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;Uid grati1y the anîbitiouis dream of lir life by cxpressiiig hier ideas and
gaining for lierseif a place in the litcrary w'orld.

But cari this be done without patient toil, without discouragements
aind being at least for a tinie subject.to the varying moods aîîd fancie.s
Of a critical world. Suchi an experience does not seeni to be Aurora's.
Shie must work, steadily and untiringly for the book-scller with one band
and for hierseif and art with the other. TPicn one wants another vol-
uime like the last, another îvould have a strikingyet not a stariling book,
-omietliingt new, yet oytbodox, another objects to abstract thougbit, and
stili another wouild have more mnirth. Ini the effort to pflease the infinite
variety, of tastes thi mmid beconies w~eary, the ner%,es overtasked and
overstrained. But at Iast there is rewvard and she lias gaiined for lier-
s-elf a place -%vorthy of recognition.

\Vhat does Aurora say concerning the realization ? Is it what she
hias hoped, toiled anid struggled for?

"is thiis ail ? ail that's done anid al1 that's gained ?
If this then be success, ltis dismnaller
Tbrin any failure."

WVhat is actually g-ained is so far beloîv w'hat ivas boped for that the
realization is more bitter than failure and lier ambition is stili unsatis-
lied. Thien she begins to realize tlîat she lias exaltcd hier artist's in-
--tiict, --at the cost of putting dowiî tue îvoniani's," that aitbough art is
niuchi it alone does flot fi the humiian heart.

T'he discipline of the world, however, miehlowed Auirora's nature
more than ail the w'ise prccepts of hier aunt. Mrs. Browning finally
.;hoîvs bier heroine kind and geuicrouis iii befricndiîig a hîoineless waif
anid gi ving to lier a home. Slue can do tlîis with tic consciousness of Ont:
w'ho hias proved lier own %vortb and confident that lier kindness ivili
shicld ;its recipient îroni the buffets of the w'orld.

.Hie poetess3 evidciitly wislied to show the value of the hiuman over
ibe intellectual type of îvomnihood by lier plot of this romance in verse.

And liowever much there is of Lic inspiration in fame and of thec
fascination in creative work, the truc 'vomnaî must he w'orthy of thec
etilogy conferred i1w Robert Browning on his wife.

,<0 Iyric lovz half ringel and hialt bird
And aIl a wonder anci a %vild desire
l3oldest of lucarts duit ever braved the %un.
*rook, sanctuary 'vithin the holier bine,
And saing a kindred soul out to luis face
Vet hunman to the rcd ripe tif the ieairt."

ruth in Paradox.

n estiniating a life or Cbaracter, thc question rni)l tinis on) tue
e-orrcctness of this or that opinion hicld.
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