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THE MACCLESFIELD SILK TRADE

Manufactarers stili report. says tie .11acceeld Curier. that
the silk trade vas neyer in a worse condition than at the present
moment. bath lîand and paver louois are doing next ta uothing.
and. ta use the words af one of aur principal manufacturers.
-Throwsters are in a deplorabie state, and don't know whlat ta do."

The slîghtest gleain af hope. hiowever. is wvelcome, and it is %çith
pleasare that wîe record that manufacturers are at length looi<ing
forwvard with anticipation Lu the hope ai doing a fair autamu trade.
May their hopes be reaiized. bath for the sake af the employer as~
wecll as ai thase-aof wham. uniîappiiy. there are tao many -wbo
are aimosi starviug for a crust. The autau trade asaiy opetns
out lu Augast. and vie unierstand that manufacturers have made
large preparations for the manufacture of fancy goods, and the
general belief is that in the not far distant future trade w-ili be
mach brighter-at any rate lu some departmeuts. ljnfortunately
the plain sLlk trade af i acctesF.eld is lost ta us on account ai
fareign competition. Owing tu the closing of the American mar
kets a large qJantity of japancse handkerchis bave been tbrown
on the Landan market. and have becu dispased of by the deaiers at
vefl, lowv pnies. Ibos materîaiiy iuîerfering %vith the Macclesfici
fancy trade.

One cannot bide the fact that in the mîdst ai tbe generai de-
pression much povcrty exists. aithougb Lf it must be scen it must be
searched out. for anc trait af the wonlcing classes oi Macclcaficld is
that îhey do not parade their poventy before the world. Thcy wvouid
rat*er live on a crust th 4n plead for chant> frani their neighbors.
aud there cannai be a doubt that many o! late bave been living, ta
use acon.man expression. '- from baud ta mouth.Y Natwitbstandiug
thîs the Relief Associati in bas uaL been calicd upan ta dispense their
reiito the extent that vrould have b=en expeeted. sceing the stra.îs ta
wvhich many ai tlic inhabitantî have been put, or it iu ty be that
the association bas siutled out. very properly. the more descrving
cases iustcad ai assisîing thnse wba do ual use the relief aff irded as
tbcy oaght tn do. or vho by their past imprudence bave brougbt upan
thetnseives iheir pres-int impotcrishe1 condition. Be that asit mav.
tbercwzreoniy z3casesbefare- thec-nmittecon Niauday. Turuîng ta
tht casts which cone br--lre theB j îrd if Gairli tus. however. ue find
litre a reat incre sse lu thecamouutofoidoar rcli -fgraaîed. This
week the total su n distributed ta applicanis %vas rcponted at the
wceiciy meeting af the board ta amouint ta &: VIS. Sd . against
£83- -,s. Sd lu the corresp inding weclc ai last ycar. L-ist weec it
wvas reporied ai £«)o zus, against tSz izs, lu the corresponding
weec of last ve -rz andi the week previaus the soin granted %vas
£9:z xi%. 6d. a-,ainst JE: i is. d!stributed lu thie saine periad last
year. or an an av'erage about Lia per wveel, ai an increase -.vhen
compar-ti with the saie period last year. and this lu addition ta au
increase ni ;tb -ut ten persans per week adin ttd ia the bouse
doning the last icw weeks. cornpare:J w4th the namber in the
housn at the saine period last yezr. Had the seriaus depres.
sion t4ken place lu the %vinter insteati of sommer. nui doabt the pcv-
erty wauld have been much more appam-nt. andi crplayers and
emiployés alike wull ondýsubied.y look forward ta a revivai iu the
stapie trade %%ih much satisi ecti sni, andi its speedy realizaîlan wili
bbcsrrtily .%velcoied.

COVERT CLOFH&S

Thesc clotbs are gentraily matie of doube-twis*.ed yarns, bath
lu warp and fi iing. and are waveu rry close-. The firai labor la
cf course the buriing. and ou ibis, as wel as any other kinti of
cloths wherc tht -.%cave is ta show up more or les alter being fin.
isbeti. care la the first requirexunt The mendint process cones
neat, aud requires the saine amnount oi carr_ fcr the absence of any
thrrads is sure ta show lu the finisheti product Suppcaing tbat
.hc burling as sveii as tht mending bas been propenI.. performntd.we
are now ready for tht fahiing Alter tht gocds are pot lu the mili
the ends shouiti be prcperly sewn to.-ellaer wlth fine stitches This
la a4i the more uc=.ary. as large stitches are vcry apt ta, sireait
the gonds for a yard or more fromt each endi. malcing the cuiting of

remnants one of the chie! occupations in the finishing roont Sew-
ing machines are sometimes empiayed. but a fine hand-sewvn seam
is to be preferred.

We are now ready for our calculations in fuiiing. and shall have
ta take inb consideratian ail the ioss the goods are iikcly ta sus
tain in the process. and provide for il. so that they tyill coule out
right as ta weight in the end As these gaods vary in weight
according ta the notion or requirements of the buycrs, no particular
wceight need be taken ; and it wîli be suffîcicut ta state that aiter
the percentage of loss is estimated as neariy correct as possible. it
wuli bc easiy ta figure out the amount of shriukage the goods are
ta receive. A yard is ta be marked off on the end of the cut, about
a yard or su from the seam. and this is shruuic ta the required
lengtb. This makes it casier ta examine the goods. as it wiii be
unnecessary ta mensure the wvhole eut These gaods ought ta run
between two and a hall and three hours in the miii. and the soap
used an them shouid therefore be made wth this end in view.
About 4 oz. bard soap and 2>- oz. af aikahi ta the galion %vili be
found ta give a soap which wzHi int the case in every particular.
This soap is mauulactured. says a vrnter iu the Texiue Àfanufa,
turing Siorid. with the abject ai makîng st unneccssary tu add soap
in the washer. At- soon as the goods came froint the miii they
sbould be run inta thc w'asber, but if this canuat bc doue at once
tbcy shoald at any rate be op!ned out. so that tbey may cool off.
for it wiii flot do ta let thent, !ie in a bcap %whilc wçarm, as tbey are
apt ta stain or become cioudy. WVhile the colors may be ai that
eau be askcd. it wîii oftcn be faund Chat the beat cor.nbined wittb
the aikah in tht soap iviii work haril t air is flot allew'rd to get Io
the gonds.

Whcn the gonds have beten rau iu the wvasher and3 praperiy
sewn together the~y snauld be given about three b irrels of varm
watcr at roao'F.-that is. for Jaur pieces. Let run iu ibis for
tea minutes. open gaies, and draw off the beavy dirt.- then add
three mare harrels of wammi water. and rau twenty-fivc minutes;
then apen gates and turn an cald wvater and rinse thorou.gbly.
'Mach depends upon the streain of wvater at command . but no
malter how gond the supply. forty-five minates is none tac mach
far rinsing. The gaods are then taken ta the roiing machine and
plate stretcher (i! anc is at baidj. and lightly and evcnly rolied up.
Lay tbcm down flat and let lic tiil ucat moaing.

Aithaugh the dycing ta shade of the abave-mentianed material
docs ual direcily pertain ta the questions asl<ed. il stands in close
relation ta Cien. The love price of the fibre material aoly permits
of the emplaymeut of the checapest znethods, and attention mnust
principaliy bc direcied ta ind out u'hether it is possible Co5 strip.
mordant. and dye the material in the saine bath wçhich may bc
donc in the present case. After the zusîcrial, bas boile for ij4-br.
iu the ht'aî. the dyc ta, prodace the desired shade is addcd. Alizarin
yell«w Ls used for ycllow and ahizarn red for red. and bath of these
colora fix admirably iu these batbs atad give very fast colora.
Patent blue. cya-nine.aor a litie brilliant alizarin blue are used, for
blute. and in place cf the patent bloc au acid violet. fast against
chrome. and wihich is = litIle cheaper. may bc usrd. Generally.
hawcever. a sinail quantsty of paient bloc ifl suffice for yellow
olive. whîch. since the bath is safiicicutly acid. is fixed wecli, and is
fast against washing.

If iess acl-d is added ta the mordant. which is flot by any means
an etrar. if above.znenuiaurd alizarjus are used. an irnprav.ect is
muade by adding acetic acid. Wbchn it cancerus the stripping af
ligbîer colors, the mordant la decreased, and in ibis case the cm-
ployant of patent bloc becorues more favorable.

The empîcyment of suîphorie acid was incntioned but in saie
dychoùses an acid is use-i for stripping colors which acîs mach
marte euergeticaliy than the formner-natuey. nitrie acid. It is an
energetic ý-ix;dizing agent. but nitrates tiLt material at the saine
time--tha-t is. changes its cheicai condition. Itis wehi known that
indigo is rcadiiy converied theby into a yellow nitro body. which
is also the cisc with several other dyca Great care is aecessary
when using u.îric acid. and il is not sale ta use morc Chan 3 per
cent. by weight. WVhenc,.cr possible its ose was avoided.


