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CUREENT TRADE CONDITIONS
ONTAR10.

Despite the unsettled condition of labur
and its consequent elet tson building
operatians, the lumber markcet, from man>.
points cf vaew, as aIl iliat could bc dcsired.
Tho- demand fas been remarkabiy good
anse prices considcrabiy higher clani last
year. Masi milla have sc0 far been unable
te acetimelate any stock. Advicca fromn
the Ottawa valley ani Gcorgian Bay dis-
tricts arc It ie cffect that mac>' tilla have
sold their enhire seasan's cul. Hemlock as
mov'ang aciivcly. andl notwitiattanding the
advancc that bas talcen place in the price
et thîs lumber, it is predicicci thati h will
resch a lugher figure befor tire cla'.e of tie
year. Thick stock, sav Iwo illchtes op, is
much inquired for.

Ail lines cf liard'vood toîmber are in
demand,bîit pariculary basswood andclm.
Competition arnong buycrs bas been soa
kcen cf laite ihat a large perccntagr of' the
conteenplatcd otiiput has alrcady been con-
îracted for nt pricea ranging (rom11 Sa ta $4
higlier than last year. There IN every
reaqan Io beliec lihant tuae hardwood mar-
ket wilI hoid is own for the baulance cr the

-season, and Ihere cars bc little rb!k in buy.'
ing ai present quotations.

Reviscd prices for cedar shingîca at
Ottawa arc $3.3o t0 S3,50 for XXXX in 1S
inch, $:._ýo tas $2.7,5 for cicar barils, and
S1.65 Io S2 for XX.

The labor situation ;n Toronto and one
or two oîhee' points ha aîach as le caisse

smre appreflensien regarding the cxint
ta which the lumber business will bc
affected thereby. The past monthr %vit-
car.ssd a falling off in the demanet for build-
ing timber, andI unless an carly sctilement

is reachcd many pfroposcdl tndertakings

wilI be poetponcd sildefiniuely. Sîrikes In
iii Eastern Staîtes [iave alita rea.tracied thet

vtoluime ai slîipments te lilai, rnarkci.

QVtEIIRt ANDi NIE% itNSi

Theaflamber btibane.9 oi tice Eastern
Provinces aplîcars ta bc in a sali'actory
condition. Jilie ctemand from lise Estrn
States has f.ilien off recenui>' awing te
lAbor difficultia.s, but manufscurers atlN
have pient> of inf'aliea orderb ona thclr
bookst. Dy. sorte il as% rcported liat the
dernand exceedit the suppl>., witli prices%
froms fit>' cents 10 ane dollar pet tiîousand
on ad% ance of tast ycar un botta ,palace andi
liemleock. Stiuce claprbaaircli in 4.ftet
lengths find as very rcady niasket, .tnd cat-
withstanding the higla pricc at which îlaey
are sclling, lisi tcndency s'emis tas be up-
%vard%. No drop ftroua tie present price is
aniacipated within the next twas montha ai
leat. Buiyers are steauuliv accuniulating
ccdae' slaii.gieq. The price or exirns ia now
farmly estblushed ai $:3.S0 ta $3.55 for
Boston delive'>, w*-th ailier grades equally

liruu. Some large shipments ai liait have
been mnade ta tire tastern Stitte. ,The
unertaint>. regarding tbe log drives is
causing humberrmnnsome anxiety. Sliould
a large qeaantaty bc hung up,.as now secims
probable, Ilieresult wouid lwohbbly be
an advance in the price of leamber.

UNITEDI STATES.

A careful seritinly oir the various lumbcr
markets of the Uiictd Staies lads one tas
the conclusion thai the volume oi' trade
bas decliced durinig the pasî two aiceks.
This is lirobably dut largcly I0 the unsel-
lied condition% prevailing in the building
trades inNew'aork and sortie oihecastemn
cities. There stems le ho reasion to
expect a settilement cf the New VorIc beuid-
ing strikes lihis wctk, whicli wauid doubt.
ltss 1'a followed by heavy buying of
lumber. Tiierc bai bcen no noîlceable
weeakness af prices. Aliîotagh sciase of Ille
fie'st ouat bas baetsnmaèketcd. il bas had ne
effeci upon prices, wicli arc holding wvell.
Tht splendid eiatlook f'or an anuancant

y.--Id af wlicatis douleilts a strengthening
facior in the siuion. At BtiffFalo the
quantiuy cf 10w grade lainse is simaller than

il was cip.cted ta be ai liai- season cf the
year, and prices are :ons"quenly' atiff.
Some dealerç arc holding ich uppecrs ait

So. 6.inch box -il $17. q-Inch Mi $88, 1O-
inch ai $si), and unîlîs cealls nt $îS. Diffi.
cully has bcen faîandl in contracting for,
dimension timber, owing te the faci that
better returns can bc clataincti by sawving
li: Io". inte boards. Th!% niay restait in
a %'arcity of dimeseon stuff

Hardwood lumber la ilighulv marc pieu-
tilul, alibaugla thc dcmand rcadily absorbb


