prmiipie
upon vhich it wt'as based of attemipting to

interfere vith the liberty of the sîuject. lie
did not dci> that ituas miost desirable to
shorten Ilie hours of labor ly soie proper
means, such as by calling upon the onters of

s'hops throu1ghout the country to support tle
idea, but lenl lion. gentlemen tndertook by
legisation toî detlare that people shall con.
duct legitiiate buîsi ness in sicli and sucl
w«ay, a nîd according Io Nuci and ilsui ideas,
lthe y wecre introducing a tyraninical power,
Ieliniig niot to t his ceitury, but to centuries
long silice paSt and gone. 'This Legisature
undiertook to saiy " It is an oflence to carry
11 yur btsinss bv selling in the ordinary

wvay for the punrlpose ofl mîecting youîr obliga-
tions. Why, sci a thing belonged to the
dark ages of legislation. Not only in the city
of Toronto. but in every city tlrouglhout the
province the.\ct iad been found unworkable.
Tl'he majonrit) i the city of Torntnito originally
favored the icasure. but when i was at-
temipted to work the mîeasuire it w'as founcd to
be il gross imterferencte m Iii thi iberty ofl the
subject, and it should have been at once
reIeailet. lie understood that mn the city of
loroni t.day there w as not any trade whiiich

wiould h.n e the L.egislatttrc controi it, and i
the ty t' of London only the druggists, wlho
aere eighit or teln n timber. allowed thei.
sehi es In he governel by' it. 'l'île trial of it
.all through the country Iad shown it tu i a
mieasure which should never have been placed
upon tlie statutie books of the province; it liat
met with s littie response.

A CUSTOMS CIRCULAR.

hie follon ing crir ulatr has jtist been issiied
b> the CusDtms Departiment to the cllectors
at the tarious port% .

Youi arc letiuestedi to use ail possible vigi-
.Unm e m t.llectong the dut% of 12 ! per cent.
un repinii'n tif all Brtiih topyright works, mn

idmtihon tu an> other duty proimded for by
larif.

Compl.nt ha«tn bieen in1.îde to) the iepart-
ment that reprints oif the folloutng works, aili
ilustrated by Gust.n e Dure, arc being largely
miunipited imitot nada, and the copyright luty
not ollet teduz. Tllie I foly lible ;" The
Iliistor of Don Qîmîxotc" iervantest i.
ton's " P.tradise L.4',t . " l he l' ables of La
i'omtame, tranisi.tetd b% W. Thornbury
"Atala" iChateaubriand', trainslated by J. S.
Ilairy, antes " Infe'rmno' i l'ie \ ision of
l l, iDaites "Vmsioi of Purgatory and
Para-dise" - The Adientures of Baron Mun-
chausen' , airy Taies Tod Agam," by
Toin lood. Copyrihts,- Messrs. Cassell &
Co. . .', Ludgate 11111.

No ri-. Enîtry of aif copyright works niust
be Imiade on the authorzel formI, Il. 3, or they
il ie retuîrned for correction.

- la% e ) ou liro ning she asked ai the
t'llage -,tore. " N o." replied the clerk, " We
hatt e b ing a id whittg, but no brownig."

Irate piassenger <as train m- iuimoving ofti-
Wiy didn«t youi put my luggage mn. as I told
you, you old- ? Porter E -h, Ian , ye'er
baggage is iae sic a fuile as yerscl'. Ver i'
the wtrang train.


