w ~catlle Tad tuken plade theré; 8
about were tne prints of the paeaghalarge.
Jog.  Some endeavor, however, had evi-
dently been wnade o etfice these marks, so

1 L Various “otheh

outrages;- all pcx"pc?raitéd
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" [Amm. 8,

gaunt

e —

that covered its

boff \\;Eiuaxl ex-

with the game extraordinagy combination of tremely rough and disorderly state, espe-

secrecy, audacity, au t
coceurted in various pus of the same dis-

Tornble “oriaiiality, [elally arotid itsneck,and from: the top of

its head a large patch had bepn_tqng off,

that, beside the puw-prints aronud, nothing i trict, and at varivus intervals of thneduring | recently, and with great violenes, ad the

wis distinet.

| the period of a-yearand-adialf-mall obvious

hare plage was still marked with blood

Immense excitemen; was ecansed iu the 'y belonging to the suge senes, directed by ; whiceh had flowed where the hair had been

rural district by tese two crimes, perpe-
trated in suck close proxbity of place and
lime, but-all eifiits 1o discover the erimi-

_uals, proved fruitiess. and shortly after a
third outrage, of a still more extruordinary
and infamous deseriptivin gave new strenath
and stimulus 1o the venerad alann and exe-
crat’on.

The villagers of Monterve, on entering
the churcl one moming to crozs themselves,
and say a prayer. aceording ta the eustom
of good Roman Catholica, were surprised to
behold the Abbe Viere seated by the pulpit
at the side of the altar, clad in the grandest
robes of bis holy cffice, laving his back 1o
the congregation his eyes fixedly directed on
the cruciiix, and his hands clasped as if in
prayer.  Many went in, repeated a pater,
counted heads, erossed themselves, and
came out, not daring to disturb the apparant
devotion of the father. At length a young
priest enteved hwriedly at the altar door,
prostrated himself befove the crossin ahasty
and agitated manner, then went over to the
Abbe Viere, spoke to him, touched him, and
found that he wasdead. Withalond vojce,
and in great excitement, he proclaimed the
fact to the horror-stricken people.” Tt ap-
pears that, on entering the ehpreh through
1hé sacristy, he found that the lock of the
door had been picked and broken, and there
were stains of blood upon the ficor and upon
the ground.  Much alanned, he proceeded
onwards, examining as he went. In the,

".zabe-room all was disorder ; the robes had
been moved and disairanged, the floor was
covered with blood; the cupboard had been
opened and a basin and sponge tuken there-
from—the foriner was ﬁl}_ed with water sp
decply stained that it looked like bload, and
the latter appeared like a lump of clotted

ore. The Abbe’s cassock was'on the flogr;
it looked as if it had been drawn along the
ground and trampled upon ; it was torn all
down theback ; there were numerous rents

. about the breast and neck, and it was well
nigh saturated with blood. The robes worn
by the Abbe at grand mass on the occasion
of the high fetes of the church had been
taken away. |, ’

On examination, it was found that the ill-
fated priest had been deprived of life in a
similar manner as had the victuns in the
two former cases. 'The throat had been
torn and lacerated in the same singular and
fatal way, and the wounds were covered
over with a large piece of pitch-plaister.
The face and hands of the murdered man
were washed ; he had been arrayed in his
best robes of ofllce, and carefully placed in
the chair below the altar, where he was
discovered as described. He had solemniz-
ed, the day before, a marriage betwixt some
wealthy parties of the neighbourhood, had
gone to the residence of the bride’s father,
where he had spent the temainder of the
day, had received the priest’s fees, and
some handsome ¢« offerings,’ tothe church ;
and as he was refuming with these, he had

’been way-layed, robbed and murdered.
The impious and sacrilegions assoeiations

~which augmented the enormity of this
erime, raized the exciterent to un almost
unprecedented extent.  Nothing else was
talked of for a long time. " The cleverast
police-agents from Paris were called to the

“sisgistance-of those from the locality, and

every. porsthle effrt made, withunflagging
earnestness and industry, bt still the course |
of jugtice w.s defeatad.

{the same diabolical genius, and perpetrated
by similar means.  The above lustances,
‘Ilb\\'e'\"er,' are all that need be cited here,
[as we are not engaged In d.eplctmgl ghe
{4 Night side of Nature,” nor in coznpxhng
'a companion velume for the “j.\g\vj:ate
Calandar,”? or o recuell from the Guzxette
tdes Trihunattr. o

i 1t happebed during this time that one of
the diltgeaces ranning from Calus to Pans,
threugh St. Omer, broke down shortly after
eaving the latter place, to which the eon-

that it might be repaired. © As the damage
was but of a slight nttare, it was not ex-
pected that any serious delay would be in-
curred 1 consequence. The passengers,
who all fortunately escaped without any
serious injury, were accommodated with a
room i« house by the way-side, where
they were to wait untill the vehicle should
be ‘repaired and brought to the door.—
Among them was a young- Englishman,
named Charles Ferrers, who was on his way
to Paris, where he intended spending a
Jyear or two. Kunowing but little French,
and being the anly Englishman in the
company, this geutleman became tired of
beiig cooped up in a room with-a party of
forergners, who were all engaged in eager
conversation with eachother, whilst he was
silent and alone, and resolved to walk on a
while, yntil the difjgence should overtake
him. Having inquired of the conductor the
road the coach would take, he went out,
the conductor assuring him that the vehicle
would pass and take him up hefore he had
proceeded far. '

Busied with his own thoughts, the young
Englishman walked forward in a medita-
rve mood, little heedmg any one who pas-
sed, or any feature of the road. In this
fashion he went on, uniil he became con-
4{scious of having pracceded a considerable
distgmee, perhaps more than two miles,
from 8. Omer. The evening was advanc-
ing, and shertly it would be dusk. "Insome

raad, and studipusly endeayored to recall
the instructions ‘of the conductor, in con-
junetion with the course he had followed.
However, as he could not remember having
passed a single cross-road or turning, the
way from Si. Omer having been an un-
broken and almast straight line, he speedily
became reassyred, and continned to walk
forwards, though now at a sauntering pace,
and with an ear attentively listening for the
sound of wheels. Being a student and
a lover of botany, he was attracted presently
by a ldrge bungh of curious mosses grow-
g on a bank, and went to examine them.
Betilind this bank wasg a thick grove of trees,
of considerable extent, and stretching some
distance across the country. Whilst stoop-
ing, thus engaged, he hecame conscious of
the sound of hard breathing, as of some
creature on the bank above him; and,
looking up, perceived a large wolf-dog on
the top of the bank, standing in an attitude
of fierce watchfulness, its large red eyes
fixed upon him, ity mouth open, and its
long, thin tongue quivering betwixt its jaws
like a flake of dail fire, Besides the hos-
tile bearing of the biute, there was some-
thing sufficiently ferocious and alarming 1n
its appearance to make the startied English-
man draw back and clutch his walk-
ing-suck with a firmer grasp.  The creature

| was of a groat size aud strength, and the hair

auxiety he feared he had taken the wrong |

I wrenched cut by the rmots. Ferrers had
! heard of the reeent ontrages, when in Eng-
| jand, and it is not surprising that the re-
|memb_ran,ce of them mow Hashed across
 his mind with panic-striking force. In-
i valuntary he began to move towards St.
; Omer, regretting his own thoughtlessness in
eomng so fur alone 1 a country so noto-
riously infested, and cursing the delay bt
the tardy diligence.  As he moved away,
i the dog followed, springing from the bank
land trailing after his footsteps with a

ductors were obliged to take it buck in arder | crouching, crawling gait, very singular and

lominous. It appeared to the frightened
1 . . .

| Ferrers that the animal only waited” a sig-
% nal from its master or masters, who mig/t
i be lying concealed close by amidst the
! trees, to fasten upon him and-tear him by
i the throat as other victims had been toru.
; He looked fixedly at the brute,as he retreat-
{ ed cautiously, and step by step, but found
he could not engage or fascinate its eyes
with his own, as he might have done; he
thought, had it been merely obeying the ip-
stinets of 1its own nature. It did not look
towards him all the time, and seemed to
avoid encountering his glanee, but ereuched
after him steadily, its long mouth open, its
fangs displayed, 1ts tongue still quivering
betwixt its Jaws; and though turning its
head from side to side, maintaining so close
a survellance over him, that the leastmove-
ment of his stick was followed by a low
growl. The ereature was evidently acting
under severe training ; its ferocity was not
awakened, its passions were not roused,
aud though i pursued-him in a manner so
sinsister and threatenng, it had stli the
appearance of a dog acting under the fear
of the whip. :

In this curious fashion Ferrers retreated
some fifty paces. At that distance from
the spot where he received the first alarm,
some large trees on the right—the side
from which the dog had issu’e&f——threw tneir
branches faracross the road, deepening into
dark gloom the dusk of the eyening. ~Fer-
rers, whase apprehensions, founded upon
the frightful stories of robbery and’ myrder
which he had heard, had already excited
his perves to a painful tensian, winced and
trembled on finding himself at this poixt, of
which the solitvde and obscurity were in
such desperaté keeping with his'fears. He
paused, and again tightened his grasp
around the stou} staff he carned. As he
stopped, the dog stopped also. Under the
impulse of a sudden’ thought, he went to-
wards the animal, and uttering a carressing
exclamation, held his hand out, with a
conciliating gesture, But these approaches
won no response ; there was no wagging of
the 1ail, and no relaxation of the sullen yet
eager watchfulness of the brute. " Ferrers
glauced around him, at the thick wood
upon the right, at the dark, sombre spot
behind, vp apd down the broad, white,
silent road. No living being was in sight ;
no welcome sound was 1o be heard; as far
as eyes and ears could perceive, he and
this wolf-dog of strange and alarming be-
haviour were the only occupants of a vast
and dreary solitude, = Dut the evidence of
the senses was nothing worth. Imagina-

up a thousand crouching forms amidst the
trees, a thousand gleaming eyes and cruel
ferocious faces peerinﬁg gut from amongst
the leaves, a thousand low whispersof dire-
tul inpoit in every sigh of the wiath A

tion arrayed the scene n terrors, conjuring.




