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alone commemorates the passing into the heavens of its divine Faunder, not
merely in the spiril, but in the body, and ¢with flesh, bones, and all things
appertaining to the perfection of man's nature,’ to be the eternal source of
life and holiness to his people.

“The two unparalleled declarations quoted by me from our Holy Bible make
& gulf between it and the so-called Sacred Books of the East which sever the
one from the other utterly, hopelessly, and forever—not a mere rift which
may be casily closed up, not a mere rift across which the Christian and the
non-Christian may shake hands and interchange similar ideas in regard to
essential truths, but a veritable gulf which cannot be bridged over by any
science of religious thought; yes, a bridgeless chasm which no theory of
evolution can ever span. Go forth, then, ye missionaries, in your Master’s
name ; go forth into all the world, and, after studying all its false religons
and philosophies, go forth and fearlessly proclaim to suffering humanity the
plain, the unchangeable, the eternal faets of the gospel—nay, I might al-
most say, the stubborn, the unyielding, the inexorable facts of the gospel.
Dare to be downright with all the uncompromising courage of your own
Bible, while with it your watchwords are love, joy, peace, reconciliation.
Be fair, be charitable, be Christ-like, but let there be no nustalke. Let it be
made absolutely clear that Christianity can not, must not, be watered down
to suit the palate of either Hindu, Parsee, Confucianist, Buddhist, or Mo
hammedan, and that whosoever wishes to pass from the false religion to the
true can never hope to do so by the rickety planks of compromise, or by
help of faltering hands held out by half-hearted Christians. He must leap
the gulf in faith, and the living Christ will spread his everlasting arms be-
neath and land him safely on the Eternal Rock.”

To this remarkable testimony, we add that of Professor Max Miiller,
who, in addressing the British and Foreign Bible Society, said :

¢ In the discharge of my duties for forty years, as Professor of Sanskrit in
the University of Oxford, I have devoted as much time as any man living to
the study of the Sacred Books of the Eust, and I have found the one key-note
—the one diapason, so to speak—of all these so-called sacred books, whether
it be the Veda of the Brahmans, the Puranas of Siva and Vishnu, the Koran
of the Mohammedans, the Zend-Avesta, of the Parsees, the Tripitaka of the
Buddhists—the one refrain through all—salvation by woiks. They all say
that salvation must be purchased, must be bought with a price; and that
the sole price, the sole purchase-money, must be our own works and deserv-
ings. Our own holy Bible, our sucred Book of the East, is from beginning
to end a protest against this doctrine. Good works are, indeed, enjoined
upon us in that sacred Book of the East far more strongly than in any other
sacred book of the East; but they are only the outcome of a grateful heart
—they are only a thank-offering, the fruits of our faith. They are never
the ransom-money of the true disciples of Christ.  Let us not shut our eyes
to what is excellent and true and of good report in these sacred books, but
let us teach Hindoos, Buddhists, Mohammedans, that there is only one
sacred Book of the East that can be their mainstay in that awful hour when
they pass all alone into the unseen world, Itis the sacred Book which con-
tains that faithful saying, worthy to be received of all men, women and
children, and not merely of us Christians—that Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners.”
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