
1888.3 THE CHRISTIAN AND NON-CHIRISTIAN RELIGIONS.

alone commemorates th#, passing into the beavens of its divine Founder, not
înerely in the spirit, but iii the body, and ' with fleshi, bones, and ail things
appertaining to the perfection of man's nature,' to be the eternal source of
life and holiness to bis peopje.

"iThe two unparalleled declarations quoted by me from our Holy Bible make
j4, guif bietween it and the so-called Sacred Books of the East whiclh sever the
one fri the otiier utterly, hopelessly, and forever-not a nmere r'ift which.
may be va-sily CbsDed up, not a mere rif t across w'lich the Chrîsti-an and the
non-Clîristian înay shake hiands and interchangu sîmiilar ideas in regard to
essential truths, but a veritable guif wvhichi cannot bc bridged over by any
scient-e of religious thoughit; yes, a bridg-eless cliasm whiehi no theory of
evolution can eveî' span. Go forth, then, ye nmissionaries, in youri' Master's
naine; go for-th into ail the Nworld, and, after studying ail its faise religons
and philosophies, go forth and fe-arlessiy proclaini to suffering hunmanity tlue
plain, tlue unchangeable, the eternal facts, of the gospel-nay, 1 niight ai-
Most say, the stubborn, the unyielding, the inexorable faets of the gospel.
Pare to be downr-ighit witlu all the unconupromîising courage of your owvn
Bible, -while with it your w'atch'vords are love, joy, peace, reconciliation.
Be fair, be charitable, be Christ-Iike, but let there bu no nustake. Let it bu
muade absolutely cleai' that Christianity can not, nmust uiot, bc w'atered dowvn
to suit the palate if either Hindu, Farsee, Confuvianist, BuddIliist, or Mo.
haxnimedan, and that whosoev'er wishes to pass froin the false religion to the
true eau neyer hope to do s0 by the ricety planks of comipr-omise, or by
hielp of faltering hands hield out by half-huarted Christians. 1-le miust cýap
the guif in faith, and the living Christ wvill spread bis everlasting arrms be-
neathi and land him safely on the Eturnal roekI."

To tluis remairkablc testimony,. w~e add thait of Professor Max Mùller,
'who, i addressingr the Britisli and Foreigîî Bible Society, etid

icIn the diseharge of my duties for forty years, as Professoî' of Sanskrit in
thue University of Oxford. I have devoted as niuch tinie as any muan living to
the study of the Sacred Bookzs of the Eaist, and I bave found the onu kiey-note
-thu onu diapason, so to speak-of ail thuese so-called sacred books, whether
it bu the Veda, of the Brahnians, the Pur-anas of Siva and Vishinu, the Koran
of the Moianmudans, the Zend-Avesta of the Parsees, the Tripitaka, of the
Buddhists-the, one refrain tliroug.,h all-salvation bil ivo;-ks. TheŽy ail say
that salvation miust bu purchased, inust bu boughit wîth a price; and that
the sole pnie, the sole puireliase-iiuont'y, iluust bu oui' own works and deserv-
ings. Our own holy Bible, our sacred Book of the East, is froin begrinning
to e-nd a protest against tluis doctrine. Good works are, indeed, enjoinud
upon us iii that sacred Book of the East far more strongly than iii any other
sacred book of the East; but tluey are only the outeonue of a Igrateful huart

* -they are only a thank;-offering-, thu fruits of our faith. They are neyer
the ransoin-nioney of tlic truc disciples of Christ. Lut us not shut our eyes
to whiat is excellent and truc and of good report in these sacred books, but
let us tuaeh 1-indoos, ]3uddhists, «Molianmiedans, that thiere is oniy one

Ï:acred Book of the Eust that can bu thieir inainstay iii that awful hiour when
they pass ail alone into the unseen worl. It is the saL'red Book which con-
tains that faithful saying, worthy to bu recuived of ail nien, w'onuen and
chiidren, and not nierely of us Chisti-ns-that Christ Jesus camne into the
world to save sinnuî's."
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