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Thei lEditor of this paper iaving placed n coliiiiii of
space iii cacli issue at the disposai of the writer, il
becontes bis duty to introdxce liinîseif and briefly state
the purposes 10 -w'itch the coluntui will bc devoted.

In te particular iinterests served by*'îi
ADFIxNîLCE euRO.'ICil., lucre is sureiy Scolie

eîîough to utake niateriai for mlore space thait cati hie
piaccd cadi fortniighît at lte disposi of oîe writer, so
that il wiil be quite evidet? caniiot hope or expvct 10 bie
ail enibracing or ail absorbixtg-quite as ixaturally will
the wvriter frequeiity record itemîs of itîterest iii coitîtec-
lion with bis own particitiar business, tiinged wth his
own particular fads, eiunciatittg bis own particuilar
doctrines. Tinte li show tvlîî tbis sp)ecizil brandli of
te financial world is.

In the disconttected aîtd ratibliîg jotitîgs lucre will
be no indulgence iii personalities, noi wvill ditere bc aîty
pretenice at learîtcd disquisitions oit vital topics of inter-
est to, the financial -world. To ltus use itis colunin wvould
be 10 traitsgress upot te ]Editorial deparînietît, or thal
of the news gatherer; rallier wvill lte colittutui bc used 10
string togcther in a few sentences tltiîgs that have
liappened, to suggest tltings taI stouid Iappeut, and iii
a general wvay aliotv lte wrîter 10 have lus say oti
tîtatters which xnay safely fiid a lace iii Iljottiingýs."

Durilig the past fortitiglit I ]lave band ait opportiitniîy
ofnmeeting several promtinent men iu the î:ire Insurance
tvorld, and on lue tttornitîg of lte 3rd October lucre
scemed la exist amnlugst tent a genieral ittipressioii ltaI
lte process of lawv was inost tîcertaiti atîd Iodions.
Sonuethiug like contsterntatiotn exisîcd ii te rattks by
reason of two adverse decisions -whicit had been rettdcred
lte day previousiy iti the Court ofAppeai. Iii ltecase
of the Richelieu & Ontario Navigation Co. atic
ftfteeri companies, lucre ivere fiftcen disappoiîted,
offices. But -%vhat a judgment 1 lit the Lower Court
I understand a presidingj udge (and< a good commnercial
judge, too) sustainied lte Conipatties by upioidinî te
validit3 of ait Il appraisal " of lte dlaitnage la"I The
Corintîtiain"; by sucli appraisal tvo cotîtpetcnt siîip-
ivrights awvarded as the dainage lte smini of Sa5o,ooo
itpon ain insurance of$4oooo. Titis mtiloutin tas ctttirely
uîtacceptable bo the " R. & O.N. Co.", wiio sucd la sel
asicle tue awvard ; defealed lu te Lower Court, ltey
appealeid to the Appeal sie, aud loa and b)eiold, lhey
gel ail lhey %vaut, and, I xtîtderstanl, mlore ltai lthe>,
itoped for. I liope you wiil publisi tie judgneîît lu
full, if for xîothing cisc titan to show your readers htow
easy il is for a itutîther of legal xttiîtds la setle lte
daniages on a stcamboat nt twice the antouint awardcd
by two praclical men, wvho saw lte btrnt lituli, aid
doubtiess have forgoîten as much about steamers as the
iearned judges ever kîuew.

Tue other case wvas cveît more iîicoîîtpreitisible, for
if cver suitor was sure of victory, lte" N.B. & M."
wcre ln their appeal against the decisioti of a Lowcr
Court ini the case of N. B. & M. vs. Tourville. 1 IÇave

itl space to furter refer la titis case, antd oitly mtittott
il la ix'ar ouI the opinioni I have gatiterc(i as lthe resilt
of nly recent couivcrsahliouîs wviil Ille Fire Itîsurtalîce
mîenx aiready referred la, tulit ithe field of Fire 1nt
suratice il is gciteraiiy coltceded taI lte Coinipanies are
sure losers. Saîin WVeier's causlic reîîîark -~ Beware of
the \Vidows " iiay ntio iutaptly bc paralitiratsed Il Beware
of lte Law".

lit Torontto, reccîttly, lte charge of aîxsoîî againtîs otte
Priltie was beiîîg tried, aîîd 1 anit bld lthe Defeîtdant's
la.«Yer, a pronuinenlt Insurance iae.%.%t'T Iby Ille wvay, lu
the couîrse of luis address iîîfornîed the Jury lit ever-
body kîtiew tue ways of Fire Ixisuratîce Coîtipaîties,
addiîîg by way of cîtîpiasis-" 1 do." XVltez titis wvas
told la nie I ntiauraily liouglitt,-wiat are tue ways tbe
iawyer iniquesîloit referred 10, arc lliey so dreadfuliy
bad ? I'erhiaps in% lte itear future lthe subject may be
locked itîto, aîtd if I abcerltaiti auylthiiîg worth recorditîg,
1 ita>' intsert a paragrapi or two lit"l Joltittgs" 10 itîterest
your Fire lusuralice readers in te conclusion of one,
whlo, whiie lîaving sontie interest ii te bus~iness, pro-
fesses la be able la appreciale alike tixeir t' ricks thal
are ican "aîîd lieir wvays thaI are goo(i.

Hydrants inside lumnber yards aie suggcsted by
the l)aiiy States. The idea is wvorlt coîîsidering.

Insurance against sickness amiotgsl workiîîg peo.
pic is about la be itid(ertaiti by lthe govertînuent of
Norway.

The Reliance Muitual Ilisturalice Co.. Ltd.. lias been
iicctîsed to carry oit tlle business of Itîiaîd Marine
Insuratice.

The Agricultural Insurance Cao,WaetwN
lias biet iiceîtscd la carry oit li Cattada the business
of Cyclone and Tornado Iiisu rance.

The Sugar Pianters' Mutual Insurance Co., or
Louisiatta, has opeid up busintess of tlle class of risks
lthe tille iid(icate.

The Argus, of Chicago, lias iii ils last issue a itun-
ber of weli execuiteci portraits of inenibers of the North
We'st Fire Utiidenvitlcs'Associatioti.

Piîîsburg Bire insurance agents )lave formed a
"Cleariiîg House Associationi," to facilitale prompt

collection of inleragetcy accoutits.

A report on Lloyds lias beemi subutlld to lte *New
'orl, Chaniber of Commerce by the Insurance Comt-

rnilIce, it wbici titis systent is haiîdied wvithout cere-
tnoîty.

The State Commnissioners for Insu rance, ofOhia,
Illinois, Texas aîîd Kanîsas, bave been ii lte city mak-
iîîg ait exaniinalion of lte Catiadiali bsîesof the
Newv york Life Insurance Co., in conxiectioît witix the
getierai investigationt being miade al the Contpatty's own
suggestion. Weé have every confidence lu their finding
ever>'thing, for whicii Mr. David Butrke is responsibie,
it a sat1sfaclorY state.
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