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(dispute; and that it has exerted, and stitl oxcite, n happy and
powerful influence, the wmterest it has awukencd and preserved
boars amplo testimony; and [ hope the day is fast’approsching
whon that intorest shall lave an abiding place in tho heart of
all tho youth of Canada. Then,indeed, should wesce intemperance
with 1ts attendant ovily, dnven from our Tand.  “Then should we
exult 1n a triumph, thut would crown with immartal fronors the
nasmes and the memores of those who had been the instrument of
su glorious an achievement.  ‘I'hen, indceed, should we hand
down {o posterity a’ victory, *‘not hke Cosar's, steined with
blood, but only great as it 1s good” : a viclory not achicved by the
sword, at the expenso of bleeding murdeted thousands, of burned
towns und desolate Villages, of widowed wives and orphaned elul-
dren 3 but one gained by the morul exertions of the people, ac.
taated by a high senso of thewr position and their duty, uhko for
the common good of all.  ‘I'his would be a state of sucicly very
dierent from thut now cxisting, and the cnd would honer and
juslify tho mcans necessary for its consummation.  And the pa.
triot and the slatesman who will give their name and ther in.

fuence to a work 80 nohie, cannot fail to sccure for themsclvea a
namo and a reputation that shull ontlive thamsclves, and be che.
rished by succeeding generations.  And they who shonld becotne
the happy recipients of tho blessings thus confcrred upon them,
could appreciate their cnviable position only by studying the sad
history of the thousands, and tens of thousunds, whouso henlih,
poaco, happiness and lives, had been sacrificed at the altar of in.
tomperanco. Bul beforo wo my expect so great a refofmntion of
socicty, with its ‘usages and cusloms, we must sce an cifort of
groat and powerful efficiency manfully put forth and mintaincd.
We must not only sce a willingness, but a desire, on the part of the
peopld who constitute society, to lay aside all party diffirerices,
and act in good will and harmony together for the same cnd;
and wo must sce their wishes aud cxections reciprocated by the
boneli of justico and the halls of legislation.  We nay waork, and
work in vain, il work against the * powers thatbe  Jt would hé
advancing at an unfavorable ralo indeed, if wo were to have an
additional tavern for every unfortunate incbriate we might hap-
pily indure to abstain  This would be up-hill wurk indecd. and
yet, such is too often the pamful fact. I am now wntg within
a fow rods of a licensed tavern, and as I lift my eye froi my pa-
per, T ecc the form of a pitiable looking old gentleman, of more
than threo scoro years, making bis way thither, whuse appuar-
anco and frequent attendance there phainly tell that, although
with ono foot in the grave, he is une of the many whosc anly means
of 2 comfortable subsistenee, an well as their lives, and health and
happincss, aro shamcfully wasted and destroyed; and taat too, at
the very houscs that the law sustmng for the public accommoda

tion. What a shameful perversion in the application of the *¢ tone,
il;"!ﬂl and meaning,” of 2 good enactment of faw ! And whye
continue it, when immozality, and vico and erime, are the fruits
of its cxistence, and increase or diminish in proportan fo ste
groater or less operations 7 But oo often with faws, as weil e
landlords, the subject of dollars and cents comes first, and then
hext in order, tho public accommo tion.  What an wsall to
community, that a pereon of almost any character, may obtam 2
Thioense to keep a public house, and present to the world, i lorge
and glaning characters mscnibed thercon, the mgn of = theiravel er's
fhiomo,” and under the cloak of the law, make 1t the connon re

sort of the tippler and the gambler, where the honest fabarer s
enticed and casnarcd, and detamed, unul bus last sulling and
his coat, s watch or us horse, arc expended, and the proceeds
reccived 1n exchange for lyuut at the bar, and ho lumsell kickcd

out of donrs, witls the consolation of knowing that * tho travol-
ler's home” is not a * home for the, coatless, pocketiess fpafor jt
had ensnared when in better circumstances. I could give namos,
aund times and places, that would bear 2 rescmblanco to tho cic-
cumstances alluded to; b they are of too frequent and com.
mon occurrence to require individualizng.  And yot, how many,
even among the better part of secicty, profesa to eco wnothing
amiss in all this waste avd abase of time and propeety 5 this accu.
mulstion of wretchednesy, crimoe and nusery : und who can look |
with indifitrence upon the fricmis of sobniety, in their excstions to
promote a cause that sceks the good of all, and the hurt of none.
But nerther induflerenco nor disregpeet, nor friend nor-foo, should
deter us in our course, when duty points out vur path. Ho that
can trifle with a matter that mvolves the hves and lappincss of
his fellow men, with o business that has iflicted suffenng and
misery untold, that has filled Prigons, Asylums and Poor houses ;
that bas furnishied victims for the galluws, that has 2ast humnclesa
impoverished fumdics upon tho mcreies of the world, that. has
clothed the orphan with rags, shut hun out from sncioty, and
fitted him for vice and crime,—1 repeat it, ho who can treat with
indifference or dwrespeet, a matter that invelees intorests liko
these, is not the man whuse example I wonld inntate, or by
whoso eontimonta I would be inflienced. 1 have learned too |
wany sad lessuns from the awful cfivets of intemperance, to think
Lightly upon a cavse caleulated to rdieve soc.cty from the evals
thns cutaded uponit. True, 1 hvo in o land of religion and tmo-
rality 5 in a townshup that hus itfs Churches and ts Selvol
houscs, but 1t has its Taverns afso; and, although a township,
embracing anly ubout forty squars nnlos, with a population of
two thousand s.ule, it contains cno or tevo distilleries, (Wough
not yet in operation, and wishing no harm to their propriclors, |
hope they neves will be,) and six licenved 1averns, which cqual,
at least, one halfthe number of Chuychies and School honses added
together.  And I believe it to be a réasonable caleulation, to es-
tiate the amount of tinie and money worse than wasted at theso
aix public-housee, o equal, of not cxceed, tho amount actually
paid out for the services of rchool tencliers in the satno township
If we extend tius ulea to a general application, what a picture
18 presented to vicw.  Here we sco an old and well scitled eour.
try, that ranks amongat the enhghtened nations of the earth, that
clauns the exsstence of rehgions hiberty, the progressof ur, scienee
and refincment 3 that 33 sending her teachore and Missionaries
neross the pathless stormy deep, to cultivote, enlighten mid
christianize, the untutorcd mind of ignorance, idslatrg and super-
stition 3 and yet, hersel{ tolerating and clinging to old cstablished
customs, cqually meansistent and ridicnlous, with the absurdities
from which she seeks to rectaim the € poor Indian, whose unlu.
tored mind scos Gol in clouds, ar hears him in the wind.” “What
folly for boxeted Christendum, to arrozate to herself the wcrits of
sell.conmsteney and christinn sympathy, with heathien nations,
wlile hier own land iz deluged with the cnes of widoits and ar.
phans, made muserable by n systein of fepalized tmftic s ‘while she
erects her Prirops and her Poor houses, and peoples thein with
her own subjects, for crimes and mivfortunes that originate'in’ her
own faulty laws and customs.  But thus it Aas been, and-thas'it *
tordl bey until that great morl power, the intelligedeé of the peo.
ple, shnlt bo nased to-its praper level, agsume ita “ruc position,
and draw the plam line of <jstmetion between ripht and wrong.

13 thes that has achieved the brsehest victones thut adom: the

pages of ustorg. It 19 ttus that has dethroned the despot and-tho
tysaat, aud recated the freedom of the people 3 amd at is thie, and
ths alune, that will cxtond any inature tho great causd of-moral,
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