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For the Sabbath School.
International S. S. Lessor.

LEssoN IX.-MARCH 4.-GEN. XXV : 27-34.
SeIIing ilit Bi3rthright.

GOLDEN TnXT. -"1 The life is more tbnan meat and
the body is more than rairnnt -Lukc 12:-23.

Anit,%IAMx. -Abraham lived to flic good old age of
ane liundred and scventy-fivc, quicet and rcstfül in bis
Inter years, groiving ini faith and guiding wvitlî lus
counsels, and his son lus example and blis grnndsans,
J acob and Esau, with wbonx lie li% cd tilI thcy %veto fiftecn
years aId, showving them - tbat bust portion of a good
man's lire, biis little, nanielcss, unrcmcmbered acts of
k-indness a:id lave."

Anl ahi stge, scrcne And brighit,
Anti Iovoly ns a Lapns nighit."

1le ivas buried in the cave of Machpclah lit 1lebron
wvith lus boloved wifc Sarahu. Il In this cave of Mach-
phelah lie the treastircd romains of Abraham and Sarah,
of Isaac and Rebekah, of Leal, also, and the cnibalmed
bodies of Jacob and perhapsJosephi. No other spot in
the HoIy Land liolds sa inuicl preciaus dust as this.
The site over Uic cave itself is covercd by a Mabomedan
sanctuary. Since tbe Mosiemn rule, it hb not been ac-
cessible ta cither Christian or Jeiv."

ISAAC wvas n nait of faith, but in many respects a
great contrast ta, luis fatiier. He uvas patient, but nat
enterprising and pouverful. He ivas deout and sub-
missive, but not active and arganizing in God's service.
"Isaac wvas dwvarfed and wveakened by growving up under

the sbadaw of Abraham." Il But all tbis tends, as in
Isaac's case, ta the stunring of the man binuself. Life
is made toa casy for him." Many i bon of a rich mati
or of a strong man conducting a large business, bias
been greatly injurcd by flot hlaving responsibilities
thrown upon hinn.

Tris TwiN, BROTIIERS.-VS. 27,28. Twventy years
after the marriage of Isaac, two sons, twins, wvere born.

ESAu, the eider, wvas a cunning huntor, betakening
bis wvild, restless, self-indulgent character, and leading
hlm probably ta, society wvith the hea-then Canaanites
round about. A man of the field. This is antithotic ta
wvbat follaws, "«a dweller in tonts." Instead of spend-
ing bis life in the society of bis family, returning ta blis
tant after the day's labour at nigbt, ho roved over the
country, like tile uncivilized hunters in haîf sau'agc lands.
Ho had strong animal propensities. He uvas good-
natured, jovial, open-luearted, hcalthy, encrgetic, reck-
less, bold, flot intellectual, nor inclincd ta meditative
and devotianal forms of religion. Jacob wvas a plain
man. This is an inadequate rendering of tbe uvord, trans-
lated " «perfect " in job i - i 8, meaning uprigh lt, a mîan
of general integrity. Dwelling in tents. A man af
steady, damcstic, moral habits, staying at homo, at-
tending ta the pasturing of the flocks and the business
of the family, instead of uvandering abroad in searcb of
pleasure and 4musement.

WINNING THE I311RTHRIGHT.-About twenty-fli'o years
(or as same think forty-flve) pass awny. Very probably
Esau liad forgotton bis bargain, or at any rate Iuad na
intention of carrying it out. But Isaac, feeling the in-

firmitios of tige, thoughi lic lived many years after this
wished to dovote the care of Ibis family upon hiis aldest
son, and proposed lit a feast ta bcstovi upan 1dim the
birthright blessing, which would hiavc made Esau fie
hcand of the family. Jacob remiembered bis purchase,
.nid Rebelhak, the prophccy. Jacob wvas lier favorite
son. The tîva were afraid that tic desired boon ivas
slipping away from tl.cmi. Thcy (lad flot trust God but
took thec mattar into their own hands sind conspired
together to palmn Jacob off upon blis blind and aged
father as Esau, the cldcst son. Thus by fraud hoe
obtaincd the birthrighit. Esau retturned too late, and
wvept bitter tears over his loss, but flic decrcc wvas irre-
vocable, and bis repentance %vas vain. On tis trans-
action.

r. Wc must judge' of it, flot by aur liglit, but by
tlieirs. For deceit ivas flot lookcd upon thon as a groat
evil, especially %vitlî a good motive and in a good cause.
2. The birthriglit biad bccn dcsignated by God as
belonging to, Jacob. 3. lSsau liad sold his rigbt and
Jacob lind acquired it 4. EsaU liad practically re-
nouniced biis privilege, flot onl> by tlîc sale, but,by
niarr);ng beatiien %vives from the great Hittite nlationl.
5. By character and marraîge Esau wvas wvholly tinfltted
to be the father of tie faitliful atid inlîcritor of the
promises. 6. We must tinqualifiedly condcmn thîs
deceitful transaction, as God condemned it by the niany
sorrows wlîich flowed from it.

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS. -Quiet uneventful lives
like Isaac's, rnay yet be lives of faith and links lin the
chain of divine providence tbraugli wbich great bless-
ings corne to men.

Men are born with different tendencies, talants, and
temperarnents ; and yet for each tiiere is somne kind of
usefuiness and bleâbing possible The apple cannot
becorne a peach but it can become a flrst-class apple.

l'The wveakness and exhaustion of the body is a time
of temptation. Jestus wvas tcmptad wbcen be ivas 'an
biungered,' so %vas Esau. jusus kcpt bus bîrthrigbt:
Ebatu sold tt awvay."'

Every one bas a birtlîriglit from God, ta bappiness,
goodness, and lîcaven.

Many a man seils bis birthriglit for a miess of po~t-
tagc,-for pride, for worldly gain, for bonour for
pleasure.

"We barter life for pottage; 8011 truc blisa
For wcalth or power, for ploasure or renPwn;

TIsas Esau-lika our Fatl:er's blcssing muis
Titeu Nva8h uviti fritiess tcars aur faded orown."

Those who sali their spiritual birthriip'ht, of
character, concience, beaven, are certain to lose wvitb it
the blessings of bappiness, peace, and this wvorld.

Those who, obtain rigbit things in a uvrong way
always gain curses wvitl tbe blessing.

It is a sad thing when moti,î-rs lielp tlhaîr cbildrcn ta
sin înstead of keeping thcrn from it.

Tiiore is a too late, wvhen mon cannot, or wvili not, .
change, and tbe chance for goodness and boeaven is
gono forever.IEsau's is an exanîpleof false repentance that leaves
onc unfit for true salvation.

God usas imperfcct influences for carrying on his
kingdoms as elcctricity for ligbting or for power passes
througbi wires that arc iniperfect conductors.
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14 Ad&WaSnandod*@Gce...CGers. 3. s-s Our heantaar ectfal. ........ ier. 27: 9 2 Cor, aS: a: 19
as Cai.and Abel.............. .... Cn. 4: ýý1 GodaoeVtanIy rW hp ... ohn 4:4 eb. es: :4 U
28a Go(de Covenant wih Noah . Cn :8:7GduliaIsrone......... G 9 PRb. se: a3 Gen. 9:183 lu

Pcb. j Bennig of the Hebrew Nation.... Gen. là. 2-9 Great beaefits wr obeteaCC.. 1la. xz: tg Cen. 8: à

:aGdCovent ithAbratu... .e" : si. 9 ne pous faniUyysbtcased. . Pro, . 33 Gen. 8s: 9
8Gd'JdmtoSodoans.C.. en. aS »s.3 Vo aboulpray for &l ien= . Twai. a: a Gen. s8: lis 8
aýl TralfuArba Uat.....ei a. .3Pihudedfctt.....Matt- as: : siIleb. s; 17 9

Mar. 4 Seiling thac Bitthrigat ........... C en. *7a-4 Codies, people nuae Ntd bargains lia. Se: 3 Lulle a2: 33 99
a: Jaeat fl ................... Gen. tS tiz Autels hetpthe rightcous......Heb. i: il Ce. :8 :s .3

-8ABlesaingo &UNations ......... C e=. 78: 1 Goodmen am lgreat blesingt .. Matt. s ,, a ar Ce. :: 94
35 REVIEW God isa Fater tuhi people..... àCor. a: Z8 Sat ai: MRvaw.

Pkaning Sl. Itoreil Cc., Toronto.

s*1


