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part of the devoted city, nothing couldireiiel’ that medicine could afford, and
excced the general eonsternation., took care that all spiritual assistance
Flight was considered the only remedy, | should be given. lie was cver fore-
and it was adopted by ut least one half ! niost in braving danger, visited all the
of the population. The wealthy cili-’hospituls, and administered the sacra-
zens collected as much of their effeets i ments with is own hands, unless when
and provisions as pussible, and ivstant- | he was more vraently employed in the
ly quitted the city ; the poor fled injduties of his vihee,orin collecting ulms

b
great numbers, and took up their abode [ and  provisions for the  poor wwd  the
amoungst rocks and caves, and in whet-; sick.  The clergy were animated by
ever huts or tects they could bhastily | his example, and displayed the most
consiruet. Those who were connect- | noble instances of sclf-devotion und
ed with the sea took refuge with alljcourage. Betweentwo and tiree hun-
their families in boats and vessels in|dred priests and relizious were car-
the harbour. But in many cases, ail iricd off by the contagion, the greater
these precautions were useless. The | part ~f whom were martyrs of charity.
wnhappy fagitives bad borne away with | It is caleulated that about fifty thousand
them the seeds of this frightful disease, | persons perished altogether from this |
and not only miscrably perished ; but, devastating scourge. In the montih of
in several instances were deprived of, September, when it raged with the
the solace of human sympathy, and the ; greatest violence, the deaths were one
powerful succours of religisn. To add; thousand a-day. On the festival of All
to the horrors of the seencuose whose  Saints, the bishop, on  his baie feet,
patiicular duty it was to provide for the . with a halter round his neck, and a
health and security of the inhabitants, torch in his hand, waiked in procession
had abandoncd Jarseilles. The ofh- - to an altar that had been ¢reeted under
cers of justice,the directors of hospitals, the open air, on which he oiiered the
the cowservators of public health, the holy sacrifice to appease the anger of
town-counciilors, and all the municipal heaven. Iic then made a wost pathe-
officer<, with the cxcepiion of the she- tic appueal w his sulfering flock, and
riffs, also fled from iheir posts.  In conjured them to avert the divine
this terrible calan:iiy ,ihe heroic charity scourges by praver, alms-decds, and
of the bishop presented a remarkable penance: after which be solemnly con-
contrast to the weakness and timidity of scerated the city to the most Sacred
others. M. de Belzunge iad for eart of Jesus. The plague now be-
twelve vears governed the see of Mar- zan te diminish: at the following Llas-
scilles, when the plague made its ap- ter the churches were re-op- ned for di-
pearance. He was of tllustrious birth, { vine scrvice, and on ¢t 20th Junc, the
and distinguished both for cioquence festivalin honor ot the Sacred Heart of
and learning ; but all are forgotten in Jesus was celebrated throughout the
the recollection of his Sodlike charity. city with the greatest soleamity and
He resisted every entreaty tu guit the . devotion, and in about two montbs af-
city, placed himsell at the hcad of his ter, the holy prelate congratulated his
elergy, and 2t aii uours of the night and people ia a pistoral letter, on the ces-
day was to be found in tue widst of the sation of the scourge. From this time
sick and the dving. He procured every the devotion 1apidly spread throughout



