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gospel message tHat Jesus of Nazareth is the fuifilment of the law and
thec propIiets. Israel the chosen people of (4TOdI, eaui fiîlfill its divinely-
appointed liistorival mission in history only by the acceptauce as thieir
Messiali of thiat "La.zatreiie wlin their fathiers îiailed to the cross. It is
]n(lced truc that mnissionaries hlave ail alongp beeil seekziig to ineuilcatco
thesc very trut.hs ln the Jewishi huart and mmdi( ; but it is equaHly truc
that thevy ]lave been, on1 the wlîole, umsuccessful. Iu ail the annlals of
gospel work there is no page filcd with more thanlcless efforts andl zeal
thau is the record of gospel work atnojir the children of Abraiarn.
'l'le peculiarit'y of the ulew mnovernout is thiat lRabinowiteli aund his fol-
Iowers have corne to the recognition of those great and fundlamental
truthis of Cliristianity, not, through1 the teaehings or even thro ugh the
indirect inifluieice of Chrk-tian, gospel messengers, but alone throuigh a,
recognition of the deplorable spiritual condition of lsrael, aud throughi
an independfent studfy of the New Tei(stamient, iu whichi alone thecy have
found rernedies that eau cure the, disoases of Israel's soul and hieart.
Since the establishnment of the flrst Jewislh-Chiristian congregations in
the days of the aposties thiere lias not been a siînilar Chiristward move-
ment from within. israel as a nation suelh as this is.

j Th pecliarorjin of the ce omimunion lias dete.rnied its pe-

culiar clîaracter. it ainis to be a, national Jewishi-Chiristian churcli. It
fully aceepts the revelations of the N ew '1estament, but seeks to draw
its doctrinal teaehinigs dlirectly fromn the New Testament and not to be
influeceed by tho formulation whichi the New Testament doctrines
hiave rceived iii the course of the historieal development in the ehiurclh
since the apostolie era. For thiat reasonl on some points, as, e. g., on the
Trinity, llabinowiteli does iiot use the formulas usually employed by
evangelica1 ehlurehles, althoughi in substance hie apparcntly agroos fully
with othier Christians in this partietilar as hie also doos on ail othier iinn-
daînentals. Another feature is that the adhiercnts of this congrega-
Lion. of believers desiro to retain of Jewishi customs whiatcver to, thiem
does niot seem in confli jt withi the New Testament rovelation. Thiey ob-
zerve the seventh da.y of the week, and not the first ; they practice
circumcision ais well as baptisin, because tliey regard thiese as chiaracter-
ioties of the Jews as a nation, and a Jewishi nation th'w desire to ro-
miain, nlotwithistanding thiat thiey hiave becomie Chiristians. They regard
these observances not as essential parts of their religion, but as out-
w-ard marks of thieir ]lationality. Onl the whiolc, the movement is more
evangolical thian thiese scemnilg inconsistencies would mak-e it appea.
iotably is it ceering that they lîeartily accept the central doctrine of

thîe Newv Testament of justification by faith alone.
Mucli tliat hias beei written about this strange moveinent is a curious

mixture of fact and fiction, especially whiat lias beenl said about the
leader himself. The0 recent publication of his autobiograplîy, of a num-
ber of official docurncnts of the new communion, and of fully a dozonl
sermons of liabinowitchi, eniablos us to, give an authentie account of thec,


