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A FiRST SKETCH 0F ENGLISII LITERATIURE.

By Hlenry Morley, Professor of English Literature
at University Coilege, and Examiner in English
Language, Literature and History to the Univer-
sity of London. Casseil, Petter & Galpin : Lon-
don, Paris and New York.

The number of books of this class which havé
issued of late from the Englisbi and American press,
afford a gratifying evidence of the increasing atten-
tion now devoted to our own language and literature.
The English language bas at length come to be re-
cognized as a no less useful means of intellectual
culture than the dead languages in îvhicis ancient
classical literature surviv'es ; while it is at last univer-
sally admitted that in the wnitings of Chaucer are
materials invaluable for phulological study ; and in
those of the great Elizabethan writers a literature
unsurpassed by anytbing in ancient or modemi tîmes.

Two, special characteristics distinguish Professor
Morley's "Sketch of English Liter.iture." Hie
clearly recognizes that thse language and literature of
a people are inseparable from its history. "lThe
literature of a people tells its life. H-istory records
its deeds ; but iiterature brings to us, warm with
their first hent, the appetites and passions, the keen
inteliectual debate, the higher promptings of the soul,
wbose blended energies produced the substance of
the record." Starting wvith this conviction, hie be-
gins with a history of the people: first Ceits, includ-
ing thse Britons and the Gaels; then the Teutons
from beyônd the Germnan Ocean ; and thse obscure
strifes of Ceit and Saxon, in thse era of King Arthur
and bis race Next comnes the trie Anglo-Saxon
era, with its great King Alfred, îvith tise rude
Pagan Dane, and the Norseman, tr-ansformed by
their abode in later centuries on the banks of the
Seine, into the Norman and Piantagenet of Englisis
history.

The element of race thus made clear, Celtic and
Saxon influences are next traced, alike in rivalry andi
in combination. The older Celtic literature, îvith
legends of its Cymric bards, out of wvhich have been
framed thse Idylls of our own living Laureate ; and
those of the Gaeis, which iMacpherson -wrought into
tbe Ossian poems. Then follosv tise literature of thse

Saxoris, including flot only Beowvulf, the poems of
Caedmon, and other examples; of the native Teutonic
language ; but also, the Latin writings of Saxon
,;clolars, and especially the ecclesiýastical bistory of
the venerable Bede. Sucb points have, of course,
received dite attention before ; and by none more so
than by Professor Spalding, in bis admirable Ilis-
tory of English Literature." Blut Professor Morley
recognises, more clearly than any previous wvriter, the
intimate relations between the politîcal lîîstory and
the contemporary literature of each period. Tise
reigns of the Edîvards, foliowed by the troubled
trausitional en. of Richard IL., abound with inci-
dents ail-important f.or a clear undcrstanding of thc
wvritings of Langland and Wycklîffe, of Mandeville,
Gower, and Chaucer. So is it with the later eras of
Henry VIII. and Elizabeth; ofjames L.and Queen
Anne. The history cannot be separated fromn the
literature of the times, without the latter 'losing much
of its original significance. Ail this Professor Morley
clearly recognises ; and he bas skilfully compressed
into the briefest space ai. admirable epitome of those
historical events best calculated to illustrate the
literature which. came into being under their in-
fluence.

The fact that the author of this work is one of the
Examiners of the University of London will doubt-
less contribute to the popularity of his ývork at
home. Nor is it a slighit recommendation even here.
The experience of au examiner is admirable training
for clearly understanding the dificulties and the re-
quirements of the student ; and we can confidently
recommend this volume as an admirably condensed
sumnmary of useful knowledge.

One novel feature must flot be overlooked. Com-
pressed into the very smallest compass is a minute
record of the chronological details of English litera
ture, from the close of the eighteenth century, under
the 'title of Aimais. Beginning with. Henry Mac-
kenzie, it followvs uown the long list of poets, essay-
ists, historians, &c., to Lord Lytton, who lias just
closcd his long and brilliant literary c.reer. From
ail this it is obvious that Professor Morley's "'First
Sketch of English Literature " is a wvelcome addi-
tion to the available materials of our modern manuals
for higher education.
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