
THE PIIAOTICAL BEE X*EEPElI.

THE PRIONIDAS CRISTATUS OR
WHEEL BUG AN ENEMY

TO THE BEE.

OFFICE 0P MISSOURI STATE BOARD) 0P
AGRICULTURE, COLUMBIA, MO0.

PROGRESSIVE BEE KEEPER
Higgiinsville, i'ý o.

Gentlemen.-
M Nr. W. A. Ditsou, of lIutton Valley,

Mo., forwarded to this office.), large and
beautiful specimen of a bug which lie
had that day discoveî'ed cating bis bees,
fiiîd asks, that its habits and bis-
tory be reported through the PRO-
GRESSIVE.

This, staýe having, no entomoiogist,
and not.bein- famififtr with -'bug-ology"
niy4;e1f, J forwarled. the specimen to
Niss ~à~ MurtfeIdt, of Rirkwood,
Mo., :wbo ù.i Authority on these sqbjects,
a'I4j yho bas kip.d1y furnished me the
encloscd answer for your paper.

Very respectfullv,
J.,]R. Rippiy, Sec'y.

KýIRKCW0OD, Mo., Aug. 9, 1894.
Mr. J. K. IRIPPEY,

Se'y State Board of'Agriculture..
DEAB SIRt.-

Yours of the 8th, accompanied by
letter and specimen fromn Mr. Ditson, is
received.

The large and formidable inseet, said
to be killing bees, is the Wheel B3ug,
(prionidas cristatus) so, called from the
semi-circular, cog wheel-]ike exeres-
cence on the top of the thorax.

It is a distinctively southern species,
and though quite comnion in. the south-
eamtern states, is, as yet somewhat rare
in Missouri. This bug (for it is a tru.
bug) is flercely preda clous and eanni-
balistie, and it is therefore probable that
under certain circumstances it would
attaek even the honey bec. ' hle case
reported by Mr. Ditson is, 1 believe,
the flrst observation of the kind, as
the ivheel bug lias always been re-
garded as a valuable species fromn the

fi-let that it lcstroyc Vd 50m:II of our
leaf feeding. Pest".

it does liot ent its victims, but imi-
palles (11cmn on its stout beiik, and tun-
less -thev are very large and heavy,
hoids th;eni up l tlîe alir and slowlv
sucks out the vital fluids. It shou[d bo
lîafdled ivith soîne tare as al thrust oftits
l)eak infliets a painful wouiffl.

Yours truly,
àMAItY E. iNURTIPElrYI.

Linwood Letter.

THE SEASON ANI) ITS LESSON.

A. BOOMEI.
The spring opened ver:;, proinisingly

for both bee-keeperis and farmers. But
a cold spei1 ot some thrce weeks duration
lu the latter part of MN-av and early
pp.rt of June disturbed our calcula-
tions verv mucli. Wlien the, weather
eleared wben we could e~xamîine oui-
bees, many of theni hîceluding soine vervy
strong colonies were found ini a starving
condition and lbad to be fed. The latter
part of June being' fine, swarniing be.
came profuse but 11o ecztracting untîl the
3Oth of June, and vetyv littie thon Ont
the second of Juiy a hea-vy ra-n feil
which- Nvas followed by a week of~ such
cold weather that little or iio houev wvas
gathered, this wvai the best %veek of the
clover blooni but could not be utilized.
On thle. 1lth of July, the. bees lef t the
clover and went to the basqwood and
gathered freelv from this source until
the 20th, since which owiug to the
severe droughlt so very generally pre-
vailing, thiere lias been no honey
brought lu and we- do flot; now expeet
any more this season.

My returns are about 65tb per eolonv,
and an increase of 60*/. this fails fully,

35/below last ypar, and is stomwhtt
discouraging.


