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THE MOUWTAIN LUMBER-MANUFAC-
* TURERS' AGSOCIATION OF
BRITISH COLUMBIA.

Thivassocidtion.{y now in its third year
and its membership anlounts to about 30
firms, or 40.mills, and covers tho territory
west of the Cascades it Britinh Cotumbia,
and enstward v.as Colgary.  Its use-
fulness is becdtfing “drore Hnd more ap-
preciated by the members, and it is now,

‘i R dccidddly? hicalthy condition.  Thé

last gencral ineeting was held at Nelson

on June 2and, tho session lasting all day.

Anong the masters under consideration

were the, trade conditions in the ;North--
West. . Dyrigp the paytwhigdenad sprink
the deinitid finiBeen light wnd the ff’!llu

felt the sixckness in trade severely.,  The

claim put forswvard last year by those who

opposed thy interests of the lambermen,

ramely, that the Canadian mills were un-

able to supply the market, was even thun

anwassanted, but with the addition of sev-

eral new plants and inercascd capacity o

some of the old pills, the condition now is

that & very large gnantty of lumber is
piled in the § v 1 in excess of what is re-

quired to i)l the ordesy received.

The trouble has been largely agpravated
by the fact thatin the state of Washingion,
a8 a sesult of over-production and poor
llome marke}, a large number of mills are
m liguwdation, and the stocks of common
lumber are being disposed of at sucrifice
prices in the North.West and M.aiitoba,
which ' the sole market for the Mountain
mills. Even in ordin iry times, there being
no duty on rouph lumber coming into
Canada, the Ameri an mills can underseli
1be Canadan, for the reason that machin-
ery and labor cost lrss and timber limit
are 1o be had at not only a lower origiaal
cost, but are_less burdensome to carry. It
wtlpgrly shown that dur opponents to the
wouth’can put fumber on the cars for &
considerably lower price than we can.
The mill men have brought these facts
before the Government and requested 2
duty of $z.00 per M on rough lumber com-
wg into Canada, but althgughhe plea yas
strongly” pressed, and the lumber manu-
facturers’ case was, as they thought, de-
monstratea heyond argument, nothing was
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dong, and the mistaken idea that the con-
sumer in the North-West way gotting the
benefit of the lower prices was tuken for
granted.

These matters were conridered at the
mecting on June 22nd, and it was shown
from personal oxperience of those preseat
that the consumer is still paying for his
Jumber on the basiy of tha- Association
prige, and tho diijdfemac in most cases
peaps the benelitol:iiliy lowdiiprice of.the,
imported material, In Southern Manitoba
the Canadian mills arc practically sbut out
of the market on account of the disadvan-
tage thoy snffer in the matter of .frejght
.rgtp’«.- Tlid opinigh waw expressed that
it wobldinot be long before the view would
prevail that the North.-West furmers who
receive tho fullest pretection and are
directly benefituyg by the Bntish Colum-
bia maizats for their products, should not
receive mare than the lumber industry,
which is noW iwits infancy in this section,
and suffers from a more unequal cumpets-
It was made perfectly clear that
there neither was nor is any justification
for the statement that a combine exists
between the wmaaufacturer and dealer.
The polu y of the former is to see that the
whole Nouth-West is properly supplied,
and that the consumeris enabled 1o get
his needs supphied without being subjected
to exceswive charges, and they realize
ihat, by doing so, a greater quantity of
their products can be disposed of.  Ar-
rangements with this end in view were

bepun some months ago whereby the price -

list was published thioughout the whole
North-west and new 2 powertul organiza~-
tion has been formed for the purpose of
enabling the manufactdrer 10 open up yards
and supply Jumber directly 10 the con-
sumer. No change was made in the price
list, save to permit a difference of $t.00 in
favor of cedar boards, In tact, in cighteen
months there has been no change in the
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‘prico listy notwithstanding that the cost of
ogs at tho mill hns been incrensing.

ruding rules were egreed upon after
consideration of tho report of r committee
appoirted at 2 previous meoting for the
purpose of considering the quest“on. This
matter has been ander way lur some con-
siderablo time, and at first it seemed to
some members impracticable to work out
any feasabla set of ruley which would be
just'to all manufacturers, thero being such
u very great varicty of woods, some of
which might hava to be treated as consti-
tuting a class distinct from others.  How-
ever, it is now thought the present rulos
will prove satisfectory and a considerable
benefit to the manufacturer and to derlers.

BRITISH COLUMBIA LETTER.
(Correspondence of the CANADA Lupmunnstan )

VANcoUveR, June 21st, 1gog.—Prices of
lumber and shiogles 1n this ey, dehvered
at the mills, are an mdication of how
utterly demoralized conditions ure at pres-
ent, In fact, prices are s» bad and so cut
to niect any particular demand or com-
petition, that millmen do wvot care to
make them public.  An enquiry of one
of ihe prominent shingle manulacturers as
to what the prices of shingles at the mills
were, clicited the reply that he did not
know, and while this may scem somewhat
paradoxical, it i3 neverthelens true. The
figures are quoted from $1.40 to $1.6v,
according to quality, but are flexible that
trade may be secured in what is the worst
time that the lumber industry in this pro-
vince has ye. cacountered.

Mr. C. M. Betcher, vice-president of
the B,G. Mills, Timber and Trading Com-
pany, which has just closed its largest
mill, the Hastings in this city, remarked
the other evening: ‘The Government
at O'tawa seems to think that those mem-
bers who do not represent the West kncw
the conditions best, but the bad times
which arc 22w settling down in earnest
will bring Sir Wilfred Laurier and his
cabinet to a realization of things, but only
after considerable harm Las been done.
That is a brief summary of the outlecok at

L. Dean Hoiden, I'red.  J. M. Diver, Gen'l-Mgr.
AV, flolWden, Vice-Pres, R C. Darre, Ass't Mgr,
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THE FRASER RIVER LUMBER COMPANY

Manufacturer s of and Dealers in
. the HIGHEST GRADES of

. -~ BRITISH

" COLUMBIA

RED CEDAR SHINGLES

NEW WESTMINSTER, B.C.

Sond on your ORDER.S to the ABOVE COMPANY. who can supply you with Shingles which for QUALITY connot bo gsurpassed by any
manufacturer in BRITISH COLUMBIA. CUSTOMERS may at ALL TIMES depend upon PROMPT SHIPMENTS. Satisfaction Guarantood

THOS. B. TAIT, MARAGER
New Wcstmlnilur. B.C.

JAMES SHARP!

PRESIDENT

Surk’s Fails, Ont.




