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It is nOrlhaps3 'lot aitogether strange, under ail tîmo circum*.
8tances, that wvhîle tîtere are thiree raiiroud linosu in thlt
Unirod States itcross, te continent, andi witli steainltip hunes
from San Fraitico, the ittundian Pacifie Itailroad and te
Briti-il Ma4il Steamsitip Lities bat- ail this bu-sine4s. Lt i8 a
fuet, huwever, that frontin tilis i n South Carulinia goud4 for
China go firit to Canada, amtd thencu ucrowi the cvil~tinettt.
If our steuîîîsiip lines %were aiso sui>sidized hetween Sunt Frant-
ci4co ani chtina tItis %would flot ho r in case."

THIE SUGAI1 IEET INDUSTRY IN THIE UNITED
STATES.

During the last thtreo ycar.s," te Sertary of Agricul-
ture say.s in luis annmal report fur 1899, 9- extengive experi-
itentaLion lias h'een had in cu-opttation with mnost of Lite
States of te Union te a4certain %vîtero sugar boots cati ho
produced suilicientiy sqveet to juîtify extensive growing and
înanufacturing. Lt iaus heen fairli vell dotnonstrated that
itun States have soil and climate, fuel, water, ani limestono
adrnirahiy adapted for this induqtry. Titirty.two factories are
nowv inî opération and many tnore in contemplation. Tîtere îus
every indication that the Untited Stutes will produce itq own
sugar within a feu' ypars. Tito ricli v'alioys of the mounitain
and Pacifiec coa-3t states; fitid sugar-ntiaking v'ery profitable. Lt
i.s heing- demnitstrated ttat tire riclh corn fields of tire
Nortîteru Stuteï are also admnirably adapred te tire growtlt of
tire suguar beet. Thtis industry will ovontuully ho more
profi.tablo wvîere the by-product i-3 fed Lo te dairy cow aîtd
otîter doinstic animiais. Tite departinent ptublisxeq annually
a report gettin î forth ail the fauot- iii relation te titis industry
and the late.,t. developntts of itîterest te producerq."

COMM%.ýERCIAL Tr.AVELERbS, TIIE IIAILWA,»YS
AND BAGOAGE.

Tire question of c unvenieuicé, tirno and profit iii relation to
the commercial traveleri andtire railways, -uggest,, a few
ideau %vhici miglit ho con.sidered hy hoUa itterests.

Tite railways and their eluployes are, us a ruie, over moud y
to facilitate titis part. of titeir tratlic, and iL 1 ie .smaii part
eititor.

Tite commîercial travoieri have rarely appreciated tite
trouble tue raiiways bmave in te lîanciing, ch( king and al
tire otior et cetera of thisi immense tratffc. e I

There are probably 10,000 commercial travelers iii Cati-
ada, carrying, during the year, prohabiy .5,000 tons of hug-
gange, on whiiclu tue railways coilect rio direct charges. Wlueu
titis is considered, togeter %vitt te costs of teo exce!ss cartis,
prcpaid certificates,, tipq to buggagetnen, etc., jr. is easiiy seen
tiat tue balance of buggage titut pays its way must aise puy
for that whîicit ig notninaiiy free.
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WVhy nut iuke ail commorcial baggacge pay for heinm- car-
ried, and forinulate a prico that wiouid ljo kiiowni tu ovî'rVonolt
-qay, 100 lbs. of baggage, 100> iiilei, for 10el i lis tuiînay ho too low or too hîgh, bhî.t io loubt, tîteir mtheiatltit-j
ciarie cud give a price tilat îvould puy tho ratlways.

W ere tltîs systcm introdueed, it wouid have thei railvwaysthe cost of excisq tickets and prepaid certificazît. Ir, would
.4a.0 tlto baggageînen neo end of trouble just wlt,.n rte trainiwas leaving. It wouid end tho quebtion uf a commetrcial
traveler 1hunding ait) baggago te a. cum-panion goin-w iight.
Thiteia being stilli urthcr folluwed out would lie fit"ilitatred(
by books of coupon tickets, which could ho i-osuv-d lw tltn rail.
wvays for any mileago or %veiglit of ba-gg4e, anîd itîterchange.
able on any line of railway or boat. t'g

So fair this inav rend as if it 'vas ail wil studied out. for therailways' benefit, but un idea te ho of outougla vaine furadoption hy one should ho of %-ailue to hotiu. c
Wero titis idea adopte(], thte commîercial travolers c<juid

have charges on their ba-gage ail settled for hefore theo
louve fo- their trip. When leîiving a .station, tire tite, lost iii
haviii.g to ho thora long before trair. tinte to ]lave exce,44
miade out or prepaid certificate atr.ended to, i4 welI known, Luntost every mnan on tire road. ViTder this idea, commetrcial
baggage could bc checked as any ordinary trvlrstrunks.
On arrivai ut its destination iL. could ho .4etd.ld for by the
commnercial travoler. If lie travele(i fifty muiles hie wwuld
simply give up fifr.y tuiles in coupons. Every firni kîtows4 Lo a
pound or twc wliat their travelera are carrying and hiov long
l trip they wili have, go the matter could easilv ho calcuiured,

and iL is muchi satisfaction to know th at baugguge is ail
settled for. fly titis idea the commercial traveier lias ti.o
vory iast moment in the town lie is leuving for business, ju4t
saving enough Lime to pack und get to tho .siar.on. Under
the prosent systemt hie must he therc front ut ieast a quarter
of an heur before train Lime.

Tlîese books of coupons wouid have te commiercial travel-
er's namo and cortificate number and ]lis firîn's naume. Eacli
coupon being numbored, beionging te al series, would easiiy ho
checked by tho ritilways.

Shouid a commercial traveler send part of lusi bugguge'( buck
to his firmn heforo lie lias completed hiis trip, it i easy tocompute te nuinher of coupon4 to pay on the balancte.Should a commercial traveler nlot use ls éntire book, tirebalance could ho used on a later trip, or used as4 part payînont
on a loîv book.

Tite amjount of nuoncysaved to the railways by tii tethod
wouId very likeiy permic a reduction of the rate per utile on
commercial travelers' paesenger transportation, poss4ibiy
bringing it te two cents a mile, and, if titis were so, there
wouid ho no reason wvhy cînployers4 of Lravelprî îliould flot
also huy thecir pussonger as vellas tho baggage transporta-
tion for their entire trip before they beave.
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