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II.

The Landgrave Ludwig fully
approved of his wife Elizabeth's
vow of perpetual obedience to
Conrad as her director, “saving
her matrimonial vow.” Even this
exception did not prevent Conrad
from exercising a most malign in-
fluence over his victim and assert-
ing a most insolent domination
cven while her husband still lived.
TFor instance—Elizabeth had been
unexpectedly and miost imperative-
Iv detained from a certain service
to which he had bidden her. His
rage was unbounded. And to
break her spirit he withheld all
pardon until she and her ladies
humbled themselves so far as ta

bare their shoulders to the
brute and suffer him to beat
them with a knotted scourge.
May we not legitimately see
in the malign influence of this
*“director” the wretched pos-
sibilities wrapped up in the
principle of auricular confes-
sion?

In 1227 the Emperor Fred-
erick 1I. embarked on the
Sixth Crusade, and among
the princes and nobles of Ger-
many who followed him was
Ludwig of Thuringia. On
his departure Ludwig showed
Elizabeth his signet ring and
said, “If this ring should be
brought you, it will be a token
of my death.”

Elizabeth henceforth count-
ed herself a widow, arraying
herself in widow’s weeds, and
seceking for consulation in
constant vigils, prayers, pen-
ances, and kindly ministra-
tions to the poor. hoping against
hope for the saie return of her
beloved. But it was not to be.
\Vithout ever crossing seca to
Palestine. gallant Ludwig suc-
cumbed to fever. His last thought
was of his wife. and he sent to her
the signet ring.

One day., some months after
Ludwig’s departure from Lome,
as Elizabeth was busy in acts of
mercy to the inmates of the Lazar-
house at the foot of the Wartburg,
she was summoned to the castle
by the Dowager Sophia, who ex-
horted her to be brave and not
disturbed by what had happened
to her husband. Elizabeth re-
joined, using still the fond name of
“brother ™ : “If my brother be




