
THE BOARD 0F COMMERCE FOR CANADA. 175

helpless people. It has become levident that under our constitution l
there mnust be joint act4on betweeri the Federal and the Provincial
GovernnentB, if the best resuits are to, be obtained. Is this joint
action possible? It is demnanded by the necessities of the case and
in the interests of the country at large, for the protection of thoe
who are greviolusly suffering froin the present conditions of things.

These conditions it ils claimed might be Iargely amneliorated by
a strong Board, backed up by the Federal and Provincial Govern-
ment8, and by the public press. î

g-,

DIVORCE REFORM.

This hranch of law is now well before the public and drastic
changes will doubtless corne into effect in tbis Dominion shortiy.

In England legisiat ion is, of course, in a iuch mncre advanced
condition than in Canada; but there, also, amnendmnents or at least
changes in their divorce law are imminent.

These proposed changes are goùiig before the British House of
Parliamient under Lord Buickmraster's bill whieh was bascd on the
recommenclation containcd in the xnajority report of the Royal
Commission in Divorce and Matrimnonial causes.

The Law Times in a recent article refers 10 sorne of these
ehanges expressing the view that permanent judicial separation
s;hould be abolished, as its effect ils to bring about i (le facto, but
not a de jure divorce, with ail ils accomnp.uNying eNvils. Also that.
suits for restitution of conjugal righits ,.houldl lu dune away -with,
as these procecdingiq are merely used by the well to dIo for the
purpose of obtaining legal separation before the statu tory period
has expired. Further that thle sexes should be plaýced upon absolute
equality, su far as the grounds for divorce are concerned, there
being no adequate reason why two persons who eInter mbit matri-
monial re]ationship should have a different qttndaird of xnor.ihîty
aprlied to themn.

In speaking of the line for reformi the above journal speaks as
follows: "On purely secular grounds we, are opposed to the
ereation of any new mnatrimonial offences but we strongly support i
an alteration of the law and procedure qo as to give effective


