dation of any aricls of Divine faith i the 'Jom-l

amngon of the Cathobie Chuareh.,

<%, We cannot help sumlng, therefore, when
. wqnters so tgnorant, or so erudite, as Kicwan,
mpute to us the beliel of the Catholic faith on
sefount of any miracles that have, ornay have
tahen place w the Church, sinco the days of the
Apostles. Livery Catholie behieves that many
muracles have occurred.  Heo believes that in the
Church there is an abiding promise, through
which God does manifest ths power, according
to the faith of individual members, when, aund in
what manner Ho pleases.  Butif you ask whe-
ther any Catholie is bound, as a Catholie, to
believo that this or that other special event, since
the days of the Apostles, is, or is not, a miracle,
miy answer is, that hy has a night 1o judge ac-
cording to the evidences presentad to his mund.
in certan cascs, the ovidenco 18 s0 strong that
according to the ordinary laws of the human
rund he s compeljed to behieve.  But when this
does occur, his belief is an act, of human or per-
presonal, but not necessanly of Divite or Catho-
irc faith. Such events being posterior 1n their
accurrence to the days of the Apostles, are not
proposed to us as ths foundation of any one dog-
ma, or article of Divine belief. That maay real-
jv miraculous events have ocsurred, cannot be
doubted.—That many others pretending to be
iraculous, but which wero eithar acaidental, or
wtentional 1llusions and deceptions, no one wishes
to deny. On all theso subjects the minds of our
Private Reasoners, for tho most pari, even when
atherwise well informed, or exceedingly igno-
rant. Th re are two reasons for this. One is,
1rat naturally they do not know what the Cath-
oue faith 19 ; and the other, that in their mode of
learning they are sure to arrive at a-distorted,
talse, confused and vareal Idea of it. It would
be an easy matter to giva them a knowledge of
what the Catholic faith is, 1if their minds were
nsw 1a the neatsal condition of simple ignorauce.
Hut as ttis, it would be nccessary for them o
have removed from their imaginations the false
sieas which a sybtematic training in the wrong
«irection has created in regard to Catholic faith.
Kirwan, however, is but onoe of a class infected
with the same malady. ‘To atiempt to refute
the nonsence of their conceptions, is but to ag-
woavate their disease. And the only cure for
them is information and instruction which they
eould find in the Catholic Catechism.

89. Such ignorance, among the mass of Pri-
ve Reasoners, is, to some extent, excusable,
whilst it is quite e Teverse in those who set
theuselves up as leaders and teachers of Divine
truth. How will they answer to God! How
will they unswer to the souls whom they under-
take to guide, for such perversions in r.gacd to
the Church of Christ, in ‘which slone is the ful-
ness und perfection of soiritual lite; They
aught to be acquainted with the writings of the

Christian Fathers of the early ages who speak of

the Church, not 28 an imaginary phantary of an
1avigible Church, but of the Church as zii out-
ward society such as she has been described in
these letters.  But if they make it 2 point to dis-
rezard Christian historical testimony oa this sub-
juct, vou, at least, dear roader, should ponder
ou the meaning of those passages of the Holy
Scripture refernng o the glorious institutions of
*he Chuzch of Christ. Korinstance:—

** 1u the 'ast days, the mountain of the house
of the Lord shall be prepzred on the top of the
nountains, and it shall ba exalted above the hills
and 21 saiions shall flow unto 1:.""—lsaias ii, 2.

- P'he stone that struck the statue became 2
yreat mountain and filled the whole earth, . .
iJatin the days of those kingdomns, the God of
Heaven v ll set up a kingdum that shall never
1e destroyed, and 1is kwngidom sha!! not be deli-
«o.red up to another people. and it shall break
i pieces. and shall consume all theee hi:gdoms,
.nd nself’ shall stiand for ever.”—Dan. u, 25,
i

* And it sha'l come to passin the Jast days,

«t ke mewutain of the house of the Lord siall
"_pre;azed on the top of the mountaing, and
i 2u abuve the ulls and people shall flow juto it.
Aud nauy navons shall come ia Las.c and say .
* me, Jet us go up to the mountain of the Lurd
~.dto tr¢ hoase of the Gud of Jacob: and he

< Miteach usof His ways, and we will walk in
.o~ p1hs, for the Jaw shalau forth out of Sion,
.4 i: word of the Loid vut of Jeresalens.'—
i
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tarn cannot be hud.”* Su the enrly Fathers have
-understood and spoken ot these passages, as re-
“fernng to the Church,
" 80 Frow all this, 1118 mamfest that whoever
would be guided 10 the way that God had ap-
pointed must umite lumself to the visibie commu-
“aton of the Churelr, utherwise he will come un-
“der the deseniption give by St. Irenacus, of the
Private Reasoners of the Socand Century

**All theae are very much later than the
Bishups of whom the Aposiles delivored the
Churches, und this wo have proved, with the
greater care, in tho third book. ‘Therefare tho
aforesaid heretics, hecanso they are blind to the
truth, are under tho necesaity of wandering irce-
gularly, first in one, and then in another path,
and on this accuunt the traces of their doctrines
aro scatiered withouat any uniformity or connex-
ion. But the pathway of thoae who are in the
Church, cireles 1he whols umverse, for it hasa
firm traditon from tho Apostles, and gives us to
sce thatthe faith of all 18 vne and the same.”’—
Adv. Har, L. v. c. 20.

This description is quite applicable both to
their condition and to that of the Church at the
present day. The Church 1s spread through al)
nations. “U'he Chuccir 1s One, Holy, Catholie,
and Apostolic. Tbs Church is indestructible.
The Church is infslhible. ualess, indeed, the
Private Reasvners o so far as tosay that Christ,
her fuunder, was fallible.

81, lcan umagine sume of thewn saying, all
this 13 asseruion, mere human reasoning, or, at
best, authonty of the Fathe:s, wheteas we want
to have Strapture for our belief. **“I'o the law
and to the tesumony 15 our moito. And the
word of Gud says to us *search the Scriptures.’
Lhave to remark that 1n this last sentence it is
not clear whether the text should read search
the Scriptuzes, or You do search the Seriptures,
but 1n enther case the scarchmng the Scripture
was not for the purpose of studying out any
doctrine of the Ilevelation, but siroply to escer-
certain and to determine a fact, viz.—whether
our Saviour was tho person spoken of in the
Scriptures of the Old Testament as the Messiah,
or not. So, 2lso, wuh vegard to the Church.
‘The Scriptures bear ample testimony as 10 the
fact of her institutivn, of her office, as the living
and unerring teacher of God's word, of her pes-
petuity, and other attributes.  Inall of which,
wo are enjmued to hear and be taught by her
instead of searching the Scriptures for ourselves.
‘Thus. already inthe A postolic age, St John, the
last ol the Aposiles, writes 1n lus fiest Epistle,
chap. iv. 1-6.”

** Dearly Beloved, believe not every spirit, but
try the spirits whether they be of God, because
many false spirits are gone aut into the world . .
«..weare of Gud. He that knoweth God,
keareth us. He that is not ot Goud heareth not
us. By this we know the spint of truth and the
spint of errur.”’

In Hebrew chap xiti. 7 and 17. ** Hemember
your Prelates, who have spoken the word of God
to you : whose faith tollow, considering theend of
sheir cenversion. . . . Obey your Prelates, and he
subject to them. For they watch as betng to ren-
der an zecount of vour souls.”

Agwn to Timethy, 1p. 1, chap. ni. 14 and 15,
“These things I wrae to thue hoping that |
shall came to thee shortly,  But If T tarry lona,
that thou mayest know kow thou oughtest 1o be-
have ihyself w the house of God, winel s the
Chusch of the liviog God. the pillar and ground
of truth.”

-
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These instructions are addressed not 1o the
immediate disciples of Chnise, but tothe dispersed
converts, who were the disciples of the Apastles.
When their teachers were absent, they supplied
by writing 1 these instances, instroctions which
ithey would have given by word of mouth, if they
 had been present.  Thus St. Paul wnting 10 the
" Ephesians, chap. iv. 11-11.

‘ And he gave some Apostlesand some pro-
. phets, and some Frangelists, and some pastors,
jand dociois . for the perfecting of the Saints,
ifur the work of the mimstey, for the cdifying of
ithe body of Chust: until we all mee: in
the umty of faith and ot the knowledge of
lthe Soi of Gud, unte a perfect mazn, unto
the measure of the age of the fulness of
jChrist | that heneefurth we may be no morn
jemldren tossed to and tro, and earned about
«with every wind of doctrine, by the wickedness
of men, by cunning craftiness, by which they

‘F'hat these passages are to be understood of | lio 1n want to decerve.”’

. e Church, appears from the allusion of our
lessed Saviour, (St Mau v, 14) “ You acc
cwr il gh of the world,—a ¢ity seated on a noun-

1
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In the Actyof the Apoutles, chsp. xx., +.
28—

i ¢ Take heed to yourselvesaad tvthe whole

1
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flock wherem the Holv Ghost hati placed you
Bishops, to rule the Church of God, which He
hath purchased with Ins own bluod.”  And,
liko manner, i chap. xv. 28-41.  ** For 1t hath
seemed good :o the Ioly Ghost and 10 us to lay
no further burthen upon you than these necessa-
vy shings. . . And he, (Paul,) went through
Syria and Cilicia, confirming the Churches, com-
manding them to keep the precepts of the A pos-
tles and of tho ancients.”

93. 1f wo pass now 1o tho prumary authonty
ol tho Gospels themarlves, in which the words,
not of an Apostle, but of Jesus Christ himself,
aro recorded, we shall find snch declarations as
tho following :

St. Maut. xxvii., 18 20 ** A} powor is given
to Me in Heaven and in canth. Guing, there-
fore, toach all notions, bapusing them 1 the name
of the Fathor, and of the Sun, and of the Holy
Ghost ; teaching them to observe all thuigs wha:-
soover I have commanded you - And lo, T am
with you all days, even en tho consummation of
the werld.”  And again :

Luke x., 10 - ** e that heareth vou heareth
Mo, and lie thet despiseth you despiseth Me, and
he that despisethMe despiseth Him that sent me.
And Matt xvi, 18, ** And [ say to theo that
thou art Pater, and upon tns rock 1 will build
my Church and tho gates of hell shall not prevail
‘against it."”

Again, Matt xviu., 17. ** And 1fhe w.ll nos
hiear them tell she Church ; and if he will not
hear the Church let hum be to thee as the heathen
and the publican.”

That the power thus conferred was intended

R AYICEY

A portivn of the skull of the Martyr, and soma
of the boues, are exposed to view. They are
wmost tastefully arranged m the form of a cross on
a cushion of Crimson Damask, frnged svith gold
The sest of the body 1s enclosed 1 a small cotin
covered with red silk, and sealed by the propur
authorities at Reme, as well as by 1he Bishop
Yere. A portion of the relics of six ather Sainty
—four of them martyrs—are placed in the same
coflin, with an inscription

ilic sub pedibus Christt
Sexto ldus Maii 1848,
Depositum est Corpus
Sanciz Cornelin Martyris
Nomims Proprit
Inventum
Com Yaso Sanguinis
Et Marmoreo Lapide
In Cuemeterio Priscillse
Via Salana
Hub dio X Mxi
. 1843,

A poruen of the relies of 5. Victor, Exupe-
tius, Fclea, and Felioitas, Martyrs; Si. Isidore,
Bishop and Ductor, and St. Charles Borromeo,
Bishop and Cunfessor, are enelosed in the samne
coffin. Ia other shrines on our Cathedral Altar
are very many precious Relics—of she ‘I'rue
Cross, of the Crown of Thorns, of the Twelve
Apostles, &c. How appropriately may we con-
clude this brief notice of a ceremonisal that will
be lvag remembered 10, $izhfax, jn the beannful
words of Frudentius, the ancient Chsistian Poer.
in Hymn 111 of his Peristepharon .

Sic venerarier ossa hibet
Ossibus Altar et impositum

for all future ume, 1s evideat, frem St. John xa.,
16 and 18. ¢ And [ will ask tho Father, aud he
shall give you another Paraclete, that He may
abide with you forever, the spirit of truth whom
the world cannot receive because 1t seeth Him

because He shall abide with yvou and shall be in
you.”

Innumerabls cther passages might be adduced,
proving, beyund all controversy, asa fact, the
iastitution of the Church of God, as an octward
and vimible suctety, from which alone, the truths
of revelation are to be ascertained, in commnu-
nicn with which alone, individual is to be incor
porated mnto the Mysucal Body of Chnst, 10
recive light, and life, and salvaton through Him.
Ifour Private Reasoners were sincero 1 pre-

of belief, these tostimunies would be quite suffi-
cient to prove to them that the Bible, 1 every
page, directs them to cease from their wander-
1gs, and tv seek secunty n God’s, One, Holy,
Cutholic and Apostolic Church.

pr———)
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ST. MARY'S.

The solemn ceremony of the deposition of the
body of St. Cornelia, martyr, beneathlour Cathe-
dral 2ltar, took place on Wednesday, A vast
concourse of the faithful were present.  The
sJishop was assisted on the oeceasion by several
clergymen, and the services of the Organ Choir
were particularly effeciive, especially at ihe Li-
any of the Saims, 2nc the Te Deum which
| slosed the ceremony.  "The beautifal piece of
workmauship in which the body was enshrined,
was laid on a stand, covered with crimson velvet,
atthe entrance of the Sanctoary, and was sur-
roonded with hights and other decorations. Ay
the proper part of the ceremony the Martyr's
remains were borne by four Priests, and depo-
sited 1a the receptacle prepared for them beneath
the lugh altar.  "The Bishop then read the oficial
document from Rome respecting tic discovery
and identity of the body, ard a dissertation on the
celigious respect which was always paid in the
Catholic Church, from the carliest perod, to the
bodies and relies of the 1loly Martyrs who shed
their blood for Christ, and on the custom, from
ume immemorial of placing the remains of the
Mariyrs beneath the altar on which the Divine
Victim was offered i the unbloody sacrifice of
the New Law. This ahounded with various
pertinent Guotations frum the early Fathers and
Ecclesiastical writers, and was lisiened to with
the greatest attention. Thecoincidence between
the ancient practice of the Church, and what was
then actually performed beforo the eyes of the
faithful, was panicularly striking. The aholo
rconcluded with a joyful 7¢ Davnin thanksgiring

|

not, nor knuweth Him, but you shall know Him! And Alar honour

Tila %tei sita sub pedibus
Prospicit bace, populosque suos
Carmune propitista fovet.
"Tis meet her bones with rev'rence should be
grac'd,
"4 0’er those bones that's placed.
Cornelia,® seated at her Saviour's feet,
Behalds those rites that thus her ashes greet—
Won by the Hymns that God’s owa people wake
She prays the pray'r of merey for their sahe®
—_———
ROME.
On the 1st of Apnl the Cardinal Viear pub-
lished the fullowing notice:—** God has been

tending to take the Scriptures for their rule of}

{pleascd to hear the prayers of the Sovereign
y Penulfand the religious population of Rome.in
gcausmg the Head of the Glorious Apostle St.
Andrew to be miraculously discovered.$ In or-
der to solemnize the happy event the Superivrs
of all Churches are directed to ring the Bells at
the 4ze Maria for half an hour this evening, as
on great Festival Days.’

No svoner had the Romans been apprised of
the miraculous discoverj of this precious relic
than the Joy Bells began to ring throughout the
city, and<he houses were all illominated. Thero
was also an extraordinary illuminatien of the
fagade, portico, and cupola of St. Peter's, 10
give notice to the surrounding country of this
fortunate event.  On the following day a solemn
Te Deum was chaunted in the Chorch of St
Andrew della valle in the midst of 20 immense
concourse of the frithful of all ranks, and part-
cularly of the Civic Guards, who bore the doubles
banner, so dear to the ftalians, the colours of the
Pope blezded wih those of the National Unjop.
The same ceremony took place at St. Peter’s 1n
the evening. .

The Directors and Professors of the Apol*inar,,
the Roman Seminary, have by direction of tho
Pope gone with their Students to 1ake posses-
sion of the College of St. Ignativs, which bas
beenabandoned by the Jesuits,

——— ey

ORDINATION,

On Sunday last the Rev. Patrick L. Madden
received the Holy Order of Priesthoed at the
Cathedral of St. Mary’s, The Bishop was as.
sisted in this imposing ceremony by the Very
Rev. Mr. Conolly (now happily convalescent
from his lato severc illness) and the Rev Mesars
Hannan, McLeod and Mclsazc.

— e

Toleration progresses at Constantinople The
Saltan has clevated a Catholic, M. Carabet. Ce.
lebi, to the dignity of Minsetisciar {a Pucha
with threeo tails) and has given him pezmistion
to choose his guards, his suite, and his numerous
domcstics from the members of Lis own Church.
He had already been Treasuter 1o the Sultan
&\{Olhcrq

* Tolalia in Prudentius.
{ It had been stolen from Si, Peter's a short

to God for this javaluable gift,

timo previously.



