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It is perhaps not altogether strange, under all tho circum-
stances, that while there are three railroad lmcs.m 't-lxo
United States across the continent, and with steamship lines
from Sun Franciseo, the Canandian Pacific Rnil.rond and .t-lm
British Mail Steamship Lines bag all this business. Itisa
fact, however, that from mills in South Carolina gou(?ﬂ for
China go first to Canada and thence across the centineut.
If our steamship lines wore alyo subsidized between San Fran-
cisco and Chinn this would not be the case.”

THE SUGAR BEET INDUSTRY IN THE UNITED
STATES.

‘ During the last tiree years,” the Secrctary of Agricul-
ture says in his annual report for 1899, « extensive experi-
mentation has been had in co-opetation with most of the
States of the Union to ascertain where sugar beets can be
produced sufliciently sweet to justify extensive growing and
manufacturing. It has been fairly well demonstrated that
many States have soil and climate, fuel, water, and limestone
admirably adapted for this industry. Thirty-two factories are
now in operation and many more in contemplation. 'I:lnere iy
overy indication that the United States will produce ite own
sugar within a few years, Tho rich valloys of the mnountain
and Pacific coast states find sugar-making very profitable. It
is being demonstrated that the rich corn fields of the
Northern States are also admirably adapted to the growth of
tho sugarbeot. This industry ~will eventually be move
profitable where the by-product is fed to the dairy cow and
other dumestic animals.  The department publishes annually
a report setting forth all the facts in relation to this industry
and the latest developments of interest to producers.”

COMMERCIAL TRAVELERS, THE RAILWAYS
AND BAGGAGE.

The question of convenience, timo and profit in relation to
the commercial travelers and the railways, suggests a few
ideas which might be considered by both interests,

The railways and their employes are, as a rule, ever read ¥
to facilitato this part of their traflic, and it is no small part
either.

The commercinl travolers have rarely appreciated the
trouble the railways have in the handling, che king and all
the other et cetera of this immense tratfic.

There are probably 10,000 commercial travelers in Can-
ada, carrying, during tho year, probably 5,000 tons of bag-
gage, on which the railways collect no direct, charges. When
this is considered, together with the costs of the excess cards,
prepaid certificates, tips to baggagemen, ete., it is easily seen
that the balance of bazgage that pays its way must also pay
for that which is nominally free.

Why not make =ll commorcial baggage pay for being car-
ried, and formulate a price that would be known to evervone
—say, 100 ibs. of baggage, 100 mmles, for 10! This sum
may bo too low or too lugh, brt no doubt their mathemati.
cians could give a price that would pay tho railways,

Were this system introduced, 1t would suve the railways
the cost of excess tickets and prepaid certifieates. It would
save tho baggagemen no end of trouble Just when the train
was leaving. Tt would end the question of a commercial
traveler handing any bagaoage to n companion going light,
The idea being still further followed out would ho faeilitated
by books of coupon tickets, which could be 1ssucd by the rail-
ways for any mileage or weight of baggage, and interchange-
able on any line of railway or boat.

So far this may read as if it was all well studied out for the
railways’ benefit, but an idea to be of enough value for
adoption by one should be of value to hoth.

Were this idea adopted, the commercial travelors could
have charges on their baggase all settied for before they
leave for their trip.  When leaving a station, the time lost in
having to be there long before trawn time to have excesy
made out or prepaid certificate attended to, is well known to
most every man on the road. Under this idea, commercial
baggage could be checked as any ordinary traveler’s trunks.
On arrival at its destination it could be setuled for by the
commercial traveler. If he traveled fifty miles he wenld
simply give up fifty miles in coupons. Every firm knows toa
pound or twe what their travelers are carrying and how long
u trip they will have, so the matter could easily bo calculated,
and it is much satisfaction to know that baggage is all
settled for. By this iden vhe commercinl traveler has the
very last moment in the town heis leaving for business, just
saving cnough time to pack and get to the siation. Under
the present system ho must be there from at least quarter
of an hour before train time,

These books of coupons would have the commercinl travel-
er's namo aud certificate number and his firm’s name. Each
coupon being numbered, belonging to a series, would easily be
checked by the railways.

Should a commercial traveler sond part of his bagaago back
to his firm beforo he has completed his trip, it is easy to
compute the number of coupons to pay on the balance.

Should a commercial traveler not use his entire book, the
balance could be used on a later trip, or used as part payment
on 2 new book.

The amount of money saved to the railways by this method
would very likely permic a reduction of the rate per niile on
commercial travelers' passenger transportation, possibly
bringing it to two centsa mile, and, if this were so, there
would be no reason why cmployers of travelers should not
also buy their passenger as wellas tho baggage transporta-
tion for their entire trip before they leave,

A CoMMERCIAL TRAVELER.
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