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0CT. 24. GE-'Nr.sis.%x :XI 9-12,22-30.

~'WENTY years bnd passedl since Jacob's
'imemorable dreain. In the meantime lie

'had înarried two of bis cousins ini Mesopota-
mia, lîad a large family of children, and acquircd
a vast amount of property. The Lord had coin-
manded 1M te return to Canaan, ch. 31 : 3 ; lie is
now on bis way thither, wîth ail bis belongi ngs
Though Edom is a long way off; thoughits about
Esau began te haunt biin. Should be have heard
of his conhing, lie niay seize the opportunity to
avenge his wrongs. Hoiv should bie procccd ? To
b.-gin wvith, he resolved to place himself under the
protection of God. Vs. 9, Io. Titis is the first
recorded prayer in the Bible, short, earnes-t, and
bearing directly on the occasion. (i) lie addresscs
Jebovah as a covenant-keeping God. (2) lie pleads
the poiemade t0 himsclf. (3) He confesses
his unotiuiess, and God's goodncss te him. (4)
He entrcats deliverance from the dangers that lie
hefore him. 1'P Y/ mv sta§-a poor, lone pîlgrim
hie was ; nowv, twa band-two wives, eleven chl-
dren and countless flocks and herds. So large a
retinue that it inust be divided. VS. 11, 12. De-
fiz'e, ine froin Esau 1 He thought of bis treatment of
Esau : bis fathcr's prudiction :of Esau's threat, ch.
27 -40, 41, and of the promise to liimself, ch. 27:
29, I-lu appeals therefore te God te intervene for
the acconiplishment of bis ovin word. VS. 22, 23.
In the meantime hie had sent messengers te bis bro-
v. 3 ; but no word of reconciliation. On the con-
trary, tbey reported that Esau %vas even novi ad-
vancing at the huand Of 400 men. That boded no
good. He rose up that ttight-ill at ease in his
canrcience, lie coui.d not slecp, passed ozerlhe fard-
waded the 7abbok, a brook in Gilead that flowVs ti
to theu Jordan, about lialf-%%ay betlvii the sua of
Galilc and the Dead Sca. V. 23. Alle-r seeilng
ail bis family safely across the strcain, lie stays bu-
hind to spend the nigbt in eartiest prayer for guid-
ance andi protection. H-e aiso took thie sbrewd
precaution te send a magnificent present to Esau,
Vs. 13-15. V. 24. FlT/-e wrt-s/led a man -This
mysterious person is called an angel by Hosen, ch.
12 Z4, and *' God," in VS. 23, 30. The inference
is that it wvas none other but "'the Angel of the
Covenant," the Son of God appearing in thie nature
which he altervirds assumed. Thle conflict ap)-

p ears to have been a rcail one, flot a druani as at
Iethel, dcsigned to revive bis sinking spirits, te

lussen his self.confidence, and to inspire bim with
stronger .'àitli. V. :25. W/z-e, lie saw-i. e. viben
the angel savi. Ile touched the hiollow ol his
thi-k-this toudli rendered 1dma powerless. AIL be
could now do %vas te hold ou te tbe ansgel in the
firm belief that bu was commissioned t0 do 'iiîn
good. Jacob prevailed, not by bis strength, but
by importunity and self-surrunder, Luke 11i ; 8- Io.
YS. 28, 29. No longer the supplanter and in-
triguer, bu bas becomu an altercd nman, bis nane
sball be ISnÀEL-" the prevailcr.' .PeieI-this
name sbafl commemnorate God's grace.

LEARN-tbat usually more is to bu gained by
yielding than by strivir.g. Ia every lime of diffi-
culty we are tc. go to thu Lord in prayer.

macobo gvtmatltuo grager.
UCT. 31. GEN. XXXVII : 1-5 ; 23-36

ML ENyears liad clapsed since Jacob left Pa-
~dana ra m. VS. 1, 2. 7acob dwdlt-prompted

by the same motives as Abrabam and Isaac,
I-Iub. Il 13. 7'/se ,generations - the luading
occurrences ini bis domcstic history. %7oeh-
thc eIder of bis two sons by Rachel, %vas not
brougbt up to idleness ; at sevefteen lie was
asmsociated witb the ollier sons as shepherd, or
overscer, and sbicwed hiniself a faithfinl steward
hy reporting te bis father thec misconduct of his
seniors. V. 3. .fIsrel /oved .7oseph -thle son
of bis oîd age, bora vihen bis fathur vins 91, and
because be early gave promise of tbe piety which
distinguishcd him frorn the rest of the sons, and
conispicuously marked bis subsequent career. C'aat
of mnn cors--a long flowving tunie made of
pieces of coloured cloth seNved toguther, and consi-
dered a badge of distinction, sec Judges 5 :30.
Thecir fathe.r's partiality for josepb naturally exci-
ted bis bretbren's jealousy. Couz-f ual sjeaZkpeae-
ably-could not address hini witb the usual saluta-
tion amongst friends and acquaintances - «'~ peace
be te thee." Hi; dreasus, vs. 6-î 1 , increascd their
haîred, and aiso disconcerted Jacob, wvbo took
note of theni. VS. 23, 24. Dat/z-au, ivhere jo-
seph found bis brcîbren, %vas 17 miles north of
Shechien and nearly 70 miles froni Hebron. Thc
readiness wit. wvhich be set out, v. x3, sliewed bis
obudience and remincis us of Samuel, 1 S. 3 --4,
and of lsaiah, ch. 6 - 8. 7'key stripped hini af/is
robe-the only garment bie had on except a cloth
round bis loins. C'ait hlmn i a pli-a wvater cis-
terr buwn out of thie rock, novi providcntially emp-
ty. V. 25. Sat dozan ta uat-ns te a fuast of re-
j dcing. Islwzaeites-a singular coincidence, for
tbey belonged originally te tle sarne stock, Ish-
mael, -the oute 'ast, " bei ng the son of Abraham by
Hagar, ch. 21 : io. Bcariziii spices-tbese articles
in w'bicb tlîey tradcd viere in great deinand in
Egypt, being used for embalming. Vs, 26, 28.'
_7-z-a/--îlie fourth son of Jacob by Leal, took the
lead aniong the eleven, and wvas Ibuir spnlcesman
in Egypt, Gen. 44 - 14-18. Whiatpro/it-kiiowiing
.lie miercenary spirit of the rest lic suggested a plan
by whicb Joscpli's life might bu saved. Thu Ish-
inaclites traded in slaves aiso. -"Lets selI bim.'
20 pieees of silver-20 "'shekels," equal t0 $15,
was tle price of a ale slave under 20 years, Lev.'
27 : 5. Vs. 29-3, Ritebe» beu,-dlI ad re-
înonstrated in vai, Cil. 42 . 22, left tbe gang, and
came back vihun bu saî the caravan approaching.
Being the oldest, bue felt thnt bie would be cbicfly
bîamed for Ibis transaction. Vs. 34, 35- 9-7acab
reti his daothes, &c. -The cominon si qas of oriental
mourning. Sackelz-l-rough camel s hair cloth
wvorn next tbe skia. is i ughters--.daughters-iin-
lav-for bue hnd but one daugîter-Dinal. ReAi-
.çed ta be cemiforted-his grief wvas excessive for sr,
good a man. T/te-,rave-" Sheol ".-the place of
departed spirits, see 2 Sain. 12 . 23. V. 36.
.4idianite-shmaclites, sold liii probably in the
public market. Paiph~ar--captain of thc king's
body guard vibich consisted of 1000 soldiers, coàn-
sequently a mani of honour and influence.


