
PROCEENGS OF. THE LITERARY AND) ISTORICAL SOCIETY 0OF QUEI3EC.

LITERARY OR STATED MEETING.
WVEIJNESPA1Y, 4T]f OcrousU.

Tite following donations wero nniounceeti

Au Oil Painting or the Stennislîip ~ Royal NWîuîani," the flrst Steam-
ohip which crossed the Atlantic, front Captain MýcD)OUgaii.

A plait of Docks proposed te bc crected on the beach of tho River
St. Clîarlc2, aîîd approved - f by theo Eari of Dalhoeusie, fromn William
Ilonderson.

Severai curious Fossils andi speciniens or Naturai Ilistory, front
Williamt Cooper, Toronto.

A paper vas reati byEB. A. Meredith, L.L.B., oit --the resources andi
capabilities of the Islandi orAlnticosti," by A. R. Roche.

Ilenry E. Steele, of Quebee, vas proposed as an Associate 'Me.nber.

GENERIAL MONTIILY 'MEETING,

WVsI)NFSDIY, 11ira OcTonua.

Mr. Roche's communication on "the resources and capabilities of
the Islandi of Anticosti" l'-as, on the Report of thie Comuaittee of Lite-

.rature, orderoti te be publishiet in the transactions of the Society.

The following donations vero announceeti

Specimens of Fossils fromt tIse Bermudas andi ocher places, from
John Fraser.

The following gentlemn vero elected Associato Menmbers:

Captain A. T. Hlamilton, 71st. Reg-inent, Lawrence Oliphant;
A. R. Roche, andi Ilcnry E. Steele.

LITERARY OR STATED 'MEETING,
WVEDNESU.Y, 18TE OcTonsEP.

An intercsting paper vas rend by E. D. Aslhe, Lieutenant, R.N.
F.R.A.S., on "thse WVatcr Power or Qucbec."

Littrary andt Illatorical Society or Quebec.

The Council of thse Canadian Institute, at the request of thse Council
of tho IlLitcrary andi Ilistorical Society of Quebec,"l have authorized
thse publication in tIse Capiadiaa Journal or a synopsis of thse proceeti-
ings of tIse Quebec Society. As it is probable that the history andi
objeets of this valuable Association are not generally familiar to our
readers, vo subjoin a brief account of its past progress andi present
condition.

The IlLiterary andi Ilistorical Socicty et Quebec," the oldest
chartereti Association of the kind in Canada, vas foundeti in 1824,
andi owes its origin te tho zeai andi munificence ef thse Eari of Dalhousie,
at that time Lieutenant Governor or Lover Canada. ie is sait have
suggested its formation, andi in its eariy days, the Society was largely
indebteti to his fostering care. Tite preambie of thse Charter of
Incorporation states that the Society vas formeti "lfor the prosecution
"lcf researches inte thse early history of Canada, for thse recovcring,
"lprocuring and publishing of intercsting documents andi useful
"information, as to the Natural, Civil, andi Literary Ilistory of British
«"orts America, andi for thse ativancement of thcn Arts andi Sciences in
"the saIid Province of Lover Canada, front, which public benefit ma7

be expeed."

Thse inaugural address, andi firat Essay (on tIse juridical history of
France> were reati by Clilef Justice Seweli, the first President, on tIse
3lst May, 1824. This papier vas foiloweti by others of no common
interest andi ability, on tic Geoiogy of tIse country by Captain Bayflelti,
R. N. Captain Bonnycastie, R. E.; Lieut. Batidely, R. E.; and others.
The Fiera6 of Canada vas investigateti by thse lion. W. Sheppard, andi

W. Green, Esq., andi paliers on the plants andi Shiells of thse vicinity of
Qucbec, were transinitteti te thse Society by tIse Countess Dalhousie,
anti M.rs. Siieppard. Among the contribu(ors te the department of
Saturai, listory and Cliiunatology atppeir thse lion. J. Hale, Joseph
Skey, M. D., andt Win. Kelly, M. D., Surgeon R.N.; W. Ilonry, Surg.
Gfltlî Rcegt., anti IL D. Seweil, 'N. A. Tite Ilistory of the aborigines
vas largcly discusseti by «Major Mlercer, R. A., andi others, anti thse
late 11ce. D. Wilkie, L. L. D.; Andrew Stuart, Esq., atnd Dr. Fisher,
also.appea-r aniong the list of contributors te thse publisheti transactions.

Tite amalgamation of tlîis Institution with the Il Society for tIse
encouragement of Arts anti Sciences," foundeti a fow years Iater, took
place in 1829. IIis Ercellcncy, Sir James Keompt, vIse at tlîat, time
hecame tlîc patron of both Societies, suggcsted the ativantage tliat must
accrue by bringing together whatever talent andi reseurces cither
possessod.

TIse progress of the Association bas of necessity been considerably
retardeti by the calainity of thse 2nd. February last, vhen the parus.-
mnentary buildings, part of vlîiclt vas occupieti by thse Society, vere
destroyed by fire. On tiîis occasion ali thse furniture of tIse Society,
nenrly the vholo or its 'MuEeuin anti apparatus, nd great part of its
Library vere consumeti; nnd it vras only by the mest strennous efforts,
that tlîe valuablo "lRecords of the Renliai," in eighty or ninety folios,
andi thse unique collection of Iliktoricai mianuscripts, procuted, at an
expense of many Isundreti poutide, wcere saved freont destruction.

Paralyscd by tîuis severe hlow, unclîcereti by sympathy front those
&round, without a shadow of assistance front thse authorities, and
compelleti for tho tise te fali back on the individual exertions of its
mnembers, thse Socicty deemeti it proper, in the interosts of science, te
sabrait its condition te otiier Anierican, Institutions of a siseilar
character. A petition lias aiso been laid before the Legislature, andi
strong hopes are entertained tlîat its affaira, ere long, vili assume a
more favourable aspect, andi its cifectiveneas andi utility bo completely
restoreti.

It is a gratifying tact, lioiçerer, anti one vhicli refleets great credit
upon thse officers or thse Society, andi on its members generally, that
netvitlîstar.ding thîe severe ordeal through vlîich tho Society lias
lately pisscd, it evinces at the presenit moment greater activity anti
seal, andi numbers more members, thon it lias donc for maay years
beforte.

It may ho as veli te mention, in reference te thîe proposeti publication
ef thse proceetiings of the Society ini the "lCinadian Journal," that
under tlie Charter "1Genoral M,\eetings" of the Society are Iselti on
tIse second Wednesday et every mentiî, fur tIse transaction of the
business ot tIse Society, anti tlîat untier the lly-Laws et the Society,
lâterary, or Stateti meetings are lielti on tho first anti third Wednesday
of every mentis front October to April, botlî inclusive.

l5letcorology of Qisebec.

IVe are again indebteti te Lieut. A. Subie, nov assisteti by Mr. W.
Campbell, for tlie.%Ionthly Mctcerologicai Table fur Quebec, vhich
appears in tIse present issue of tue Canadien Journal.

Wiie tliankfuliy acknowlediging tlîe resumrption. of thse Qucbec
observations, vo cannot but express gre:ît regret tlîat uncontrolable
events slîoulti have preventedticjir centinuanco tiurîng the past re-
marlcable sumnier. Ncarly siniultancous observations during tlîat
intercsting perioti at Quebicc, 'Montreal andi Toronto, wouiti have
possesseti ne ortiinary interest or value.
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