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EDUCATION.

A rocent Quebeo Chronicle, copies from the
Moutreal Gazette, an intoresting account ol tho cor-
amonivs ut the opening of tho McGill Normal School
in tho last named city.  Wo havo copied therefrom
tho Specch of tho Bisbop of Montreal, which do-
sorves tho uttention of the peogle of this  Provinee,
as abowing tho position in whieh tho Drotestant
population of that section of Canada, who are
tho winctity, stand, with reference to their co-
veligionists tho Nomanists, who aro tho mujority
I'ho LEducationul law 1ccognizer, it will bo ecen,
suly two classes of religionists—rotestants and -
Catholics—and under it the latter (tho majority)
havo been provided with saparato schools, while the
Protestants, who are not disposed to accopt education
without religion, and who must bo as desirous 03
the Romanists that their cbildren shiould be woll
srounded in tho doctrinal tonots of their respee-
Wy persuasions, aro werged into one class, to get
slouy ay they best can under a system which in its
naturo has o tendenoy to weaken their attuchuzent to
their distinetive forms of christiunity. This is a par~ ,
tial mode of dealing with the Educationel quostion ;
1t is unfuic both iu theory und practice, und illus.
trates tho plausibility with wbich a vicious principla
way bo covered when tho power exists to put it in
operation. It is not Romanism that is tho religion
of the land, and it vught to receivo no moro consid-
aration from an jmpartial Governmeat, than any
other of the various denominations into which Chris-
tianity, which is the fundomental principle, is divid-
ed. If one religious body can claim the privilege
of having distinctive schools, all the rest aro equally
antitled to it.  But in this instanco all the rest bave
boen forced into a compromiss of their distinctive
prinoiples, in order to obtaia from tho State such
an smount of cncouragement as will enablo them to
conbine with the seculee cducation of their
youth the frst principles of Christianity. The Ito«
manist scparate sclools oducate their sckolars as
Roman Catholics—but the Protestant schools do ¢
not know to what porsuosion theirs bolong, or
what they way become from their promiscuous
asociation. The absenco from the Protestant schools
of this element, is not cowpensated, that we can dis-
vor, by any proyision otherwise 1ale to securo it,
aad it will bave to bo supplied by voluutary -cxer~
tion, which, however cnurgetio, must bo oxpensivo
in itself, aud is an injustice to thu Protestanty when
contrasted with tho advantage which the State
sfords to Romanizm.

The Kducaticnal question ought soon to occupy
the ultention of our Legislature. Weo are not much
sarprised that bitherto they have failed in their at-
tewpts to carry it through. It must be more maoi-
fest now than ever, that the general system, embo-
died in the Bill brought into the Assembly during
tho last Session, and which the Government could
uot curry, will bavo but a poor chance of success
with the new Administration, who upon this question
if mo othar, inust deom thewmselves pledped to their
Romao Catholic supportera. But itis just as mavifest
that any attempt to estublish separate Roman Cath.
olic schuals without givieg to tvery other denomina-
tion equal privileges, would bo met by deters
mined opposition %o tho measure. 1f the com-
promise pian should beeowe law, all who will not
yield must be content to forego the advantage of
goverument aid—and the misority bere would then
perhaps have a8 good piea of injustica to urge as the
Protestaut winority of Lower Cavada.  1f the dq-
nominutional system is made the law of th9 land, it
will only be an extension of the dcnommatlo-nnl col-
lege plan, and the census will form the basis upon
wfich Govermmeat aid will be rendered, lesving
the religious education of youth to be directed oxclu-
sively by the rcligious teachers of the people, sub-
jeot to such supervision and regulation as the Legis-
Iature in it¢ wisdom way think fit to prescribe.

So far as the Church i3 concerned, there was no
doubt a disposition to bave adopted the Governmont
measure, if it could bave passed unanimously. The
Church’s system i3 as well ca{cqlatcd as any other,
at lewst, to provide for the religious teaching of the
youag, independent of any connection with state edn}-
cational systems—and the Sunday school and public
eatechising, woried by aa active and energatic cler-
gy, would hava supplied to a great cxtent, the reli-
gious element wanting in tho commou achool, Tb'cxa
wmight bo a daoger that this supplementul tvaching
would not be uniform, and being !css cgmpulsory
than the secular instruction, and asimposing a (!Oll-
ble aad divided restraint upon tho youtbful imind,

¢ ight pct be gonerally taken advantage of, It

would without doubt havo devolved upon the clergy
o Jargo amount of selfalenying and graluitous labour.
As we betoro stated, howover, thero is littlo renson
now, to supposo that the mixed eystem of education
will furin the basis of any legislative measure of the
Jresout ndministration.  Nor can we say ot this
moment with reference to the component parts of
uny other wmeasure, what wduld bo amost likely
tu givo genoral saiisfuction. It i3 ulmost a matter
of regret that the subject hud not received careful
attention during the meoting of Synod, tho pructi-
cal value of which, in dealing with all questions,
whether of education or church spoliation, ust
wo think be more and moere apparent. Of ono
thing wo aro nssured,—that the Churchuien of Nova
Seotin will sanction no system that shull not give
them au equul privilege with all other religious

+ bodies ; and thoy are strong cuough and numerous

cnough to watch over and protect their own intos
rosts, huwever wennced—and especially jnn matter
that juvolves not only their well being in this world,
but lurgely coneerny their eternul happiuess,

“ Lhu Bubop said,—I amn eure, Sir, that the ablo
nud eloquent specch woieh you lave just delivered
bas been Intened to with the greateet interest by us
ally wherdin you have givon go full on account of the
progruss of educaticn an this province, and also of the
asteps tnken tc found ihis establishment ; and ns others
wilflddmu this meuting aflter ine, bettur able thao 1

' utn (o vuiter intoany statenieuts, respecting the thane

ner w which the work of training and education is
10 bo carried on in these schools, I will rather content
jyselt, at this commencement of our operations with
soms remarks on the general principles upon which the
lustitution is stablished. 1 need not cecupy your time
now for the purpose of endeavoring to prove that there
¢an scarcely ho aily moro important queshion far the
consuleration .a statesmen and philantbropists than
that ot the general education of \Lu people ; nor need
1 enter into any details to convince those here present
that, notwitbstanding all that has been already accomn-
plisbed, there was much work to be done in this de-
partwent o the Province of Lowur Canada, while
without the active interforence and influence of the
government there was no prospect of any general or
ellectual progress being wnade.  And one of ths great-
st wutits to be provided for was deficiency of teachers,
1 mean as regards their regular training and fituess
tor the work to be intrusted to thew. [n a country
like this whute there is no recoguinon of any pasticu.
lar faith, as representing the Church, which s to re-
ceive the eapecial countenarce of the State, it Is cer~

tainly no casy task to carey into operation any gene--

ral system that shall approve itself to thy saveral reli-
gious communities. We have seen too, in Euglaund,
uow, year after year, attouipte have been madein the
Imnperial Pachiament to introduce some general system
ot education ; and while thoss who dissent fron the
established Church havo been able to prevest any
pian which should by carried out on the principles of
that Chinrel ; at the sawe timo not ouly the Cburcb of
England, but the Preabyterians, especially of the
Church of Scotland, and tbe Wesleyans, hiave strenu-
ously resisted any systeinn Which should recognizo edu-
¢snion dy somnetiing independent of religion. And 1
beliuve that there 32 a very large proportion of all re-
ligious bodies bere in Lower Capnada who will echo
that sentusent. 1 feel quite sure, Sir, that you will
for one. For inyselt § lave not ono pasticle of faith
iu tho notion that eociety can be regencrated or vice
eradicatcd by sny amount of mere secular instruction,
—by avy amouut of knuowledgo of the sciences or lan-
guapee. There way Ue often an imposng array of
atatiatics, showing tbe number of convicied criminals
who can oeither read nor write ; but we must remetn.
ber that, besides 1ho want ot education, the msjority
of them bave 1o all likelibood beeu led into crime by
the ditliculties of their socialposition, by the sufferings
of poverty, or unavoudable close contact with evil cow
panions. But Sir, there are many revelations of cases
of fearjul depravity und deep vilkany constantly being
made in thess Jays amongst persons of a very different
class. It was uo want of education, in the popular
sanse, that led to the vast frauds of Sadleir. Redpath,
or Huntingion, or tosuch wurdsrs as those of Cook
or Burdell. And thess are only more promisent
typus of a class, oo either side of the Atlantic, wkich
it 16 10 Ue feared, is terribly on the incraase—~the edu-
cated and accomplished villaia ; of such persons cer-
tainly David speaks, when he epys:—t¢ My heart
showeth me the wickedoess of the ungodly, that there
1s notear of God belors his eyes.” Notwithstanding all
the wonterful blessings; which are so eften promised,
as tbe fruits of increased education, I must remair
sceptical, s to any real and abiding goad, if thero is
any dubiberale altempit at acknowledyiog its sufliciency
apart from the fear of God snd knowledge of the Gos-
pel. It is clear, however, that in an establishment like
this, supported by the public tunds, and admitting per-
sunie of various communions, thure must be some modi-
fication of fuith povided—some compromise allowed.
And there are more who tay be in cousequendt in-
clined to reluse their co-operation because they can-
not bave the enlire management in their own hands,
aud overytbing at their ows wni, We cannot, hiow-
ever, stand mill 5 wa must be deing rometbing for the
education of tie people; and I conceivo that it is our
wisdom to do it patrioticully as best we can with the

means offered to us, And whils I protest agaimst the
ignoring reljpiun, as tho basis of all souand cducation,

while at all times and on all oceasions 1 ehall reitorato
that protest, and uecopt the presont organization, not
as in iteglf the Lest, but the [:cn allalnable oue; and

while, by tho arrangeienis provided, we seck to bring

all the stadents In the sshool into some direcs cone

naetion with thelr clergymen and under specifie reli-

gious trainlng, I and those who act withme will enilea-
vor, as far as any emall portion of the tark may de.
pend upon us, ol goud faith, to work ont tor the
Lenefit of this Lawor Irovinea the ohjects ot this ine
stitution.  You, elr, oud the other Lenticmen who Lave

bren interested In formbug this insthwtion, Lave, I am

wull aware, wished to do justice to the wark we have,
durlog the lest threu years, when the ground wae

quite_unoceupied, been trylng tn accomplish in our
own Normal and Modet Scliool v Bounventury sireus :

and it would have been both unwise and injurious on
our part o have continued any tivalry, still uioro so

auy oppoeition tu this more fully organized ostablish- *
mont ; and yon have paid a just iributy (o the uiciite

of Mr. Hicks, our lato Head Master, by placing bim

ovor this Institution. Honcotorth, sie, it will bu only

by acting togethor in good faith that we can bope to

zeq It prosper; and thero will bo mueh need of iny.

wal forbearance and discretion In thoso who Lave the

conGueting of it, and also of that great grace of Chirige

tian charity, which thinketh no evil, and which is

never ready to ‘wpute wrong wotives snd’ detigns to

othere.  And thero will by cspecial need, when we.

arethus united together, that thero shall ba no attempts

through any opportunities offered by means of this

Institution, at making prosclytes of any of tho students’
10 a different commualon from tha ous to which hes
originally belonged.

1 would wisti to tako thiy oppottunity of recordin
wy own judgment of the vory greatinjury thatiszo cone
siantly dons by tho injudicious and rash attempts
which are often 1natde to unscttle the fnith of ofher,
1t may be a most laudable wish to make converts of all
arouvd us o our own faith, which wo, uach of us, I
presume, think tha truo one ; but it Is far easier to shake
our ucighbor's faith, in what bs has been brought up
from a child, than to make & couvert of him to our
own creed. It requirornot only much zeal but also
much self denial and discretion. and bumility to attempt
such a work with gaod hops of success, last in seeking
to givo our brotaer a purer faith, we leave bim with
uone atall. And whils I bope that thiosu engaged in
this Institution will act in good faith one towards
anlgll.ner,ltmlt the Ch:rcﬁa of England and other
religious communions who bave an erpecial in i
the McGill Normal School snd the P‘:omuntt:;z.o‘ol‘:
tbroughout the Province, will coatinue to reccive fair
and hberal treatment, as compared with the Church
of Rome. We areeven, when thus assciated togeth-
er but a small winority in this Lower Province ; bo
we ars nevertheless, not an uuimportant part of the
community. Stll, when it was decided to place the
education of this portion of the Provinge under the
direction of a single Superintendant, we could not have
expected that he should have been selccted from thas
minority.  On this account, we have no rigkt to be
dissstisfied ; but I cannot but remembaer that while we
aro certainly at somo possible risk and soms disadvan.
tage—zome nocessary compronise—thus associated
together, the schools provided fop your own Chorch
are left under the undivided chargo of her own bod
And senms thau this, besides the funds derived from tg;
annual _arliuentary grants, tho Church of Romo has had
sccured to her, by un act of the Government, very largo cn-
aowmcms-—o_uu special object of which, by tho very tenor
of the grupt, is tho cducation of the people. We have
thercfore, some right to cxpect that in ‘tho distrilution of
t® aunual Parlinnentary krant, as some compcusation,
aud to allay any possible discontent, especially as coming
thyrough a Supcrintendant who is of the fuith of tho may-
ority, that il there be any favor shown, tho balanco should
rutier bo thrown on the side of the minority. 1am quite
aware that you will havono casy task to falfil in tho' ad.
puuistration of your office.  Hitherto, as fur ns 1 can learn
aud my own obscrvation hag gone, you havo given very
gencral satisfuction to all reasonable minds. And certain-
Iy all must acknowledgo the attention und cnc:gy'und tal-
ent with which you have applied yourself to tho work
beforo you. At preseut o tho great credit of this portion
of tho Province with which your office is couns s thers
is, 1 think, very generully, an excceding kind and
fucling between all “classes of tho population, consising of
such different races and different creods—: stato of thin
which, I hopo, may long continuo ; and white I will leavs
othiers to note the progress that Is making in commercial
greatness, 10 arts and manufactares, I would wish to be
able if lifs bo sparcd to us, to chrontelo, s years passiby,
the increasing success of the institutions whosc commence.
tuent you ar¢ now jnaugurating, and the good effects of
all our cffortd in the onuse of education, nm( aboroall, that
whilo our people advance in intelligence and fn wordly
greatness, that intelligence may ever be sanctified Ly hea-
venly graco, and their carthly treasurcs far surpassed b
thoso enduring riches which aro being lald up in Heaved,
not for tho worldly wise nor worldly miglty, butior the
followers of the meek and lowly Jesus.”

INOANANAL SN N AL A

€& Threo of the newly returned members of
Government, the Hon. the Attorney General, the
Hon. the Provincial Scerotary, and the Hon. the
Solicitor General, came to town on Thursday oven
ing from their respective constituencies: They were
escorted to the city from the Four-mile-houso by a
large train of carringes, waggons, and all descrips
tions of vohicles, and by & mirecllancous concourse
of pedestrians, of all olaascs, sizes, and ages, who
had a:sembled to do them honor.  The procession
was headed by a band in # large waggon, and pro-
cceded through some of the principal strects to the



