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C’ase 1 Miss Mary D., aged 16,—a younn- lady of singularly ami-
‘able and quiet manners, with rather a slight figure, and pale but bealthy
. complexion,—was observed by her fmends during the month of Septem-

ber, 1862, to be increasing rapidly in stoutness, while at the same time
‘her general health began to fail. I saw her on the 6th of October, when
the abdomen was enlarged to the exfent usually observed about the sixth
month of pregnancy. The enlargement was uniform and soft, no trace
" of a solid tumour being perceptible at any part. There was no pain,
" and the catamenia, which had only appeared scantily and irregularly dur-
ing the preceding year, were unaltered. There was no swelling of the
_ feet, nor of any other part of the body except the abdomen, and the gen-
eral health was not as yet- much impaired. An ovarian cyst was of
‘course believed to be present, but whether unilocular or multilocular
could not clearly be made out, particularly as no vaginal examination
_could at that time be obtained.
"+ -Bhe was directed -to observe a rather dry regimen, and was given a
- diaretic mixture with occasional hydrogogue cathartics, care being taken
“-not to reduce her strength by overdosing.

. ‘October 16th. The treatment has had no effect in retardm" the prog-
~Fess of the disease, and the distension has inereased so rapxdly that it
" now (only ten days from my first examination) seriously interferes with
- her Brezithing, and renders absoiutely necessary some attempt to procure
f,ab least temporary relicf. 'With the advice and assistance, therefore, of
Drs:.G.'W. Campbell and Drake, I tapped the cyst in the mesial line;
~and:drew off 27 pints of eharacteustlc albuminous fluid, giving of course.
i immediate relief. No perceptible tumour could be felt through the ab-
»;}dommal walls, after the tapping. Uniform and firm pressure was applied
";t0:the abdomen, and she was dirested to take a pill composed of squllls
. digitalis and blue mass, three times a day.

‘ ‘ANbvember 6th—Since last report various other remedies have been
" tried;in the hope of retarding the secretion, among which, iodide of potas
; \smm, in considerable.doses, was given ; but; no mbernal treatment what:
~.ever has seemed to produce the shghtest beneficial effect, the distensiong
‘fﬁbemu already (in exactly three weeks) as great as before. She wi
. accordmg]y again tapped, and. 25 pmts of fluid removed almost as thid
{as white of egg.. ...
- .November 14¢h.—Dr. ¥ I‘rasel saw her Wlth me to-day, and we werl
perxmtted to maLe an examination. per vaginam. A fluctuating mass w
= found. . pro;ectmg Jinto the pelvis on the’ right side, and the impulse w!
+,yery distinetly felt in. tbat locahty when the mass was percussed throu,,
‘ gbdommal waH The uterus was somcwhat lower than' usual a3
1hrnst to the Ieft sxde, but was in other respects normal




