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the churches care for themselves alone."1 Neither is IlWouid there nlot be a reai advantage in a deciara-

the statement correct with reference ta thc Missionary tion of faitlî that w&is up to the last results of Christian

Society. I have rcferred ta the Year Book and fotind thought? For one, 1 belicvc that thiere would,

that 98 per cent. cf aur churches contributed ta this and that the timc bas coma ta prepare for such a re-

society Iast year. The writcr speaks cf some churches statenient.n
refraining ta give, who are Ilwell able" to du se. The writcr defeuds the utility cf sucli doctrinal

What churches are refera cd:to i I find by the Year statcrnts, quotitg, that Ilwbcn rightly used, they are

Book that al the churches in Montreal have contra- systematîzcd suminaries cf tlic doc.trines of tlic Bible,

buted, the two churches in Kingston, ail flic churches aida ta its sound undcrstanding,bonds cf union among

in Toronto, except Yorkville. their professors, public standards and guards igainst

WVill the writcr state what churches lie refcrs ta. It false doctrine and practice.»' And tlainks tlaat"1 the

is flot fair ta the denamination ta give such a distorted Congregatienal body is bound ta give ta die world tlic

view cf aur work. Then as ta that doleful wail about best statement cf Christian truth it can.py

aur bcing the Ilsma1lest and weakest,'" etc. But 1 Has reasons for the need cf a new declaratian cf

will net attempt ta characterize this jeremiad. Only faith are, first, that the aid is practically unknown,and

IlI say it is a shamne,»and Ilit is a great pity,"land"I it quotes Dr. Stoughton, who says, IlThe Savoy Dada.-

is toc bad,» for a writer ta se misreprescnt the spirit ration, which perhaps neyer hall much wciglit witb

and&work cf aur denamination in Canada. Congreg tionalists-is a document naw littie known

And now, dear Editor, just a Word ta yen pcrson- except by historical students." His second ancl chief

ally. You seem, te have been in the blues tee. A abjection ta the Savoy Declaration is tlint it does net

Ildenominational danger"I loirs up betore yeur cdi- meet the wants cf the present age. We have out-

toial vision. Is it really truc that aur yaungmnen, grown its modes of expression. It does no. mueet the

ministers 1 presume you mean, laugh te scern ail that curent errers cf to-day, neither does it express the

aur fathers hcld Ilin regard ta the atonement, work cf doctrinal views cf the Congregational body ta-day.

theHaly Spirit," etc. Particularly is this truc in referen.-e ta the doct.inc cf

Is it correct te say that thcy "Iregardaýnc faith decrees. He argues that as the Savoy Declaration

about as good, as another." We have heanci many cf grew out of the unrest cf that age, and wvas the cure

aur young mcn preacb, and have converscd with themi for the errors of that day, se the unsetticd conditions cf

frcely and never yet got the impression that they wcrc theological thougbt, and tbe current errars cf to-day,
sc un-Christian. I believe that if you go into ail aur dcniand from, the Church & ncw declaration cf faith.

churches, without anc exception, you will find that the Hence he says -
saving truth of the Gospel cf Christ are preached 41Whcn speculative opinions are at the front, wher

with c' earness and earstness, But I have already Biblical truths arc assailed, when humati passions are

takea too -much cf your.time. We like thc INDE- bcîng aroilsed in defence cf both creedless liberalisin

izNDfflT. The children are grcatly hèlped in pre- and equaily objectienable creed-bouidexclusivenss-

paring their Sunday_ School lessons by it. And when the absorbing question cf aur times is, as ta

husband says thse ncws'Icolumn alone is .werth thc what the fundansental, doctrines of the evangelical sys-

pnice of thse p.aper. Yaurs truly, temn arc,vte are justified by.histerical precedlent in say.

Monlr*'at May' 2eh, .r87'g. A4Ti-DyspEpTtc. ing that the tune is .. t hand for a new symbol. This
unrest bas arisen in a natural way out cf the pregrcss

THE- DOCT21NAL BASIS OFf TRE CON- cf Biblical science and the inevitabie grcwth cf society
GREGATIOAL HTJCHES. - away from the human statemnents cf the past. In the

-A paper an tise abo've subject was read befare thse werds cf President Wcolsey, ' The great desideratum

State Coasfercnce of tie Ohia Congregational churches, is a symbol flexible ansd yet fixcd, obedient te thc ne-

on thse 7th inst, by thse RÏv. James Brand, of Oberlin. cessities cf thse tîmes, yet adhering te the unclîanging

Thse writer dicinat undertakc ta Iay d9wn a new basis, principles cf Chx'stianity.'

but simply discusscd the question suggetd by Drs. "lLet us now spccify some cf the generai advantages

Walcott: "Wether the time bas net c-orne fer a new that would resuit frein a wise, comprehensiveBiblical,

declâration cf faith by aur chus-chss; a formula that independent declaratian cf taith whîch shouid be in ail

shall mot be mainiy a s--affirmation cf aur old-time respects abs-cast cf aur own times.

Confessions, but anc that shall state in precise tes-ms, Il . It would give us a symbol ceuched in the

in cur living tangue, the doctrines which we hcld te. phraseolagy of aur ewn day anstead cf thse antiquatedl,

day.» This samne question has been aslced and dis- and sometimes obsolete ternis cf 2eoo ycars aga. The

cussed by thse Congs-egationalists cf Canada. The old schoiastic forms are ' apt ta .degenerate inte a dry

last two meetings cf the Union have been made ment. and sterale inteilectualismn, and te proveke a reachien,'

orabicby a formulation of the doctrines commonly be- while thse tamiliar language of to-day weuld express

licvcd by cur churches. '%Ve give the substance cf Mr. the litecf to-day. Onecf thers-asons for the revision

Brand's able paper, believing that it %vill be cf interest cf the Englisis Scriptures, is thse fact, that in the pro-

and profit ta ail aur reades--liberal and conses-vative gress ef scciety, language changes its meaning. This

alike. argument is cqually good in faveur- cf a revisian cf flhc

Afler statîng that Uic Savoy declaration cf 1658 bas Savoy Declarat:on.

been Uic recognized doctrinal basis cf the Congrega- Il2. A new deciaration wvould give us the advantagc

tional churches of AmeriCa, up te date, hie asks the cf deflniteness and positiveness in aur doctrinal

question -- position. It wouid let flic world know where WC

"lIs it expedient fer us ta make a ncw deciaration on stand. As it is to-day, lhere is some doubt on flbat

Uic basis cf tise aid, and thus Iay aside forever those point. W'e have a symbol, but the synîbai bas net uis;

sacred words 'for substance cf doctrine et Slîail we exccpt, 'for the substance thereof.' Soe go se far

make a new symbol of our own, adapted to the times as to question whether we have a symbol at al; and

in whicis we live--scniptural, large, robust, healthy and many ethers are in doubt, or pre<end te be, as tc wlîat

health-giving, or, shall we still continue to gather re- thse Congregational body is s-ealty gcing te propagate in

verently, fs-ct time ta time, with tankcs and titrura- the world. Ail this resuits in a loss cf powar. ?ilakc

tien, abent thc body cf thc aid ? -the symbol cf the body dcfinite, positive, Bibl:cal,

"The missionofthe Congregaticnal chu-ciscs is flot honest--one that we can stand by and kncw what we

primarily te propagate tiseir polity, but their doctrines. as-e detending--take it out cf thse cerements et the

Their pci<y is only a convenient human tool ; thisas past, nnd bring it near te flac isearts cf mne pceple.

doctrines are flic toals cf God. Eves-y cisurcis cf the Iand you make it a/'owcr. It will <hen bc an apola-

denominatien hasfor its truc business in Uic worll, the getic document for our cwn age as thc old refornicd

exemplification, extension and perpetuation cf tise ccnfessions werc for theirs, 'to vindicate tise evan-

'r*ith as il is in yesus.' gelical faitis against miîirepresentaticns and siander.'

IlThe ultimate aim cf every creed, whe<hcr local or "l3. Such a new symbol would iselp guard tha dec-

general, like that cf cvery renewed lite, should be trinal position et tise body, against two opposite

wholly practical ; viL, ta enlarge and perpetuate the dangers tramt within i<self-against thse drift toward ne

cfficiency of Uic wto/c Gor>id as a spiritualizing crced, and thse drift toward notising but a creed. WVhat

power.- wo want now is doctrinal firmness, pesiti.veness cf

Charistian doctrine uipon wlaiclaiv are MI tananiîious
and about %daicla, %%lai staîcd.l as it cati ba in tîsis gen-
eration, flic %% liule bod) %%Il r.all> îvit a c-enscice q in-
crease af cunsisten- y and pîower.

IlOnzce more, tlac p-eparatùi of a îiaw syaîibel wvould
încvitably gave .a profotind impzu/se fi, the study if

iiiblicail /eoi'gj'. Sucls lias been tlae fact iii cvcry
red-aaî.îl'anè âgc SaLl s d e t fajrt to îly ii i-on-

nection ti thse revisicîs of thse Fnl. t ransîniior. cf
tlic Scriptures. Thei ov'crlîîaling of oId 'standards
whlicli are constaîîtly goinig on in our tiacclogical
scliools, îvauld <lien take* place aiiong tlic people at
large and drive aaen bacis te fîîndaaniental priaiciples.
Tha agitation incident te such a aiovenîcut, tiaturally
leiding to a largc-aîîinded aand critic.îl study of God's
Wourd, ceîîld net fail te eaîaîsasize iii flic public asind
waat greatly nacds enîplasis in auir day;- the- iimfr-
lanlce of correct religious belief.

" In extreinely canserv.îtive quarters it il sonietimes
objected t:a< tlie attenîpt te aîakc a new symbol
would iî.augurate a cutting loose froaat tlic ohi stand-
ards wlaicli wve sbould :)c powcerless te stay, andI wauld
tinus tend simply ta iîîisettle tlic faith cf God's people.
Such an objection ovcr!oks tha tact <bat a ncW ct-
laration weuld net bc a aîew departure, l>ît supply ani
lîenest statenient cf flic departure alreac4' madle. It
weuld net ba a repudiatien of eus- ferefatliers, but a
noble imitation et <lian. Doing boldly, ceaiscian-
tiously fer anc age, whàt they did for <lacirs, is thc
best way te presas-ve tisair spirit. Il wculd net be an
innovation, but a renovatien. It is net tie 's-eotless
radicatls' et Frc Religion itho citlier dIcanand or
would have tha traming cf a newv declaration cf faitis,
but tise men who believe in prcpagating ail t/(t

(cesus laught. And moreoiver, dees it not betray a
lack cf confidence in <ha trulli i<sclf, ta tecar tise influ-
ence cf overhauling and s-estating tie old cs-eedsi
Whan our Lord prcached thie Sermon an flia Mount,
Ha deubtless saîv that tises-e ivas a meiety of danger
in the questieniîîg tise authori<y cf tie aid <caches
and traditions. It would perliaps disturb <ha faith cf
soatie devant minds. Those whose faiti hadl becoane
inseparabie from tise pisraseolcgy cf tiscir fathers, tîsose
wiso s-csted upan an antiquarian reverence fer tic old,
miglît be set ndritt.

'*Tscrc is <bis danger ini aIl indapendent investiga-
tiona. But Christ neyer sus-anis tram it an fliat ac-
conui. A vagua failli, an unreasoning failli, is pre-
ciscly what the Savinu- neyer taught. 'Give the
mind its largcst liber-ty,' lie seenîs ta sa>-, cut lese
fromn ccnventionalismn and custom if thsat bc necessary,
but do not break awtay, fron te la7w and1t/e 15rophiets."
Following bis exaniple we necd net be afra<l of Iettîng
dewn <ha bars fer infidelity. Infadclity docs net
atch in tlîrougli an open gate cf canscienticus

<liauglit, but creeps in uincer the cloed gale et un-
thinking lirjudice or purpeselcss speculatien.

INew, Bretiaren ansd Fathers, it is net claiaiîed bas-e
that any Isunan syibol is ani absolute nccssity te tie
exastenca ef tlac churci. It is oiil> iield to hc a prac-
tical adivaastage to flic causa cf Clîribtian pîrogress.
*Fice great question witis Gecl's people is always flic
practicai oaîe. Thse query winîch aIl anen are discus-
sing to-ciay-'W~li.it is cssentaal te the Evangelical
systeals?' is itselt an idle question, and can neyer ba
sct<led, an ilsat foris. Shoaîld we nut r.ither .îk, Wlaat
as essential to <lac laaglsest efficicncy of God's W~ord ?
Wh'at slall we prcach ? WVlat as practicilly ssîost
eficient ins sustainang and caiplisszing those ssiglaty
msotives et lhope and lear wih tUud urges upuri asen,
ta tus-n <hem front sin ? Evcryttaîng must gravitate to-
ivard <bat suaprenie inquir) at habt. The nsatured
judgmcaît aftie Cliristian.-ager, mutst seule dlown tapon,
and abide by, whatcvcr God tîsouglat it cxjîcdient te s-
veal, as t/te .sazving poLerfor t/te 1f oi 1d.4

____ aeIigious fPJews.

,riiLaE arc 2,178 Veig %Icn'b dîristius Associations in
tie mauld.

A &àAa..>laaj &i.tu b< c crcted in Net% -
putt, Rhede l-.and.

Tan'. <jencrai Amsui.atuu .f landizna met ini Tesrre lIuic
an the z5th cf May
* Rzv. J. Kaa.jiN 11G5 , was ordained pastoraof thse


