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sal. and now Eugland is in possession, and Ullai, alono knows if ~< j

ever move out. Cyprus, off tlie coast of Asia Min or and twelvet Ilours
f roru Syria, is under the E nglishi fia-, and a n-ysterious protertor.ate of
.Asia Minlor is latent in Englishi policy, the e'iact leanIling" Of Which
probabIy neither Turkishi nor Englishi statesmaih3hip would be wiÎîmgi
to definie until circurnstances arise wliichi make it desirable to -,ie i
whatever interpretation is a convenience to the parties iliteretc
Algiers and Tunis have gone to rirance, and Tripoli is conveiîïenty
near to Italy. The Black Sea is once more a Ilussian lake, ini defian(e*
of the Treat;y of Paris. The splendid "eOrient-Express " train, wïthout
change of cars fromi Paris to Constai-tinople, floi shoots dlown thîiotgh
the whlole length of the Balkan Peninsula until it stops i1nd(er the
shadow of the Sublime Porte. A branchliUne tb Salonica is aijï0 jeidj
for use. The Turkishi ironclads lie rustingy and rotting( in tlie Go
Iloril. The imnperial finances arc, f ermenting and threateiîîg to xj
plodle in the very precinets of the Seraglio. Tarkey 'is in sore stjt
and God's wiIl i8 mysterious.

Yet, despite these changes and harissing troubles within anid w
out, Turkev stili exercises an efficient a-ad increasingly defiant cou.
trol over lier intteri,. -tffairs. Nothing ivhich has been doiue, eith4r
býy the great ambassador, Sir Stratford fanniing, afterward Lord
Stratford de P-teîcliffe, who was pron2inent at the Porte froni 18$]) t I
1858, or by the united diplomatie efforts of Europe silice tlie;,la
ever seeured the sliglitest recognition on the part of ti.e Ttirkish
G-overnment of the liberty of the Moslem to chang., his ciedTe J 4
]3atti-Shaýirif of Guiane in 1839-whici hias been called thie Turk;
Magna Charta-the i-latti-Humayun in 1856, the Treaty of Be:bIu in
1878, ail of wliich, so fur as they refer to the Christian subjeets of tie
P-lorte, amount in substance to a deciaration on the part cf Turkcv
tliat she wvill give entire religious liberty and full toleration aud qa
rightE to al! lir subjects; if Europe -viii not nieddle, hiave ilever forA
instant been acknowlediged by the Turk as referring to flie Moseni, C~
or recognized as seuuring to hini an" liberty of conscience wlîatevEr .
Every time a Christian dipiomat, or a missioi«-ry org(allization, or
even tlie united corps of European ambassadors at Constantinople bý
quoted these or any otiier officiai utterances of tuie Turi.i.i, U'.,i
ment, in behaif of a, Moslem's liberty to accent Clnristiaffitr, t
Turkish authorities f romi the Sultan downward have elier repuia!e.l
the idea, or quietly and effectiveiy snubbed it. Thie old Mos]er là
that the penaity of apostasy is deatli is to-day flie inexorable rule in
rjurkev. The Ottoman authorities wiil L)ot publicly execute, as wa.
fornerly the custom, but ih arrest upon some fakse criminal c1harîte
as for example desertion frorn the army., or atternptingr to avoid ttLe.
draf t,' or ýornc imnaginary misdemeanor, and vuill transferth i1r I
fromi one prison to another aud put him out of the wvay by someseera:


