20 CRITICAL ANALYSIS.

thereby giving rise to a classification founded on the nature
of these alterations themselves.

The spirit of inquiry resulting from this uorestricted li-
berty of reasoning, has been directed to the study of particu-
lar organs ; but it must be acknowledged that the study of
the viscera is yet the least cultivated, if wé compare their
iroportance ia the organization, the obscurity which enve-
lopes anumber of the affections to which they are lable, and
the consequent difficuliies attending their treatiment.  Itis to
bre hoped, however, that this suiject will meet with that con-
sideration to which itis so justly entitled, and in the mean
tiiz2, we must feei satisBed that the work before us, isone
which {rom its minute researches and the illustrative docu-

sents which it contsine, is a valuable acquisiticn to the
practitioner.

In the preface, the Author announces that Lis beek will be
fouad to contain his own observations and reflexions, and
¢«-the reader tnust not expect to find in this work a regular
hisiory of the abdominal diseasesas they are recorded by the
authers, who bave collented the opinions of others, on this
ample and imporiant theme.” This mode of instruction is
noet sltogetizer 50 undeserving as ight at Hrst appear, when
we consider Low advaatascous it i3 for the interest of scienee,
that the opinions and expericiice  of obrervers cheuld szt d
tha test of ethers engnged in the same pursuits ;3 but we fear
that this exciusion of other writer’s opinion may become, in
less houorevic kauds, the cause of idle attempts to draw fulse
conclusions from isolated facts and ex paste experiments, be-
sidtes the necessity which itimposes on the practitioner, re-
sidinrata d:;nnc- fram the Metrepolis, of collecting = num-
ber of works on one subjeet which might sometimes Le ene
compzlsscd in less volominous and expensive sizes.

‘The book which welave perused in the preceding article,
isu very satistactery evidenee of this truth, as it contains all



