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"The Common Law of England, founded on and indeed
emnbodying the principles of justice and liberty, and brought
from the old world to the new, now prevails not only in the English-
speakir, part of the British Empire but aloo throughout the Uniited
Staterb, except ini Louisiana. It is flot necessary for my purposes
here to trace further the history of the Virginia Charter f romn which
1 have quoted, or to state in detail the steps to what was effectively
described by Sir Frederick Pollock, one of the great jurists of our
time, as the expansion of the Common Law,

"While 1 prefer the Common Lav, 1 arn not criticizing the
Civil Law, or the Roman Law on which, it was founded. The
Code of Justirxîan, and the Napoleonic Code are among the noblest,
and rnost beneficent achievemnents of the human intellect. The

pinciples of the Roman Lsvx now goverai a large part of theI uivilzed world, not by reasont of imperial power but by the imper- I
ial power of reason, if r n ay so paraphrase the famnous saying
of Portais:

'Non ratioie 8.leri ed impei î! rationis.'
"The Common Law, as 1 have spid, is founded on the prin-

riple of liberty. Now private property is an essentia' qttribute
of liberty, as of personality. !f v ou eliaminate profit, according
to one of the current faHlacies whichi has alreadv done mnuch
misehief, you necessarily eln-inate private property, and you
destroy the' very basis and foiindation oî our civilization, in-
deed its v'ery structure. Further. if you abolish private prop-
trty, you necessar.ly al>rogate the prohibition, 'Thou shait not
stpal. And if you bear in miinci that the moral law is one and
indivisible, you ,vill pere-ive Iliat if you elimnte profits and
prmivat4k )roperty'. you abrogate and elfininate the %whole moral
law andi destroy the very foundations of soLiety.

"I banve aIo-y Baid tl.&t the Coinon Law emnbodies the prin-
ciples of justiue. Soine draw a sh)arp distintion between law
and justice. The story is told that an eastern corporation in
the United States ret.ained an idealist lawver Wo defemid an
action againzt it. The lawyer, being young and inexperie-need,
bclieved the directors who infornied hlm, that the action was
an unscrupuloms attempt to defratid ;Ihe corporation. He won, -
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