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LESSONS FOR JULY.

FIRST SABBATII1.

SU1îJCT :-he Jfuar~ofJcss. Mtt.

We bave just no'v passed the mniidle of
the ycar, as every day lias its iioon, and
every liii bans its niid-timc. And happîy
are the signs that greet our Sabbat hi Sebools
aetltiis meridian tiotte ycar. ror- wc tow
enter ott tue study of te Newv Tlestamnt,
ia wbivii ur Lord and Saviour brings life
and immorîaiîy to liglit by the Gospel.

And whiat a second chapter is this second
ehapter of'St. Mattîbew ? Do you nul re-
atetaber wvîîi iwitat deep eniutiun nd
lteavenly aive, you rcad il t our carly
ehldhood ? WVho ean evçer furget tlhat
early Eden of piety-tbat 15îradize ut pence
-ttat Golden Age of every individ ttal lie ?
How blessed tire the ebjîdren wluo rend of
thse Child Jesus, and who learn to seck Hlim
early, and tittd Ilux, and givo Llheir hearts
to 1 ii ! (Pro V. 8 :11.)

Vs'. 1-2-lu the fuiness of time, before
tue sceptre liad departed froin Jtdait, did
SIIILOIt COne in the flesi (Gea. 49. 10;)
for Mariatmnte the %vite of lierod, svas of
the royal Maccaben lineage stiui. i-lerod
himself v;as a nuost wicked Kintg, and tue
Jewisli Cliurclb and nation liad become al-
most as batl as lerod. It %vas nee2dl*l at
that itwfut cribitt that the LORDi should conte
in the fleshi to save tue woriti, whle tîtere
was yct a remnant ut goud peuple iott-such.
as Simeon and Aiina--tir cise tue Churchi and
tîte world wottld have perislied like Sodont
and Goiaorralb (lZom. 9: 29.)

But %vise taen from thte East received, a
heaveaiy tnotice of the Savioutr's birth, by
tîte visioni of a Star. Thus God, reveaied
Blis svill to tbose Gentile Orientais, cailed
Magi, as le did to the Jewisi Sieplierds by
the vision of angels nt Bethlehema (Luke 2:
8-18.) Vie are not told from whaî country
the %vise mca came, nor are wve told
whterber oter people also couid sec the
Star, or if tie Magi ottly saw it iby spiîual
vision, like Baitatu atîd Geltazi, (2 Kings
6: 17; Nuinb. 24. 15i 17). But ive K-now
titat the kiowlcdge of God and His anrient
wYord tras i>tcscrveti by mnany gicat nuctu
ataong the Syr-ins, tue Pqirsian Magi, antd
other Gontiles ol tue far East and lte utmost
Southt ; suci as l3alaam, eiliccJob,
and the Queen of Sieba. Onte cati lîardly
sîudy lie inytoiog of the Orientais witit-
ouI tir.ding tnnny sacred allegories and
traditions whicli doubtless viore landed
down from Nioai and otiser lProphets of

God. WVbo hnuovs but lthe 1%agi had tîtat
very prophery oif lutu iii i teir memory
whien the Star ajerd ilicir spiritual tu
vision? (Nnum. -14 : 17.)

Vv. 3.4.-Ilerot i. k ronided for fear of
a rival Kirtg, und plots c.111nningly 10 tind
1dm, out andtishn to mani1-er Min. B-e knew
that Chrli:,î W.ts' exiipreoil, and hie dccoys
the JcwVibi priebîs, aI 14 hob Gentile 1MaIgi tu
point ont where antd tbli e is.

Vv. .5 6.-1lie ,Jevvishi (lergy knew the

Plopcries of' Cbri,,t's lîirth, àmtt told I{erud
;prlr.y irbire it blitiîllit e. Thtis is take

froin Nklih 5 : 2. Iloi clivinely precious
arc these antiitît pro;ila'rvis! low blessed
are they clhat have the 1ilîe

Vv. -- Io -ierod nex t tries to get îho
hielp Of tho tog t likn'(ver the infant Sa-
vionr, as if lie %tvisiti o ivoràlipi Juin also;
buit llcrod ouy %% iblieO to tnîtrder Ilux.
WVhat a bcrljeikt in t îî,tîaîg-uhîiat a woif
ini shiccp's vertgis t1ih, I leod !Sucit ir
the selfisb heeurt .d ntta li* nature iii us ail

Guidcd iîy the Statr, t loy dlibcover wiîlî
cxceeding jny, tlue hîumtble altode of the
Iowly ifiat, and Ilis Virgin Mother.
They ivonshl) ip lux, but not lier. They
offer Mia the gifts whilîi represcat Love,
Trust, and oboîlience. But Goti l'y visicns
delivers thenu andi the infaunt Jesus fromn tiue
treachcery of lloruod.

DOCTINES.
1. Jestis is the oniy Saviour (Acts 4:

12. ic lias lus hiddcn people in manv

dark lands, (Acts 10 : 34.35 ; Mat. 8':
10-12.)

3. Hec is God maanifextt in the flcâh <Isa.
9 : 6. )

SECOND SABBATIL.

SUBJECT :- The Flight iiib Egypt.
Matt. 2: 12-23.

Vv. 13-1.5.-The infant Jesus is saved
from the fury of Herod by Divine Providence.
It is notable that iio Icss titan tour Di-
vine mressages arc givon l)y four dIrcams in
this single ebapter, (Vv. 12, 13, 19, 22.) 111
old times whiie the Bible wvas incomplete,
it wvas neeotiul that God should reveal Ris
vwiil ius titis way. Rtend the .%ho1e of titis
blesbed ntitory-ý in Jl 3.3. 14-30.

Mthre is a diNiiie bignilicancv in titis
passage, as woell ab ici trery other passage
of God's WVord. E irpt Nvas the land of
Science or Natura..lis:u Canan ivas the
land of Religion. The E xodus f rom Egypt
to Canada tras a type of conversion froin
the statc of Nature to that of Grace. But
wvhen licligion itecaine pervertud, thien thea
Jews anti llrod became Auttchrist, from.
wluuse Bahîvlunib treachury the infant
ciuurch fitsds a temporary 8shelter in t1ii


