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ages, uniformly observed over all the eastern isparticularly mentioned by Moses in t.e
world. The Israelites, Assyrians, Egyptians, fifthchapter of leuteronomy, as a special
Indians, Arabians, and Persians, have always reason wh the Ilbrews shouhi remeniber
rnade use of a week, consisting of seven days. the a h and keep it holy. It would fol-
Many vain attempts have been made to ac low from this hypothesis, that acie dav whici
count for this uniforniity; but a practice so Christians now regard as the Sabhath, is that
general and prevalent could never have taken which wa% originally appointed by God; and
.place, had not the septenary division of time that the Jewish Sabbath was a part of thei
been instituted from the beginning, and hand- ritual, and a departure from the primitive
ed down by tradition. It has been supposed order, which was restored when the work of
by some, that the heathens borrowed the ni0- our redemption was copleted by the :esur-
tion of the sacredness of the seventh day froni rection f Christ. 'he learned and distin-
the Jews. But this opinion will not readily guishcd Selden is the pricipal advocate of

.be admitted, when it is considered that the this systein; but as he was a member of the
Jews were held in the greatest contempt by Assemnly of Divines that franied our Cate-
the surrounding nations, who derided thetm chism, lie either did not lay his reasonings
no less for their Sabbaths than for their cir- and opinions on this topic hefore that Assem-
cunicision. Ail sorts of writers ïidiculed bly, or, if he did, the adswer before us shows
theni on this accouit.f* that they wcre fot adopted.

Oir the whole, therefore. there is satisfac- The question, you will observe, relates
tory evidence that the haw of the Sabaatti mereh to a cikctLsto7we, i ho wis afo-ting
was, îvith other moral laws, revcaled to our the great doctrine that a seventh part if our

Airst parents at their creation in innocence; time is to be reguarly and exSbsiael, devo-
that it was observed hy themw even in Para- ted to religiousduties. phis as reqired of
dise, as weil as after their faîl; that the pa- the patriarchis and the Jews, ad this is what
triarchal church regarded it, and partook of i stil obligatory on Christians. fo r. Dod-
ts, inestimable benefi; that it wais i oserted, dridge has well observed, that as morning,

witî a clear specificatibu of its requir enents noon ad nght, vary i different parts of our
nd prhibitions, ini the moral code whic globe, this of necessity makes a variation in

Was delivered to the Irarelites at 8nai; and the reckoning of tie, as to the beginfing
to show its high rank in the scale of moral and ending of a day; and that of course the
obligation, as well as for its better preserva- jSabbath doeks not begin iii one place tili some

was, with three other preceptS Of a hours aftcr i bas begun in another. Yet i
cumiior character, inscrised v the finger of is one whole day in seven, in regular succes-
tod on the first table of moral duties: ai sion, which ail the inhabitants of the oarph,
if this be wo, lt pts to rest the question in according to their on reckoning of days, are

regard to its being a part of the Jevish ritu- required to keep h y. n this consists the
ai.' Being in its origiti no part of that ritual, essence of the duty ; and it has been j ustly
but an institution appointed by the Creator remarked, that tht benediction of the fourth
fron the beginning of the ord, an o ai commadment is lot proounced o the se.
tnherety moral kind, is observance i Po- vent day froni the creation, but on the Sab-
igatory at a fi times, and among ail people. bath day weresoever, and whetsoever, i ha

The answer of the Catechism undes co tii- roperly observed. ''hre opinion which ba
deration also states, that Itfrom the begin- led to these renarks vs adopted by the
iing of the world to the requrrection of Iearned Dr.ennicot. sha i lay before you

Christ, God appoiinted the seventh day of the bis short statement, to w sich vyo will yîeid
'week to be the weekly Sabbath." There have or witehold your assent, as yot May think
been those, however, who have maintained proper.
itg mich inenuity, learning and plausibili- t'lihe conclding part of the answer before

ti, that tbe firt day of the week s the day us stater, that ever since the resurrection of
'f sacred rest originally appointed b y ywl; Christ tili the end of the world, he first day
tGod theis appointment contmnued tili the tine of tbe week is to be observed a s the Chris-
Of the Mosaic dispensation; and that the tiqi n Sabbath. This position is denied by a
reventh day of the week was then appointed seet of Christians deno.inated Sabataians,
!0 be observed as the Sabbath by the Israel- on the ground tbat there is no explicit con -
tes, for two ptrfui reasons, in addition to mand in the New Testament for the obser.
that whinh wani'en at the beginnig-firt, vance of the Sabbath on the firat day of the
that their sacre day migbt obe different froni mek; and therefore that the seventb da-
thliat of the idolatrous heathes, who had or the Jewish Sabbath, is etil to ee ield

Tlarned by tradition that the first day of the sacred. But we believe that no principle is
ieek ias to be set apart for rcligious wor- more obviousy reamonable and ust than that

thiP, and wo obierved it for the worship of which iy recognized in Our onfession o
the sut, and the other heavenlv luminarie- Faitb, that which is "deduced from Sripture

ihd secondv, in commenoraon of the debi- good and necessary cotseqence," is of
tyerance frn the Egyptian bondage, whie t e sme validity as that wes e is h r expres

telYcS sedi-artice Sabbat See note at thte end of the Lecture.


