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wIf 1 roryet thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning.”— Psalm 187,4-6.

SERMON PREACHED

efore the Synod at New Glasgow, by
the Retiring Moderator, the

REVY. R. BURNET.

(SONCLODED.)

MATT. 3.

Receiving tbhe commandments ot the
Lbrd Jesus, and acting on them, “-bless-
ol are the merciful, for they shall ob-
win mercy.”

This, the fifth link in -the spiritual
developiment of Christ's people, is to re-
wive a new, and rather an uncommon

oss, in this expositiotf. Among the

ws the word had two meunnings,
e pardon of injuries and alms giving.

Foilowing the analogy ot its kindred
Hebrew rendering, we Nave concluded
 that jts;coming from ilel, ¢ cry, or lament
grievousily, that it has reference to
Aman's own cry, and iamentation. Arnd
the more so, as it also refers to be in
pain 48 2 woman in travall. A personal
grief,—a personal misery—we interpret
the expreesion, therefore, as meaning,
“Blessed are they who have mercy on
themeelves ; for they shall obtain mercy.”

When an individual has found that
the ductrines of the Lord Jesus ate sweet
to his taste, refreshing, and Instructive
to bis ic‘ellectua] and emotional pature,
he exhipits a . pity ana compassion to-
wards himself, which most theological
writers and expositors ot Divina.. truth,

Y.

have attnbuted as being expressed to-
wards others.

The merciful man, it is said, enters
into the miseries of his neighbour.
What we uay is, that it is more con-
sonant with the spiritual teaching of the
Lord Jesus, and with the giand object,
He had in view, in that teaching, to at—
tribute the manitestntion of mercy to
the individual hiroselt. People are of«
ten thus merciful to themselves, who are
not mercitul from just motives. When
a man’s sins afllict 2im,—when he loses
caste among his tellow,men—when trom
his vices, worldly interests tail bim,
and property and comtort are both sac~
rificed at the shrine of ungedly lust,
he may, and often does turn. Such &
turning, however, has not the weighty
notives oi the Gospel. He repents, be-
cause his reputation suffers,—because.
his body sufters—hecause an accusing
conscience renders him uncomfortable,
Those are all tco low. One motive, and
one alone. can suffice to bring the
sinner to be fully mercifal to himself,
viz: the mercy that is to be found im
Christ Jesus. The man who is merciful

‘to himselt, sees Mimself in Cheist, and

his-sintulness as inflieting an inj\rr{ve, fot
on himself merely, but on the blessed
master. Whenever our sins are seen
and viewed in Christ, a sinner turns
from his sins, is: mercifal to himselt, and
endeavours after new obedience, *‘For
they shall obtain merey.” The uszally
received gloss is, *‘whatever tercy &
man shows to snother, God will take
care to show the same to him.” Ta say,



