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m~ore moncy for the home filds. Without these home
fields there can lie no foreign ortesl For this position many
good reasons could lie given, and pastars are ot bound to
take the sarne view af the forcign work which was taken it
the Convention. Therc is always a tendency in specialistà;
ta a one-sided view af a subject. The pastor bas ta deai
with maray men of niany minds, and with many probiems
of Church work. He is wise therefare in flot being a
specialist. It is hais duty ta cultivate aIl the Schemes af the
Church. lie bas regard ta ait the commandti afithis Lord
as welI as ta Has lait ane. He has alsa intelligence enctigh
ta kraow, that there are mnany other causes at work in the
Chur.ch tending te depiete ber treasury, besides the neglect
of the pastars af any particular Scheme of the Churcb.

It rnight be wdl for the Church ta look into these causes
and nat indolently satisiy ber conscience by casting the blame
upon the pastors. There it might lie found that the con-
ventioriers have flot reached the real causes of that which
they complain af. 1: might lie found that among these
causes are, such as, the unsystematic and spasmodtc modes
of coilecting for these funds which the churches emplay ;
the competitian between the churches ; the extravagance in
cburch building ino which the peaple have been led ; the
dishanoring of God in other directions, white showing great
zeai in this patticular work ; the starvation and neglect af
Home Missions and Home Missionaries, and ai aiMer
Christian abjects while sending liberal amnounts ta the For-
eign Fields; the one-ided teaching ai the Gospel an this
subject hy same af its advocates ; the occasional errora of
administration af the fundi contributed, as in the sending
out ta the foreigra field parties flot at ail fitted for that wark.

These are smre causes which in addition ta the indif-
ference ai the pastors, may affect the contributions of the
churches. Those who attended the convention must know,
that taking the pastors as a whole, they are as much co-
cerncd for the coniing af Chribt's Kingdom and the evan-
gelization ai the world as ttàey are themselves. This charge
which they niake, faits upan many who through their whale
lives and before this new ire was kindled, gave their
sympathies, their efforts and their means for the extension
of the Redeemer's Kingdom. The pastors have, with ail
their faults, braught the Churcb ta the point she bas at
present reached. To their labors is due under the Divine
blessing, wbatever success the Church has attained. 'rhey
àre willing ta bear wbatever sins tbey are chargeabie witb,
but they should not lie made the scape-goat of aiMet
peopie's sins. The next time a similar convention is held,
it might take a wider outiok and make a tuiler investiga-
tion inta the lack of interest in Foreign M iusion workc, in
which case sorne uselul and important discoveries might lie
made.

Witriessing for God.
GA catis upon us ta bear witness for H4im with a dis-

tinctness which leaves no daulit ai His sincerity. His truth
needs ,uman witnesses, in spite ai His undeniable ability
ta enable it ta prove victoriaus by His awn unaided miglit.
lie bids us witness for Him for His awn sakre.. He bas
saught us tbat He deuires and enjays aur spiritual service
and co*operatioo. He does nat, and does flot wish ta,
dweli in any independent grandeur ai holiness, indifferent
ta wbat we tbink and do except sa fair as lits awn righteous-
ness rendera it necessary ta consider us. He longs mare
for aur volunlary, ioving witneus, for the sake af its sympathy,
than the most cansecrated ai us ail laves ta render it.

He bids us witness for Him for aur owa sakes aIma. We
need the stimulation, tho' education, the discipiine ai wit-
ness bearing. It involve- the developement oi aur bearts
and minds alike. W'e cannot grow aright in spirit without
it. He also bids us witness for Him for the sake ai aur
fellow men and women. To those ofaiterr who do not
know what it is ta have true fellowship with Him, He seems
ta live apart. But they know us and know that aur experi.
ences and feelings are such as their own. Our witness is
that af feilow men and womnen. WVhethcr nr not it aught
ta bl it certainly is more intelligible and credible than
evidence from any other source. lVhen they have learned
ta trust us they believe it.

Thus by witnessing for God we work togcther witb Him
aniong men. Our witness nmay lie infinite in the variety ai
its iorms. It is unlimited in respect ta times and seasans.
It is simply telling to-day and always ta anc and ail in
whatcver manner good sense and Christian affection may
indicate the truths about God which have become pansi ot

aur own experience. It 'is tustiing ta ii iatlaerly love
and care, ta His redeem..g love revcaied in Jrssus Christ,
ta ii tender oversight afforded through the H-oiy Spirit, ta
His aliharrence af evil, lus faititintess ta Ilis promises,
His readistess ta save even ta the utteritost, and Ilis cati.
cern with even the trifles ai aur daily lite %Ve rnay witness
by speech, or aniy liy action-wi.irh iandeed aiten speaku
"llouder than wards." If aur witness lie sincere, it will
make its iasting impress.-CoengiegatioîaaIist.

Love.
Bv REV. jOSEIHM ILTON4, MIMICO.

For Mk Ries,.
Lave is the only irterpurter ai love. To understand

what is in others we must have a uifle of the same tbing
in ouruelves. The maut beautilul painting could excite
no admiration in me if 1 had not a fintie af the sense ai
beauty in myseif. The grandest scenery in nature could
stir no emnotian in me if I bad nat somethîng within
corresponding ta wbat is without. The finust paem
wauld bave no charan for me ifi 1bad nat in myself smre
gleam ai poetery. The sweetest music wiil be lait on
me il there are flot certain chards witbin, ready ta
vibrate, and so make melady ins my heart. To under-
stand anything outside of ourselves we need sametbîng
ai the saine quality within. This is why the natural
man cannot understand the thîngs ai the Spirit. W.
have nat in ourselves the spiritual qualities ta bring us
ino sympatby with spiritual tbings. We cannet under.
stand the love ai Christ untaîl some spark ai lave is
kindled in aur own hearts. "lTise camnaI mind is
enmity against God;" and cnmity is not the key ta
unlock tavelât treasures. Lave is its awn interpertor.
li is when love begins ta mave in ourselves that
we learn ta knaw samethîng ai IlThe love ai Christ
that passeth knowiedge."

Opportunity.
ihere is no term, that applies with such striking appro.

priatenehs ta missions ta-day as the word 'lopportunity.'
It is most sigoificant ;n its meaning. It means iiteraily,
Ilopposite the port." Many harbours can lie entered anly
in certain conditions ai wind and tide. If a saiiing vessel
cames a iew minutes tao late or gives a wrong turn ta the
rudder, the apportunity is gane, and that vessei bas ta wait
for hours before she cao enter part. She missed or neg-
iected the opportuoity. WVhen the priest and the Levite
àaw their bleediug, dying brother by the wayside, they liad
a grand apportunity, but they neglected it and passed by on
the other uide. Ho« many are following their sad example
in regard ta missions to-day!1 Gad sent, howevera despised
stranger tatake careai ttuewoundcd, negiected Ja±w, and
that Samaritan got the blessing that bath priest and Levite
lost forever. WVhen jesus entered into the agony ai Geth-
semane the three disciples had a most biessed oppartunity
ai watching with Hum and supporting lmn by their active
iympathy in tbat dark hour. But, alas! liy sleeping ttaey
missed the opportunity, and the Father sent an angel froma
heaven ta strengthen Hum.

It is clear that opportunity implies derinite reponsibility,
and no graver charge cari le made against a man than abat
he is unfaithful ta important reponsibîlities. God will raise
up helpers in sornie way. IlEtnlargcment and deliverance
twill cante (rom sorti other place, but thou and thy father's
louse shall le de.çtroyed ; and who knioweth whether thou
art corne ta the kingdom for such a trne as this? licre is
Lhreatened judganent on neglected opportunity.

On ail aide we se and we hear af open doors. In the
:ircular sent ta pastors by a joint comnî'ttce reprcsenting
he variaus Foreign Mission Boards in North America is
ound the following sentence, "lThe providences of God
,ive saleinn impressiveness ta titis cati. Abroad, mission-
ries Write ai enlarging opportunity, ai the awakcning ai
.ng slunmbering peoples, ai incrcasing multitudes cager ta
car the Gospel, ai out-pourings of the lioly Spirit on
,ative pastors and churches, ai brightcr outlook and larger
,romise than ever before." Yet the circular goles on ta
iake the sad confession IlThese have insufficient numlbers
nd inadequate iunds tn take advantage of thesc appor-

lanities, and, so far from advancing arc compclled ta
utreat." With such oppartuities arc there flot men and
means ?-Rev. D). McTavish in Southi A miericein .4fcsnger.
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