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The Landgrave Lud,.ig<Y fully
approved of biis wife Elizabeth's
vow of perpetual ohedience to
Conrad as lier director, " saviiui
hier matrimonial vow." Even tlîis
exception did not prevent Conrad
from exercising a nmost m-align in-
fluence over lus victini and assert-
iiug a most insolent domination
even while lier liusband stili lived.
For instance-Elizabeth liad been
unexpectedly and iiîost imperative-
Ir detained froni a certain service
to wvhich lie liad bidden her. Fis
rage -%as unibouiidecl. Aîîd tri
break lier spirit lie wvithilîeld al
pardon until slie and lier ladies,
Iiiiiibled thienisclves so far as to

bare their shoulders to the
brute and suffer im to beat
them with a knotted scourgre.
.May î%'e flot legitimately see
in the mali-,ii influence of this
- directur - the w'retched pos-
bibilitie-- it rapped up ini the
principle of auricular confes-
sion ?

In 1227 the Emperor Fred-
erick Il. embarked on the

>. Sixth- Crusade, an-d among
the princes and nobles of Ger-
inany who follo%%ed him wvas
Ludwigr of Thuringria. On
his departure Ludi-ig shoived
Elizabeth his sigynet ring and
said, ««If this ringt shiould be
broughlt you,1 it iil be a tokeni
of MV dcath."

* Elizabeth hienccforth count-
c d hierseif -a %vidowv, arra,.ying
hierseif iii widoi's weeds, and
seeking for consolation in
constant vigyils, prayers, pen-
ances, and kindliv ministra-

tions to the poor. hoping aga inst
hope for the safe return of hier
beloved. B ut it iras flot to be.
\Vithiout ever crossing sca to
Palestine. gallant Ludwigr suc-
cunibeci to fever. Fis ]ast tlîoughit
iras of Iiis ivife. and lie sent to lier
flic signet ring.

One dav. some monthis atter
Ludwig'*s departure froîn homie.
as Elizabeth iras busv iii acts of
miercy to, the inniates of the Lazar-
house at the foot ofthWabrg
she was sumimoncd to the castie
by the Dowvager Sophia. wlio ex-
hortcd lier to be brave and not
disturbed by wihat hiad liappened
to lier hutsband. Elizabeth re-
joined, usingr stili the fond nanie of
"brother" «"If my brothier be


