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BRITISHI COLUMBIA IRON .AND THEr ]?OSSIBILITIES
0F LOCAL 'MANUFACTURE.

Tite Vietora, B. C., Miiiiiiîg Record, discusses tUic hon

industry of t'-iat province nis folloi's:
The deposits of iron ore i British Columnbia arc nmimerons,

and seino of them are of ascertainedl value. Thero is
sulliciOiit ovidcnco that the supply is extensive enougli to
enable tho province to tako the leading place aînoug Uic irou
producing couintries, iii whicli respect it stands, as far as is
kniown, alouo i the Pacifie Northwest. Tite conipanlies
which now are or coiitemplate beiixg engaged i iron smeltinig
ini tho State of Washiington, look to B3ritish Columabia for their
chief supply of ore, and the consumnption alre:îdy aniouîîts to
a very coxisiderable figure, iaid it ivili certainly iincrense. A
set utinattural feeling lias arisen in soine quarter in fitvor of
taking steps to coinplete the tîtiliyation cf our ores at home
by the erection cf furnaces to mantifacture pig iron at honte
and the establishmuent of plants foi' tic productioni of steel.
It is poiîîted out ivitix muci justice tmat extensive indlustries
wvould certaiîily folloîv in time %vakc cf thc production of pig
ires, aîîd aise that tue maarket.s cf the Orienit and Australasia
are just as openi te B3ritishî Columbhia prodîîcts as to tixose cf
the United States. Necessarily t he doînestîc consuinptien cf
iron i vould bo smaller timaî Unit wliici fîirnaccs iii the United
States would supply, but even ailowiîîg for Luis it is coîitended,
that Britishi Columbia oflèrs sili facilities for Lue predtuctici»
cf iron that the industry coîîld be l)rofitably carrieci oit licre.

'%Vil much. that bas becs said and writ.en on this subjcct
is necessarily more or less spectia.tive, Micero is probably a
solid basis for this dlaim. IL is an ecoîinic priaciple that a
country wvhich is content te expert raw inaterial, iiakes the
lsat cf iLs saturai wvoa1Ltl. Tite marnufacture cf finisbcd
products îs what, insures a ful1 mnsuire cf imdustrial prospcrity.
Everycue wvill concedle tlint it is imot desirabie that our iresi ore
deposits sliould pas into the biands of Amserican compafies,
Whlo %vili expert the raw material and mniufacture the
finished products elsewlîerc, The policy whiclh stopped tic
-ixport of pulp %vood from Ontario and lias prohibited tic
exportation cf cedar eut oni Crown lands iii tbis province, is
based upoîî a sound principle, aud the ime scems te, have
cerne wvhen iL should be applied to our iromi ores. The
question Nvas brougbt up by Captain Ccx in a letter written a
short time ago te the Victoria Board cf Trade. Captain Ccx
advocatcd an expert duty ont iren ore. The Bocard did seot sec
its way clear te take any action upoxi tho zuatter, and the
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opinilon ivas exprcsscd by some cf the inembers that the most
whicli couild preperly bo doue, just 110w is ho lot it bo under-
stood Llîat snob a pelicy îniglit be put in force in the near
future, thus giving notice ho companies costeinplating invest-
ment in iron aud steel plants in Washîington, to work up
British Columbia oies, Limat Lhey miglit flnd this source cf
supply eut oit Thoeo is so sentiment in trade, cf course,
sud asy persoîî hîvesting his inoney ini such enterprises would
dIo s0 with the full knowkdtge thant sucli a centingency;miglit
arise. An Ainericant iron smelter wouild require ne vested
right te expert our iroîî ores frce cf nu expert hity or te,
liaudile thcm on the samne basis as a Canadian coscorn. Yet
iL, perbiaps, is oîîly iseighberly to let it bc kiiowni that tho
demaud for a policy whichi wvil keep our iren ores at honme is
likely t.u arise iii the near future.

Wlîether or i.ot ain cxpert duty is thc best wvay te deal *~ith
tue maLter is anothor question. Possibly a botter plan would
bis te impose a tax o11 ail iron ore mîîaed, with a rebate upcn
timat sinelteld in the province. There eati be ne doubt tltt
the legislatuire hanslfull power te deal withi the subject in thiîs
wvay, aud it wouîld. bc as efl'ectual a rnethcd as could bc
<levised.

Uiller present arraigcinents wve lire getting very little eut
cf cuir iroîî deposits. A mine is boiîîg ivorkod on Barkley
Sounid, the ore being shipped te Irondale, Wash., aud the
most of the wvork is dose by Chinainen, and everyose knows
ioîv very littie tlîoir laber contributes te, business Drosperity.
If tlîcy are ebjectionable îvhen produciîîg Nweailh i the
country, tlîey arc doubly se wvhen ail they aire doiug is to
onable foreigners te carry cur native wealtlî eut of the
eountry. The statemnout, is made on good auîthority that iren
ore is mised on Texada for $1.00 per tont. This is vory
clieap, and if it eau be donc elsewherc for the same price,
thiero woîild seom te be no substantial reason wvhy the ires
industry cannea bc estabiied in Britishî Colur-bia on a
profitable basis. The subject is one whicli tue Dcpartmcnt of
Mines miglit very profitably investigate, se that at the ncxt
session cf the Legisiature semte dofinite plan mnay bo subniitted
for cojîsideration. At present the great lack is cf definite
information bearing on the suibjeet. One thing is cicar,
xîamely, tlîat if it iii possible to devise a policy wvhich wil
ossuro the sinelting cf Britishi C7olumbia ores at home, the
public will heartily ondorse iL.

Thiis subjeet has reeentiy been discussed at ineetings of the
Victoria Board cf Trade and the Votera' League, and tho fact
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