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abe has bath color sud forti, sud sorne excltement bis made ber boiutiful
wild eyca as bright as in the old days when conquest was new to thern, anid
victory did Dot ruake her teed forlorn.

Garde Ruthven retuembers thc 1est lime he baga been Inis ii OUI'd
company ; it was at a dance et this vcry Glcu Farte, before hie wcnt to New
Zetland. It was also before Ada had i cornte oui.' liow aho had fzorned
him then-the brilt, ethreol creature wbcmn everyhcdy hadl petted and
admircd I She neyer vouchaafcd hitu somruch as a look, rnuch lesti a dance,
thougbc ail adsked ber for one. She.had more applicgitions for dances
than coula be danccd tIn five harveat-horne balls. It had net broken
Girde'. heart ta bc refused-perhaps he did not care. If bis own pet littie
cousin Maud bila only been there, 8hc wouid not have re(used him even
then.

Garde Ruthven remorubera ai! ibis. H-e aiso remembers anoiher tbing
wbicli Ada ba@ been vont to make rmen forRet sorneimes-she is engaged.
lie wondcrs vaguely what kind af min Blair is, and pi-ie him a littIe.
Nobudy knoa better than Garde Ruthven wbat a ccqucîîe Il the beautiful
Miss flemsworth" is. But she shali not ccquet with him. He is t00 keen
nol Io have seen that shte would wiIl'itgly break his heatt for p2stitme, but
she shall not, have that litlîe amusement.

Il Taire care of the stonce here," hc cats out prcsontly. Ad& us in
advance, cltrnbing arnong the rocks and peat. IlGo casily, or you will
corne ta grief."

But ahe dors not heed the warning, j he oniy gives hlm a flish oi ber
proud ecr. and Black litas goea on rapidly, the rocki and saones falling ai.
every aepl as the horses mount the steep deffte. Girde eau only follow as
test lie ruay. They reach the top of the ridge at lest. The meaouliglbî le
strong and bright nov, and gis'es a weird appearance to th- whole wild
landocape. flahind thern, far down bclow, lies their own valley, and b.-fore
them Is a rocky glen, vith the old faîmbouse they are in scarch of, its
many windows ail alight. Beyond the glen la anathtr rise, and then a long
alope-invisible froin the rtdge-clothed widh corn-llelds and rucadows
bclongicg to Ihe Pât'ersonr. Ada and Girde stop ta breathe their horses
for a few moments. Ada ie a little in &avance, and Girde walcbes bier
dira outine against the moonlit sky. Perbape he tbinks bow Captaini Blair
coula improve titis romnuic situation.

1Let us gel on,' Ada aaye «il last; and tbey begin to descend.
At the door of the Glen Farm tbay are met by a xnerry crowd. Dancing

la going on already in the big barn, wbich bas beanà decorated for the
occasion. Millie Pattersmn seizes Ada. and carnies lier up-kiire. Shte is a
prett 1ir, in a ruby siik vitb short sleeves.

i Make, haste, or you'll fat the beat of the [uno. WcT won't have room
ta dance whcn ail the coninon people drop In. ThejY're at supper nov In
the great khcben ; il is out only chance of a c'car floor wbile they're busy.
Havc yuu àdzc:rà? i;ï >l M1k-e il 1cf ît r''-dy .-a

How pretty aile is-your sistr! She'. quite the belle to-nigli:. And 80
you're going to be rnauied, Ada? ]Iow nice. 'What la be like? 0:î, an
officer!1 Thaî's grand. Do you vrut any pin s, or bairpins, or anythiug ?
N~o? Then l~Il rua dowa, for Charlie Slrncox is waiting for menst the folot
of the Maire, aud il is a ahame ta lote Ibis valiz. l'il mccl you ln the hall
as you carne down, or l'Il send Maud< la you. Mrs. Rurliven la belpiog
rnother t0 pour oui tea for the people; and, oh, Ada,-putîing ber hesd In
ai the door sgain-«l l'misw giad you've brouglil your bandsome cousin 1
Hov be'. inprovcd. But Sou must not monopolise hlm ibis evening-give
us a chance!'

Sa Mlilly ratterson ratlies an, auid then site 'vinishes. Ad& às mot long
at ber toilaI, though the bas a bali-dreas. Happiiy, or unhappily, Herrold
bas packed up ont among ber young ladies' dreases; the was sa accustorned
to do sa for Miss Hcmswortb that in titis instance aibe had donc it vithoui
tbougbt. IL is a pale-green siik, edged wlib lace. The long white gioves,
the fan, the vreath af ivy.leaves, ail are there. Ada is sooza ready ; and as
she takes ber long train oaver ber am and tbe caudie in ber baud, wlth tbe

ilgbt (smog;,U niuii rupn *.he c
abe looks Io:) fait.

Garde Rtuthveo, coaiing out af bis rooru mece lier in the long, quaint
panarge. He takts tht candle frotu b.,r band. Diz.:d by. the lte light,
for a moment ahe doca noi :ce who &.as taken il; but, when ho laya il down
on a table and gravcly offirs ber bis atm, then she 8acs, and vith a strange
feeling wbicb abe cannot expizin ta hersai she pars bier gloved baud on bis
arm ; it la barn of the look in bis dark cycs as titey met just nov in the
dusky passage; yet what those dark cy-cig saa sbe cannot quite interpret.
Of course be adinirea ber-she knows be canniot help biruself sa fair as ta
but ihat there la tomne auîipatby or occnui influence ut work b:tween thani,
ahe fee's equaBty ceitain-or perhapa IL is only ibat be is preoccnpicd.

Tbey arc dancing in the gresl illuruinated bin, a aierry crowd of trera,
girls and youog men. By mns of wreatUis of corn, and poppidsanau ever-
greens, and fliga and cortains, the barrs i. transforadt to a i'ery picturta.
que baîl-rooru. Th'. band-or rtber the fiidliers-are plactd in a kind af
Itailery-formcd by tome of the fartarrnchinery, draprd viti rted baiz!.
The Iigbîs aie uasenedl ail round the wais and ta the great woodeni pillais
thal support the roof.

Garde dots ual atk ber ta dance, thougir the valix is stili going on.
maud la dancing vitb a strange yontb, vira appearu very devoted. They
stand together li the walir la avenr Ada remoires bce- banc] [rom his arra,
but hc stands sîhîl ai. ber side, watchging the dauccrs. As soon as th-t music
ceaies he makes bis way acrois thé rooni ta Mana, Ada betng ait once
murtoundcd.

IlWhen la aur dance, V.aud?' ba asied gifly, holding out bis atm.
Maudis laie patiner bauds ber over raiher unwillingiy.

(Tobcl' C'ontiued.)
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