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The Treatment of Obstruction of the <i

Bowel by Electricity.-A.\lt)a1as (<riflih M dt- Ct

*1 JwOurnal) bas reported the case of a 'iuan. ifte tr

four ears old, who for threc n mnths ha< sufféred ru

with.hs I ,;tinate constipation. At th tinie ( <' c

inîg uindur observation the bowls had not hIe n l

movud for ten days;, and the abdomen was ilis d

tended and tender. The appetite was lost, and a '

condi'ion of collapse existe vith sunken face,

and a small, febile pulse. 'l'le introduction of a

long tube provd unavailing ,nu eleutric trhaifnit

was rusorted to. An inslated somid, with a frue

nmctalie end, was introduced into the rectium1, and v

a moisotned conductoi applied to bne abdominal a

parietes chiefly in the region of the Si iigO'l tle\ure. r

TFhrough this cir. it a priniarv farad e current was

pa ased, and its force gradually tincre g of i rtil th

patient experienced a cci feling of vibration

ii thv bowel. In Utcore e of the day a copious

ntc hti owal cvacuati< n cnsucd, oith wonderftul relief i

to all of the svmptomis. Iurîng the nc\b i vo

das the bowels acted ten tines, and in tue cur'e

of a week the patient appeared Lu 1i : gi< well.

A second case, in a wvoman fift\ -sveîi N cars

is cited im which a li<e riult was olanvd rom

simîîr treatment.

Po soning by Chlorate of Potassium.

In the -Jounal t/ the . Imerian Jfdial -1ssida-

1twi, McShain reports the case of a girl of ckven

year; who, twenty-fi>ur hours ;reviously, had,

while employ ing a gargle of chlorate of potassnim,

swall>wed a considerable quantity o the solution,

whîih, with sone tablets of chlorate of potassiuni

which she had taken, repre.sented about two hun-

dred grains of the drug. 'he condition of the

patient was that cf narked cyanosis and tenipera-

turc of 102 to 1o .. : scanty urmine, which was

exceedingly dark in color, and which, tinall , was

not secreted in larger quantities than haîf an

ounce in twenty-four hours. Later on in th 1 case

the urine )ecarme soniewhat more rue, but con-

tained large quantities of albumen, while jaundice

and epatic tenderness were developeCd. ,eSeain

quotes two cases,-one reported by S.herer, ii

which a rown nian. presented grave symlptomis <t

poisoning after taking tvo cents' vorth, of chlorate

of potassium; and another case of Dr. Hays, in

which a young wonan swallowed an unknown

îantit\' oC chlorate of I)ota,sitniii aCter the puir-

ase of ten centsf worth of this article. 1 both Of

ese Cacases sylpl<tomi1s were like those of the case
'ported by MeShain. excepting that in these

ases reco rv took place, while in that of

Shain death suddenly occurred on dhe sixth

ay after the pinson had been ingested.- Thera-

Diphtheric Vulvitis in a Child.-Gnichtel

as has repo<rted the case of a girl, one vear old,

ho for ive days had been irritable and restless

nd appeared to suifer pain referred to the genital

ciofl, th s toims being aggravated during
nturt ion. , mntion disclosed several patches

of false iemlbrane covering anteriorly the internal

portion of both lahio majora and nymphæl and in-

varhng the urethral orifice. 'he membrane vas

tirmlv attached and grayish-hite in color. It vas

further learned that two fatal cases of diphtheria

had recently o<ce-irred in the house in which the

<hild resi'led, the last but a week before she was

taken ill. There were no other synptonis. Bac-

teriologie examiiiiation of the nienbrane revealed

he presence of diphtheria-bacilli. The patches

disappearedi upon the use of local applica-

tions, chieily ot hvdrogen dioxid and niervuric-

chlord, and the child roade a good reco' rv. At

no time were narked constitutional s m ni o>-

served.

SURGERY.

Death from Urethral Injection of Co-

caine. In this case the patient was aged 72,

with heart disease, atheroniatous arteries, and sub-

ject to angina pectoris. le had dso an enlarged

prostate which cau:ed retention. Attenpts at

oatheterization failed, and puncture was resorted

to. The next day, catheteri/ation having agan

failed, suprapubic cystotomiy was decided on ; but

a last attenipt was made to pass the cathetei under

cocaine. Twenty graimmre (!) of a 3 per cent. solu-

tion was injected into the urehra. Immunediately

the patient becanie pale, general trenbling set n,

he sat up in bed, conmenced to vomit, and fell

back dead. In a report on the case, 1 )r Reclus

says that, rernembering the absorptive power of


