
10 TI!E CRITIC.,

A LOVER FROM OVER THE SEA.

AI IUtmoment a tartling incident occurred. There was auawful flash
af ligbting, accomnpsnied by a terrible pett of thunder, and Olivia, clinging
desperately tu the swlaying boiugh on whicb site sat, saw wlist lookcd liste a
bal of fire (aiIsîraighiu from the8kyd and bury itscif in tue bdudy of the bull.
Thc pour creature bellowed pittously, boutded fuswatd convulsively, anud
tiien fell tu the ground a lielpledis niaîs.

Then the long.lieliycd rain dcscended like a torrent -and I>bilip
Grantley, galloping ulb tb the beecti-tree, found L-ady Obïvia standing
bencaili It pale, trembling, land %withs lier cloilîiî'g :alrcndy drenchcd.

"How very imprudent! What coulal liave indisccd you Io cross this
field after the caution 1 gave yau about the bult 1 X'ou arc not hurt, 1
trust ?" lie cxclaimetd hastily, çl)ritigisig o-ff bis hiorst and burryaug towards
lier.

Shi: sbook lier liuad and trîcd to au&w-cr Mi.u but cnuld not force the
words [rom hcr lilas. To give lier trime to rccuvirr herself. lit surned ba.ck
a few paccs tu ïîick up ber bat, wlsicb was 1> ing wlîerc bie had dropped it
in ber figt lie rcturrued to buer îvith lits prist-, contemîîlating it howcvcr
with rather à rueful countenance.

Il 1 real don't think iL will bc o! any tise tu you if you do put it u
but 1 don't knaw. By-tbo way, il yotî don't mird-"

Thrîîtittg one of his hands into the pockoct of bis saddle, he produccd
a large or3nge-colored silk handkerchirf. Tïhis hie gravely f.olded shawl-
fashion and presented to Olivis. Then, takirg u! Isis broirn vclvetten coat,
hie placed it upon bier 5boulder.ç, turninsg dca! card; ta bier vehcmrent ru-fusai
tu make usa: of the extra cavcring.

-"4 Y1ou wiust. wear it, p1ease. l'ni aitaid it smells o! tt-b uccn ; bui t il ii
Stel) off some o! the rain, although 1 (car yau are vcry tret alreaaly. You

dcn't suppose that 1 should tiuin!c of 3lowing yon Ia cross this field uripro-
îtcted from bt iîcathitr as you lire 1 Why, 1 coutd hardly pL-rsunde nuystli
tn leave a brggar-womau in éucb a 1j>lAce !'"

As lae siauke hcebhies op the coat for bier tui pass hier arns nio the sîceves
in suclu a deiciniintd n nut that site tbougit it w-as ,riser to yieid.

1,1 carunut thank iou enougb," sbe said rather Iorlornly, as shse held out
ber atins hehplessiy in thei hc:àvy brown velvckcen sleeves, w-hich wera:
everal inclues too long for bier, andl was cunstiainrd ta hoid up ber chin,
unrder whicb site liad aircady knvotted the orange silk handkt-rchicf, w-hite
the steward dtiiberat.cly lurned up the sjiff collar o! tbe coat round bier
tbroat and buttoned tht garment, sccurely caver htr bzoni. IlBut w-bat arn
1Iot do. and where arn 1 tu go, M1r. Granticyl 1 I cars neyer get home in
such beavy raits as Ibis; and thit poor bull-cans nothing bc donc fur it ?
Is it quite dead ?"-with a shuadetr.

IlQuite dead, I regret to say," hie answered gravely. "aNo doubit cvery
bullet bas it billet, and 1 suppose miuch the sine rule applies tu thunder-
b->îts , but 1 must confcss ibait 1 wish tbis ont liai! taken ainu anywbeicelse,
or, at any rate, ubat I badl tht money 1 paid old Bantholowew for that bull
safe in ray pockcî ait ibis present minute 31y first investisent on your
beb-aîf, Lidy Olivia, bas been iatber an unlucky one."

Il Neyer mind. 1 shall always consaider it aIl my fault. If I had not
forgouben yotit warDing, mosL likcly the bull w-ould not have betri kïlled.
I wish I knew how Io gel bomne. Thertstrems no prospect of the ramn
ceasing, and poor Vil will bo fnigbtened to dem:th. Depenal upon it site
is i titis moment on thc point of dcspatching a telegranu Io Colonel Si.
Atibyn ta tell bitn ihat 1 have niysIxtioualy dis4ppea-red !" cxclainued Lady
o1;v-ia, with a slight bysterical Jaugli ai ber own misfrrtun:,s.

Mr. Grantley scanncd tut *y boîwcen the dripping branches ai tht
mcec that sbeltered thseia before hc turried Io answcr bits companion.

*1There is nothing for il tbat 1 cars sec but for us tu disn to my cottage,
-wbcre mny bousekeeper cari au leaist Iight a fire for you by w-bich tu dry your
clothes, white I @end a msctiger tu the Marier HotLsc te tell Miss Valldance
whcrc you are, and Io bring back wraps and sbawls for you at once," hic
said at last. *a ln tbis deluge the Steepway would bc actually impassable
to Xou on foot, even if 1 couhd accompiny yau, which, with rny luorse, roeld
bc impossible. The tain is likely ta last another bout at least, and in the
riseantime you are running a terrible nisk ai cold. On, no-'ni nc.u afraid
(or mysrif V' lic added, langhing, as Olivia -,Ianced involuntarily at bsis
uMtiped red-and-whitc flannel shirt sîceves. IlSuch an aid band as 1 amn
oughu to beirnpervious ta ans wcaibcr. But, il you arc ready, 1 really
tbunk w-o rnghu muakc a stat; we aball nox better ourselves by rcmaining
litre, and I thick ai the thunder bas passtd aw-ay-zt any rate, for the

Detcrmiued tu maki: tht bcsi Gi a difficulty irâto wiaich sbc bail bc-en led
hy bier own imprudence, Lady Olivia followcd the sttwatd obedienstly acroas
the sodden field, deciding that bier desire ta engige a Punch-and-Judy show
for the hay.field tircai w-as likehy to cosu bier rather dear on the w-hale.

lu w-as flot more titan fivo minutes' w-alk to tht cottage, a picturesque
little bovse standing au a corner w-bore tbrec roads met just at lthe entrance
tu the village ; but, cncumbered by *%-lt weighu af iber w-et skirts andl by M1r.
Grantley's chose-buttoncd ca:4b waik seced4 înîcrmituablc tu lier ladysbip.
She W-as Ver-y thaDkful -wben sire found horjsel! snugly cstablisticd in an
cold-fasbioned Icather rocking-chair in thc littia sitting room, whbile ber
haest knelî on the litat au hier feet, busily cngaged in euiing liglit ta tht
fire alrcady laid in the gratta and devoting ail bis crnergies Io côaxing tht
wcod and coal int a checry blaze.

",Tlterc I You arewondening, beeI could hast served my apprcnuice-
îbmp ta bc aurh an adcpî ai zuaisaging a rcfractory lire: ?" bce exclairned ald

last, rising tu Isis fect with a sudden flush and rathor a forced smile, ne the
bright flamie roarcd op the chimney, and lie detc:ed Lad1y Olivia's searching
eyce fixcd on him in some curiosity. IlI don't suppose any of the men
belonging to your Lonîdon world could turn their hands half 50 cffectuelly
In housemaid'a work, but it ie a good thing to lbe independent of ail lielp),
andi it is a Ieson Iearnt in infancy, you know, by ail Australians."

Il Ile paused sudidenly, as thougli anxiou; In note the effect of his last
words, and L-idy Olivia took them up with eagcr intorcest.

Il Australia ! And yoi nrever told me 1 And we have been wondering
ail this timte what mnade you s0 diffetrent, sQ-->

IlUnlike overybody cise-cii ?" lie said, laughing gontl-humouredly,
thnugh with a lo'ik- of dccided relief. Il Ali, you have fouraid out my secret
now, L-idy Olivia I You sec what corne% o! young ladies transacting
busintés niatters for thernselves and putting advcrtisements int the nefrs-
papp'rs on their own res«pousibility! Ilow can you tell that Voit havc tnot
ongit-ed a ticket of-leave man as your new stewîrd? i 1 in y jititify b--(ire
long aitil ci very uneasy suspicione which 1 ans c.-rtainî yciur worthy c jus
pansion, Miss Val lance, entertains re-ipecting me."*na.cnti' hie tond)
as hie saw the color risc in Lady O.ivia's- delicaic cheks, hie sjid
scriously, Il Forgive m-e 1 Di yiou think 1Id1 net aIrc.wthe kitiduess
and good faith with which sou anti ail thiose abont van have roceived a
stranger ; nuit du yoti %upp>)sc st îns.ible thit 1 cots.d du anything Io f'irfeit
your confidrncc 1 1 have iicver lhud the le.igt inmenion %-f ct>ncealing froin
sou that 1 ars i-f Cdaliarîi et bîrth ; liaI! a -1: zqii trites oitice 1 h Ive kin-,wiî
yCJu 1 hu4vc Ife. inclintrd te rxplain t )you t:e very comnîonjîlace clîaiiî of
ciicum!«Iinces tiiat bias throivani mu crasai y'our isatis. 1 cati tell you sorte-
thing about nu s ioiv if >-nu carci te) lI'teau-oily lirst y4nu mfust write a
note ici Miss Vaihutice tw iuf.nun K~r of your whieretb)ait;. %fy nid housc-.
ka-elier, &Nrs (lidherac, cia takie it over te) tic Marier we-ile 1 critertain yosi
r. itti a cul) vi ta ili ta ut Atu-;r alian f.ushioti.

Opi>Ciiu a striait daveii -r: lie jîlaccd ivri iiig- iiateri -ls befiajre hîs visitor,
and proceedrd with mexho lic-al veitne-ss anid cire to arrange a uit broiwn
Ica pot. twro cumps and saucer (if sortit darse bloc ivaic, 'aîad a small j ipanntil
cea caddy tiptati a tany occa>ini:tl table

Hari nte fi:iihd, Laidy O^ivia wratchcd Piailip Gr.tntic>'s operaiions with
undi!sguis,-d int.-resî. Thtl notr 1Iulnutg fire warnicd lier, and g-ive an air
of hioni like cusuf.-rt. to tUic Iitk roomn Tho large arrn*chair in iviiicl site
sa;t wva s luxursml lounize aificr lier uneasy position in the beech-trcc;
Wruakles lay on the great bcarskius raig at ber fect, sleeping peact(ulIy ; a
rrceahîg bretzic lacden iih sweet sccnts coming in at tUic open lattico-
windowv, rnungh.d %vh thc fragérance o! the tea on which Mr. Grautlcy had
just pustrei boiling water (rom a littie brass kettle standing on a spirit.lamp
ai Isis elbow.

Ai the Bohernianismn in Oliviaýs naturc %vas rouscd at the prospect of
the impromptu inca! in such unconventional circumustanccs. licr natural
gaiely and bier swect happy laugb wore contagious. Old Betty Clitheroc,
hastily putting on a clean check apron to carry a craxsty browii if and pit
of butter ino the cottage parlor, was fairly Ilmanzed,' as shte expresscd it,
to find the rnistress o! ihornwool contontcdly poîîring out tea for herse!!
and thc steward from the littie brown tea-pot, and making Wrinklcs balance
a lump of sugar on bii flat black nose.

After a wvhite Lady Olivia Temarked-
IlI anu going Io emulate the mats wbo, on meetin.g a friend just returncd

from Indua, said that of coursc hie must have corne across his witc's cousin,
John Smith, out theroe ! But seriously, Mlr. Grasstiy, having passcd ail
your lifta as yuu tell me, in Australia, it is not impossible that you nuay have
knowvn something of a INr. Dcsniond, whosc fathecr cuuigraicd ta Sydney
rnany years ngo nnd died therc, Icaving a son iwho was next beir to the St.
Kcvin's tiste a: niy (athers dcath 1 1 have aiways feUt ratiier curiaus about
tht nman," shte continsued, rcflectirely, Il because when thetlime tcaily came,
and cvcryonc was drcading the advent o! a Colonial cousin, bc wrrotc and
aninounced bis intention of rornaining ini the place wherc hie haid been born
and brcd, wilhout assuming any of the famiy houors isat werc his by xigbî.
It sceîaicd zather a plucky, independent, sort oi thing ta do. Ilc must bc
vcry différent from rnost people, w-ho, as a iule, would almoast sel thoir aouls
in0 gel a handie In iheir niâmes, oee vrbten, as in our case, there va.s hardiy
a farthing te support il.."

'Probabiy your relative, having I.-en born and bred in a regian wbtre
tiles arc unknown . did not destimate bis inherited honnis at their proper
value," suggesttd rhilip Grantiey, catelessly. "a Kangaroo Bill, who bas
takcn us% a successful cattle-run, or Flcccy Jim, who owns seven tb.usand
ahccp, and drives one of bis own builocl-tcans ladens with their wool te thc
distant railway-statiou, would ho a far more important perdan ini Australia
tliit anf out-at-elbow peer, though bie owncd a pedigree as long as nîy arcs.
1 zsen ta have 3n indistinct renmembrance of mneeting a man, the owncr o!
a big catie-run ritar Sydney, wbo, according ta one of bis stoclkmcn, snight
zhave been a lord in Engiand had bie chosens; but, as far as 1 cars rememnber,
ho did not cal! hinisel! Desmond, and, if bc is the peison Io who-n you
allude, hc had nothing about bum, 1 amn sure, Io attract a 'woman's faricy 1"

Ilc spoke wilh souri impatience, and Lady Olivia laughcd miscbievously.
««How do yau know, Mir. Grantleyi Womcni have strange notions

sometimes I At ihis momnuct 1 ledl myseif seized with an ovcrwhelming
desire ta make tic acquaintance o! mny relatives in the Bush, and should
likc nothing becr than a ride on a wool-waggon, perchedi up) by tht side of
Fleccy Jinu! ]ýy*îhe.byc, w-as thrat, your titie when you wtric out i the
wilds il 1 sulpose not, or you would hardly condosccad t0 act as steward
o! 'Thornwood xîow."

lPhilip Grantlcy smiled as lic tucek dawn a large volume frorn one of the
book-sbelvcs necar hirr and lurned over the kcavics, ce ntri-dug howe'rer tha'.
his gueit abould obuain only a meros pasuiag glimpse of a nun4ucz o!


