104

JOURNAL OF EDUCATION

the Protestant minority in Lower Cannda, The government had no
doubt that that bill would meet the most decided opposition of alarge
majority from l'pl)cr Canuda, including that of every member of lﬁo
sovernment from Upper Cannda but himself, (Hear, hear.) Had the

sowor Cunuda bil stood alone, ho repented, thero was ne sort of doubt
u wajority would have voted for it; yot when the two bills camo up
together the government had nscertained alsu that the mnjonty of
Jower Canadin would have felt it their duty to their co-religionists to
insist that the two bills should pass through the House at the same
moment.  Then we_should have had un unfortunate spectacle of the
majority in Lower Canadu in a confliet with the majority in Upper
Canndan just us they were on tho eve of separation. ~The provisions
of the bilt formed part of tho guarantees provided by Conflc)dormion,
and any tnws on this subject in foree when Confederation is consum-
mated could not afterwnrds bo altered, and ench section would
have felt itselt’ suliering under grievances which there was no
constitutional method of escaping from. Canadn, therefore
instend of' starting on a new ruce of Confederation in pence and
harmony, wo.ld present to the Lower Provinces an unfortunnte speet.
acle of two houses divided aguinst themselves. Instead of double
majority we should have had double nungrity. The Government, on
the whole, considoring the deep importance of this question, though
with the deepest regret, felt it their duty to say that they were going
to ubandun thus bilt, uud the minority buth in Gpper and Lower Ca-
nada would be obliged to throw themselves on t‘lo generosity of the
mujority in their vespectivo sections, (Hear, hear.) He hoped this
coutidence mrght not be untuunded. He telt sure that the Protestant
majority in U pper Canada would show thatif they were strong they could
be generous. (lear, hear.) He repeated that it was with 11 sreatest
pain that Govermnent, looking to the fiture prosperity wnu welfure
of the country, felt 1t to be their duty to take thus course. Tlus was
1 great cause of regret, but st was o still greater cause of regret to
hiumself and colleagues that by adupting this course they would lose
the assistance of one of the most able and distinguished membersof the
government ; ho reterred to the Minister of Finance, who had identi-
hed hunself with this questivin and who was looked upon in this House
and in Lwer Canadu as the exponent of the feelings and wishes of
the Protestant minority in Lower Canada.  But that hon. gontleman
fet that lus usetuluess and mfluence would be destroyed and that he
would have {aid bimself open to charges of insincerity and with pre-
ferring office to the interest and feclings of those for whom be had so
zealously fought and labored. (Hear, hear.) He (Mr. Galt] had,
theretore, felt it his bounden duty to inform his cofleagues that he
could not be responsibie for the ‘policy of the government on this
question, und he presented his resignation to His Excellency. who
hud been graciously plensed to nccept it.  This was a matter of most
unteigued regret to the government, and he believed it would be
equally a matter of regret to the whole country.  But the only con
solution they bad w~as this, that in withdrawing from his position none
of the ties of personal friendship which had so long existed between
Mr. Galt and s coileagues were broken. In the meantune he was
happy to inform the House that the government had invited the hon,
gentteman [Mr. Galt] to aid and assist them in carrying through the
wmessures which he had so ably mediated in this House, and that he
had consented to do so. e [Mr. Jno. A. Macdonald] had further to
annonce that in consequence of the withdrawat of this bill, the session
would be speedily cnded, and that it was the intention of His Excel-
lency to prorogue the House on Saturday next.

Hox. Mg. Gavr said it had not been without & deep sense of the
great responsibility of the step which he had taken that Ke had resigned
his position in the present Government. His hon. friend had explained
the position of matters which led to the adoption of this course—
which led to his resignation. He (Mr. Galt) was bound in all candor to
say that he thought the Government had taken a course whick he believed
the interests of the country required, but it was oae which ke could
not approve. It was not that he thought the Protestants of Lower
Canada would be dealt with unfaicle by the Catholic winority, but it
was because he had in his place in the House and in the Government
taken a certain ground on this question which rendered it impossible
for him to be responsible for the policy of the Government on this
measure.  (Hear, hear.,) With regard to the policy which he intended
to pursue on this question, e should now have an upportuaity of con-
sulting his friends in the country ; but he felt assured that the future
Partiament of Lower Canada would agree that the interests of the
conutry required Government to urge this questiun in a deeper consi-
deration of the public welare  He felt sure the minority of Lower
Canada would not be sufferers in this matter. It was no light thing for
him to retire from the position he occupied, and the triends with whom
bo bad acted so wany years, but there w.re considerations which he
felt must outweigh these. Ho repeated that he thought Government
had taken a proper, wise and patriotic course, even though it had

\

placed him in this position. IIo thought that the House must be aware
that to havo given offense to a large scetion of the country by their last
uct in the concluding sesdion of this Pachament would be highly injudi-
cious, It would Lo highly dungorous to give the Catholic portion of
Upoer Canadn a just enuse of complaint to make against tho Govern-
ment. It was only dyo to his collengues ir. Lower Canada to say that
thoy hud at least sfnown no disposition to renede from the pledgo which
was given nt tho formation of the Couhitiui.. Ho was bound to sny this
in justico to them, and especiatly to tho «ttorney-Goneral East. Public
intorests m their opimion compelled the Government to tnke this
course,

Mu. S. Macpoxaib said the Government had taken & very wiso
course 1n arriving at this couclusion. The observations made by
former speakers showed the very strong reasons there were for not
forcing on n measure ealeulnted to produco very serious diflicultics in
Upper and Lower Canada. At the conclusion of the devate on the
Queboce schieme, ho had pointed out the ovil of fettering any majority
cither in Upper or Lower Cnnndn so that thoy could not interfore
with the minority. The observations which he mnde at that time
were not thought of nay moment ; but the sume conclusion had now
forced itself on tho (g,ovcmmcnt, aud he was very glad that out of
respect to the feelmgs of Upper Canady, the declaration of to-day hud
been obtained from the Government. He claimed that the Protestunts
of Lower Canada had no reason to fect nlermed. To-day he found the
oxpression of confidence which he (Mr Snndfield Macdonatd) formerly
heard repeated by the Atty. Gen, West. It would have been most
extrnordinary legislation to have pluced the nunonty in such a 'pusi-
tion that they should not, to some extent, be at the merey of the
mujoritg'. L{c was not ufraid but that they would obtain justice in
either Province.  When the Confederation scheme was consummated,
both would stand on equal ground, aad he halno doub justice would be
accorded to them, und believing that, he cougratulated the gentlemen
ou the Treasury Lenches of this House, especiatly the members from
Upper Canada, that their voices had been heard. "Lhe pros#()ect of Cou-
tederation was much less alarming to him now. He looked upon it
as a foregone conclusion ; but ho had always been glad to do anything
to produce harmony between the two sections. Confederation being
mevitable, ke did not wish to have tho responsibihity of carrying it
through by taking it out of the hands of the gentlemen now on tho
Treasury benches. It might fuil in their hands; he thought it would ;
and if it fuiled 1 others, the failure would be ascribed to their want
of faith und sincerity.

Mz. Caucnox regretted extremely the issue of the contest con-
cerning schools. ke regretted very much that the country was to lose
the services of the Finauce Minister. Ile was ready to vote for the
amendments to which the Government pledged themselves in 1864,
but the breaking up the whole system and appointing a deputy super-
intendent he could not accept. It was an insult to his race to embody
such extreme distrust i the statute.  If these features were removed
the bill might hay - passed.

M. Pork had reason to hesatisfied with the fair play he and British
Lower Canadinus genorally had always received from the present
Superintendent of Iiducation, and so far as he was personally con-
cerned, 8o far ns most of the hon. members near him  vpresentng the
Englisf: speaking coustituencics were concerned, nay he was suro that
so far us the Finance Mimster himself acted for himself, they would be
satusfied to trust their interests in the future to the French Canadian
majority. But that would not satisfy the peoplo at home whom they
represented, whose interests they were bound to defend, whose appre-
hensions, though founded on prejudice, they were bound to consider.
Nor would their contentment quict those agitators of sectional strife
who by appealing to prejudices had awakened an agitation and
alarm whic{: nothing but some such measure as that proposed,
but now abandoned, could allay. They had wished to settle
the matter that in future political existence, it could never become
a bone of contention letween the two races snd creeds. The
Enylish specking people of Canada had felt they had made large
concessions on their part. Yieldiu[.i; to a natural feeling of alarm
felt by French Canadiaus, they had voted for a confederate from
of government which was distasteful to them, who desired legis-
lative union, wnd to o dissolution of the umon with the British of
Upper Canady, which they did unwiilingly ; and _having conceded so
much to French Canadians to allay their alarm for the safety of their
religion, language and institutions, they felt they had some right
to ask in return t}fxese lesser concessions, not as perhaps, in the opinion
of membess themselves, of absolute necessity, but as dumanded by the
state of public opinion in the Position of the country which they
vepresented. It was n matter of sincere regret that this-request of
theirs should have involved the luss to the country of the services of
hon. the member whom they regarded as their representative in the
Cabinet.



