Tho Responsibility of 8 Druggist,

Although the sult of Eugland vs.
Kerry, Wadsou & Co,, which recently
camo befores the judiclal committes of
the privy council has refercnce to the
responsibllity of wholesale druggists
for mistakes commitited through tho
negligence of their employees, the judg-
ment cited canuot be taken os satis-
fuctorlly determining this point. Mho
facts of the case ware brlefly these:
Dr. England ordered from H. J. Dart &
Co., retail druggists in Montreal, bis-
muth for his wife, who at the timo
was Hl. A’ packaga marked “blsmugh
trisnit—two ounces,” came te the house
and of the contents Mrs, England took
halt a teaspoonful. She then becamo
very il ana died some fow days after-
wards., An examingtion showed that
the drug purchosed from tho Dart
Company was not bidmuth but tartar
emetic or antimony. Mr. Dart rtated
thiat shortly before recelving Dr. Fng-
land's order he (Mr. Dart) had ordored
from the appellants two poundd of bis-
muth, aud the appelingts had supplied
him, in a parcel marked, “Bisumuth
subnlt” with the drug which wasg
afterwarde supplied by him to Mry.
Lngland. The infant son of
I;J‘{:g'land gh 1 bro‘ hrte
an agtion againg crry, at-
eon & alleging the death of
Mrs. England by their uegligence. The
jury foung that her death was due
to. previous digsease, but was
accelerated by the tartar ematic
though not to any appreciable exteant,
and that the supply of the tartar
emetic in the packoge marked “bis-
mith subnit,’”” by the defendants to
Dart & Co., was due to neglect, care-
lessness, want of skill, and fauft of
the defendants or their employoes.
They awarded the infant son $1,000
a8 damages for the death of his
mother. This judgment was not con-
sidered satisfactory, and after puss-
ing through the Canadian zourts. the
case came before the Privy Couheif.
For the appellants it was submitted
that they liad not bheam gullty of a
breach of any duty which they owed
to the respondent’a wife, whoso
decth was not such a conseqienco of
their alleged act (assuming, which
which they denled, that they sent to
Messrs. Dart & Co. & packet of anti-
mony labelled “blsmuth”), as they
could have reasounably foreseen. The
fair and proper conclusion to be
drawn from the evidemce was, as the
jury found, that Mrs. England died
from provicus exlsting; disease and not
from‘tho tartar em?ti&. incg are t:xo%
yet fn.possession. o e judgment o
the judiclal committee and cannot-de-
clde a8 to the value of the cage in Ce-
termining the regponsibility of who'e-
sala druggists for infury cauwsed by
thelr mistakes when the drug has
been sold to the injured party by &
third person. The pleas that. first,
the death was not caused by the bhis-
muth and second, that the appel-
lants did supply the drug in question,
Ilyjﬁzt the whole questionr of respumsi-

ty. . .

Mr. Boarder—Mrs. Caterer, let nio
tell you that If you want to be up
to the times you'll have to get a side-
boarsd.

Mre. .Caterer—And let me tell you
Mr. Boarder, that if you aln’t more
aup-to time in’ your payments you'll
have to get nutsido board.
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I have called attention in my pre-
vious reports to the recognlzed de-
fects 1n the !mt«;rnul sozlety aystom.
Although the number of assessments
has increaped again durlng 1897, In
nearly all, no wmufficient steps have
been taken by any, but an insignifi-
cant number, 'to reform their meth-
ols and escape' the evitable conse-
quences of lncreasing assessments., It
{s true that with those whose new
membership continues to be a large
percentage of the whole body, the an-
nual incr2ase fu amount of assessment
is very gradual. But it is none th.
less sure; and when the period arrive:,
which in the very nature of things
it must, that the individual payments
approxominate to the price asked for
insurance by regular companles which
guarantee no iucreae? the new mem-
berghip falls oft and healthy young
livey drop out. Thereafter the fn-
crense in assessments becomes rapid,
ond the soclety soon comes to an end,
leaving many moribund or unable to
protect their families by Insurance
elgowhere. It i a disgrace that the
laws of thig state should permit the
promotion of such incompetent
schemes, but such {8 the number and
power of these socleties and the ignor-
anco of the majority of legislators up-
on technical matters that the insur-
anco departments have not been able
to have their protests considered, and
ars remittel to auch supervision ag the
inadequate statutes. moztly passed at
the instance of the sozleties themsel-
ves. upos the books will permit. As
ir. the cas> of the endowment orders.
no really remedial legislation becomes
possible until the situation becomes a
public scandal.

This critliclem does not apply to
those secret orders, sucl as Maso-s,
Oddfellows and the Itke, wiwerin the in-
surance feature ls limited to a mer~
burial fund or temporary relief, an.
constitutes but o merely subordinate
incldent to other purposes. Such ara
usunlly and.properly excused frcm de-
partinental supervisionn But it does
apply withl annually increesing force
to thiose societies whose real purpose
is the pursuit of the business of in-
surance under the more or lesy thinly
disguised forms of ,ecrecy, lodges,
rituals, etc. It is aleo true that, in
the larger and better conducted of
these, the extravagantly titled man-

agements have, iy private, been fully -

alive to the dangers confronting their
socleties for severn!l years. But this,
coupled with the fact that no suffici-
et remedics havo been applied, giv
ground for the fear that they do not
possess suffictent poveer to bring about
the reforms which they confess to L2
neceseary. It is, therefere, iw no un-
friendly spirit, suggested that they
undo the vicious legiglation w hich they
themselves have accomplished andxert-
thie assistance of legislwtors (it pass-
fng sack: Jaws as mpy compel -bheir
own. - membership to accept such
changes fn thelr systom ag will tend
{0 eave thelr societies before it be-
comes too late.

All fusurance expericnce proves that
the rate (or premijum) mvs be increas-
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el to tho cost at the attained ago
of each moember in order to attain
inequity and securo solvency., Or, If
the rate i to be permanently fixed
at age of entry, a conslderable in-
crense must bo at once made which
will furnish a large reserve to be used
in part payment of claims, Thoe fra-
ternal socletles have utterly Ignored
both of tho mathematical axioms, and
have attempted to proceed wupon
inereasing rates  fixed upon w ratio
basad upon the age of entry instead
of it the age attained. Therefore
those who have been long in the so-
ciety auwd have become advanced in
years still coutinue to hold the ad-
vantage of thelr enrly age of entry,
to the detriment of all’' new entrants,
who are saddled with part of the
cost of carrying thes2 older risks who
thus escape paying their own actual
cost of insurance. It requires no pro-
phet to predict the Inevitable end of
such an enterprise; both mathematies
and experience demoustrate its ultim-
ate fallure. This Is still further ag-
gravated by making post mortem as-
eessments. wiich act &3 a premium
upon lupsing. as any one can discon-
tinne without Ppaying for his last
month's insurance. The remedy is leg-
islat’on which will compel assessments,
payable in ddvance. based upon at-
tained age costs of insurance. when-
over the soclety falls to havo tn hand
a technieal regerve, (computed by the
fusurance department) wiich will per-
mit age at entry assessments to be
maintained. Although it may bhe
clnimed that such legislation would be
uncongtitutional as fmpalring the ob-
ligations o©f provious contracts. it
muss be romembered that all such con-
tracts are given unCer charters
(which ars part of the contract) by
states which roserve the right to alter
or amend the dame at pleasure. And

*most of the by-laws of these mutual

vocieties, which also form a part of
tho pulicy contract, ceserved the right
of chunge under certain formalities,
which the leglslatures may compel the
miugement to make the requisite of-
fort to lnstitute. Besides. <ceveral
trihunale have recently held that n
mutanl ascociations, minor and tech-
nicnl rights might be disregarded
whon equity and the carrying out of
the major purposes of the association
requireC a change not originally con-
teraplated or reserved. The real dif-
filcuty of the situation consists in the
impossibility of convincing the com-
mon memlership. who are not versed
in lusurance problems, of the defects
of their system and lts impending col-
lapse. together with the celfishness of
the o'der memtvers, who are generally
in control. and adverse to any change
which will compel them to pay their
faiv share of the commou burden. As
the teglslature created these cocieties,
it hecomes its duty to see to it that
they- are properly canducted. And If
constitutional questions stand in tho
way of reforming those originating in
Connecticnt, it can at least exclude
those which originated in other states
from dofng business in this State, un-
less within prescribed methols.  And
similar retaliatory or reciprocal acs
tion in other states would immedinte'y
cperate nrainst our own socleties to
compel thelr reform.

Tt is not Intended here to sav auny-
thine to the real detriment of these
socleties. which have many excellent
points to commend, among ‘which Is
the rarefal selection hnd supervicion
of thelr risks, a small lIapsing rate un-
til assessments boecome  abmormal.
great economy of management. and a
remarkablo ability to yet new bust-



