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of the balance. *T'he tongucsof her orators
are silent. Her heroes sleop togother in
tho grave, and from dil: the myvinds that
Avielded her arms, not the twang of a bow
string is heard,  Sho forgot God, and her
wickedness turned hor into the gtave, and
her fute should be a warning to the nations
of tho carth, teaching that virtue alono is
tho rock of defonce, the only suro safe-
guard against national death-and a political
grave.

Where now aro Tyre, and Sidon, and
Thebes, and Babylon, that once lifted their
proud domes to the skies? They have
gone down to the grave and are sleeping
in dreamless silence there. Tho bittern
and the owl screech in their palace, and
the cagle makes her nest in theirivy walls.
‘Why are they not now blooming as in
artcient days 2. Thostory is short. They
were wicked and thoy died. ‘Revelling in
the glory of their strength, and rioting in
luxury and excess, thoy forgot God and
were driven into the grave. [ ask, thon,
isit not true that the wicked and =1l the
nations that forget God, shall be turned into
the grave? Thus.much for tho national
aspect of the case.

2. T proceed to consider the subject as
it relates to individuals.

T trust my readers have not lived so long
in the world without learning that the na-
tural tendency, and the legitimate effect of
all wickedness, is to shorten human life
and hurry men into the grave. The Serip-
tures all along, present long life os the re-
ward of virtue, Length of days is in the
right hand of wisdom; and of him that
heeds God’s law, it is said, « With long
life will T satisfy him.” On the other
hand, the word is that the wicked shall not
live out half their days. They shall be
cut off in the midst of life, and be snared
in the works of their own hands. This
same lesson is tought.in -the text, “they
shall be driven, turned-swddonly into sheol,

" the grave or state of the dead.”

Do you wish for iHustrations and proof
of this truth? Behold Haman haneing
upon the gallows thathe built for hforde.
cai, the Jew. See an ungrateful *A*salom
on the tree, in the morning of life, end ‘in

the bloom of his health and strength.  And i

is it not true that their own wickcdness
brought thom to this untimely end ?

These are but instances that illu-trato a
great truth, a general principle. Iis,
workings here may be more outward and
~visible, but they are not more certain or!
sure. There is not one of all the dark

catalogue of crimes that darkens the pag-s '

of this world’s polluted history, the ten-
dency of which is not to shortcn hizman
life, and bring man carlier Yo his grave.—
God has so consmu.cd man, that siu is o
violation of the lav's of his nature, on the
‘healthful operstion of which his 1ifie de-

pends ; and cvery sin he commits, bears |

Tike an incubus upon him, and the acu-
mulated weight that bears teavily upon the |
«constant transgressor, wiil as certeinly
crush him into the grave, asthere is truth |
inthe experience of man.

Is not the drenkerd whitling with a fear-
ful haste down to the“grave, and at every
sicp accelerating his speed by his sin 3
The graves are green zround us, and from
the mouldering scpulchres of the dead,
there comes up a voice cchoing the senti-
mceats of the text : “Thoe wicked shall be
driven into the grave.” He thet gives
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loose reigns to his | _pL\SlO[IS, is inu constant
fover, and there is  connexibn between

the state of the wmind and health of the
body, so intimate, that not one hurtful pas-
sion can bo indulged without detriment to
the powers of life.  Buchistho law of na-
ture, and such is tho sontiment of tho toxt.

It is very true that, sooner or later, oli
must go to the grave, ‘Buttolive a lifo of
sin and misery, and in the midst of yeoars
to be cut off by violence, orswing froma
gibbet, isone thing. But to live in peace
and joy, to a good old age, and then to be
gathered to our father's, like a shock of
corn fully ripe, with the blessings ¢f child
ren’s cliildren upon our heads, is another
thing. And I imagine there is sou .o slight
difference between the two. 1 know not
how you feel, but for me, 1 say : Let -me
dic ths death of thenightcous, and let my
last end be like his.”

But anothor objector says : I do not see,
after all, that it gakes much difference ;
for according to the Universalist doctrine,
the man-who iscut off' in the midst of life,
only gets-to heaven o little sooner on.that
account,

- Well, let us sce how you are-willing to
test your objection by experiment. You
are a Christian, and have no doubt that,
should you die now, you would go imme-
diately to heaven ; whereas, if you live,
you may foll away and belost. MNow sup-
pose we arrest you for murder, and cast
you into prison, and finally hang you. It
willl not-meke much difference. you know.
You will only get to heaven alittle sooner;
thatis'all.  What say vou ? would you like
to travel that road to heaven? Ah! you
sey, you are innocent of crime, and would
not suffer m that way. Very el df
these things would be rsore evils to yoy,
when supperted by a conscjonsness of in-
nocence, what are they to the man who,
in addition to the miseries of the prison
and the prospect of the gallows, is crushed
with the damning scense of gult, and
hounted at noon-day, and in ‘the silence of
the dark night, with the voice of bloed,
coming like Banquo's ghost, that « will not
down,” end howls in Lis cars for ven-
geance? Is his mind at ense? And
does his dying bed feel * soft 25 downy pil-
lows nre”? b

Let me lustrate a livle farthert A
few years agn. a certain preacier by the
name of Avery, was arrected and tried for

"'murder, in one of the northern Stares.—
’ Many, very many, thourht Tim goiliy.—
! Whether e wos or unt, God obly kuows,
Bur T well rememlber, that tue mass of the
denomination to which Lz was eitached,
l‘:ought him innceent, and madeall possi-
* bie efforts to obtain hix zequital, in which

Fthey were successful.  Now, why did they
I'nat ast up to the spirit of this objection,
w '.xm they 50 oﬂcn bring against us, and
say: Webelieve Br. Avery to be inno.
{eont,and 2 gosd Christian ; but then we
! have 1o objncuon to liis Leing hung; he

Fhe will only get to heaven a hule gooner,
‘ for he will swing from the gallows * right
into poradise! o

I regret the necessity of using such
plainness ; but it is necessary to teach
people, that when their own touscs are of
glass, they should be cautious about cost-
ing stones at the windows of their neigh-
bors. Thetruthis, life, is a blessing to
which all men cling with tenagity ; ond to
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toan unumelygmve, isan ovil from which

‘natura shrinks with 2t her powers. And
this is tho doam that the text denouncea
upon the wicked.

2, Tho texm * sheol” is sometimes used
figuratively,to donote suffering and misery,
herd'in timé.

I you understand tho text in this light,
itis true, “Duvid, whois its author knéw
from his own bitter experience, that the
'wicked wero turned into hell, for ho had
been there himself.  * Thou hast delivered
1y soul fror.the lowest hell,?? is his lan-
gunge.  What was'tha. hell fiomn which
lic biad been delivered ? T answer, troublo
of mind and anguish of spirit that came
upon him for his crimes, Fearful foro-
bodings of the future, and horrible recol-
lections of the past, come over him, and
filled his soul with the sorrows of death.—
The thought of the dark decd 6f which he
had been the guilty perpetrator, came
upon him; and when Nathan said‘to
him, ¢ thou art the man,” then he was in
hell ; and be praistd God that he had de-
livered him from this-lowest hell. Into
sucha hell as-thisall the wicked are turn-
ed. Men 'may talk.of the pleasures of
sin as they will, there is no truth init; for
“ there is no peace, saith my God, to,the
wicked.” Tho guilty man becomes bis
own tormentor ; and go where he will, he
carries with him the consciousness of his
own guilt. He may fleo to the ends of tne
carth, and he will carry it with kim. He

may dig to its very centre, and scek to
bury tus crime there; out from the dark-

ness of its tomb it will come up and scourge
him with a thong that no fortitude can en-
dure. Into this hell every wicked man is
terned.

I heve now done with the oxposition of
the text, and it only remains' to dissbuse
your minds of any crroncous impressions
that you moy have from its common and
popular accepiation.

Often os vou hiear this passage quoted in
the popular preaching of the day, it is 2
singular fact, that those who quote most,
do not themselves believe it, and for this
cause, [ have made ita priveipal ohiectof
my discoursd, 1o prove it true, literally,
and in all itz applicstions. 1 have scid,
that those who quote the text most often,
do net believe it ; and this remark mny
need an explonation.  The minisierin the
pulpit quotes it; ¢ The wicked shall be
turacd into hell, ond all the nations that
forget God,” ond contends that here is
proaf positive of endless misery. Now
letus question him a little, and see if he
helieves it.  Who arethe wicked,? How
many of the human family have sivned?
Dare you’ deny that all bove sinned and
-come chort of the glory of God? Are
you proparcd to join issue with the Serip-
tures, when they assert, that therods “no
man that liveth that sinneth not 5 that
“the Lord looked down from heaven to
see if there were any that did understand
and seek CGod, and beheld they had 2l
gone out of the way, and there was none
that did geod—no, siotone I 1f you are
not prepated to deny this, then I affirm,
thet there s not & son or a daughter of
Adam, that has nof sinned, and I charge
that without exception, they are wicked.
Does that preacher believe they will all bo
turned into helt Nay, for he expects
that multitudes will escape. Then he

dees not believe the text, as he understezds
it.

be cut ¢ff'in thp midstof life andonsigned |

But [ must come nearer hame, for ]
are slow of apprehension on thig suby
[ tuko the Rev proachier, himself, uul
ask : Sir, are you, or have you ever b
a wicked-man ? ‘Ol! yes, says he, ot
fornter period of my lile, I was a vile
ner. Well sir, as you have beon n wi
ed wan, upon your own confession, n“:é

mo to ask whether you have been turng
into liell.  OW! no, hielkis not in this wm.t
but in the next. .1 have neverbeen turng
into tiell, and 1 lopé to'escape it. But ke
is this, my goodsir? 'The textsays, V't
wicked shall be turned’intohell®  But y<-
say you have been wicked, and yet )tb
have not been turned into hell, ner ‘do e,
elieve you ever shall he. It is clear ‘}‘
sunlight that you do not believe the text, ¥
But, says he, 1 have ropented.  And sy
posefyon have ; what of that?  Will youog
repentance make God Almigaty o llar, ¢
cauge him to fuil of fulfilling his word?
beg you adjust your glasses, and look 288

that -12xt agein. 12 does not say th ‘

they repent,  But' the language is plni'
and positive. The wicked shall be turnedd
into hell, and all the nations that for;c
God. Now, you confess you have beer}
wicked, and sty you have not been turneii3
into hell. I will leave you to explain the@
hell as you please; only remember thuf
whatever it is, whether in this world or tlu
next, you must yourself hate a partin j~'
with other wicked- people. And thus i
the verse preccdirx our te\t proxed true: “

foot taken.” 5
covenants with death, and agremonis v\uh'
hell, es you plesse. The “ord ig, * theygs
shall not stand,” 'for the everdowing scourgs i
shall pass by, and the heil shall sweeph
them away. Explin the text aslyoufy
Plense; but do not forges, that ¢ with what !

vnto you again,

case, but he will treat you just us he treats
other wicked people—tarn them into hell
for thetr wickedness. If that hell is a
iJlnco of endless torment in another world,
then you must be content to sharo its pains §

vith those upon whom you denounce B§

them.
Thera is ono idea more to which 1 wish §
to direct your attention, and I chall havo §

done. 1t is, that under any construction ¥

of the passage,it affords no proof of eadless

suffering. There i3 no word said of its &
duration, nor is there any hint from which

wo havea right to presume that it will bo §
ondless. On the contrary, there is no
truth more clearly taught, in the Scriptures,
than the destruction of th's hell, or sheol.
< Oh! death, I will bo thy plagues. Oh!
grave, (sheol) I will be thy destruction.”
The ‘common idea, that there can Be no
deliverance from hell, has no support from
Scripture. But the promiss is: “1 will
redeem them frota death. I will ransom
them from the grave, (sheel)” So 1t is
clear that whatever construction you may
put upon the term “sheol,” or “hell,”? in
the text, it affords no countenance what-
ever to the doctrine of endless torments;
because the place tselfis to be destroyed;
utterly destroyed ; and God himsclf has
promised that ho will ransom from its
power.

The great moral lesson m\rght in the
text, and which I desive my rcaders to

** and be a:sured that God %
will not alter his government to suit your i



