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bound to circumcise thcir children; but
they wero to tcach them the command.

monts tho statutcs ond the judgments.

which God gave them, ““Thou shaltiteach
them diligently unto thy children,
and shalt talk of them when thou
gittest in thine houge, and when' thou
walkest by the way, and when thou Liest
down, and when thou rircst up.” Dxor.
vi. 7. Itis impossible to suppose. that,
vrith theso bpeocific dircctions, thoy did
not instruct their children in the nature
of circumeision, which eealed all cove-
nant blessings to them, Now, parents
who baptize their children engage to teach
them the grinciplez of the religion
of Christ. But how xdapy do so? ow
ma:nd‘;condmvor to iapress upon their
children, that by their baptism, they
wero consecrated to God,—had the bless.
ings of the covenont gealed o them—and
ore henceforth to be regarded gs members
of the Church? how many teek to show
their children, the duty of publicly ao-
knowledging their bapti obligations
toserve God? This great work is to be
done at the fireside, dutif ¥s not done, It
will not do for parents to pléad Sabbath
School instructions 23 an excuse for pe-
glecting this duty, It is extremely diffi-
_¢ult to teach children in the Sabbath
School when they are neglected at home.
If children were rightly educated by
their parents, and the Church; few cases,
itiis belioved, would avise requiring se-
vere discipline; and these remarks are
made in the hope that parents will en-
deavorto do that which thy have solemn-
1y engeged to do, “bring up their chil-
dren in the nurture and admonition of
the Lord,” Err. v1.4. As a {;uxdmg
rincipls on this whole subject, let the
urch never lose right of ita infant
mombere, nor veaso to regord them as
candidates for full communion,

Thezo is enother matter to which it is
necezzary to ccll the attention of the
Youn3 and ofice-bearers of the Church.
2dany of our baptized dycnng peoplalzave
our congrezations, an to rendo fora
scacon abroad, where they are no longer
ander tho msénog ¢f thoze who
know them, Now, a3 God, end the Church
axd moral obligation, arothe same cvery-
where; tht rame principles ehould every-
waere go&m the young. ut it is noy
go. Often those wio are oxemplary of
home, aro otherwica sbroad.  Yhey ne-

toct the house of Gad,—zpend the Sab-
oth, either in mannct Iobor, or ineinful
emussments,aad efer atime roturn, with
oot prinuipledto polinte others.  Novs,
1% §3 tho duly of tho Church to toke cog-

nizanco of such doinga. It may ko eaid;
‘it is dificult to ascerizin the facta of
of such cazes.” Not, if tho, Church par-
eues x right comrso.  Let every percon
who is ontitled to o testimonial of char-
acter reccive such when ho departs, and
return bringing o cimflar testimonial,
Not o fow of the young men of this Pro-
vince go where thoy are exposed to evils
of various kinde; end who, unknowa and
unwerned, make shiggreok of faith ond
a good conscienco. VVere they to pursuo
the cource recommended; they would be
brought under the influence of Christion
society, and the means of é;race, which
could not fail to be attended with benst-
cin! results, both for timme and cternity.
To tho young and old, vzao are mem-
hors of Christ’s Church, I eay in the
words of Poul “obey them that have the
rule over you and submit yourseives, for
theywatchfor soulsas they thot must'give
account, that they may do it with joy,
and not with grief, for that is nnprofi-
table for you.” To the office-bearers I
g2y in the words of the came Poul,
“Tako heed therefore unto yourzalves
and to all the flock over which the Holy
Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed
the Church of God which hehath pur-
chosed withvhis own bleod,” Aczs, Xx.
23.—Alsn in thoe wrords of Peter, “The
eldera which are among you I axhort.
Feed tho flock of God which is awmong
you, tslkin%the gversight thereof, not by
constraint, but willinéi s oot of filthy
Iucre, but of o rendy mind, neither s
being lords over God’s heritage, but ex-
smpfes to the flock 1 PETER, 1-3,
Suppoze a mon, who is the owner of a
velucble flock of sheep, to engage a shep-
hard to whom he gives abuadanes of sui-
table provision to feed his flock; and that -
shopherd, through neglect, sllows num-
hers of that flock to perish, will the own-
er not hold him acconntable?  And will
not God, whoze flock consists of immer-
tal beingg,. young and old, hold theoss
whom he hea appointed to feed them.ac-
countable, If through their neglect suy of
them should perich? He certeinly will.
To the solemn guestion ““vhera js the
flock that waa given thee? JER, xmx, 2.
wo must one day roturz an snswer.
Tender sheplisrd, never Juave them, -
Frem thy fold to go astray;
By thy werning love dircetod,
Lay they welk the ntrow w2y;
T'hus direet ther, thys defend them,
Loy they fall ancasy prey.
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