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Jan. 1. RETUJINING FROM EXILE. 13.0. 536.
Lesson Ezra 1I- 1-11. Golden Te'<t Dout. 30: 3.
Mleinory vs. 5-6. Catechisin, ý. 1, 2.

Thpre are a few outstanding dates in the
lîlstory of Israel, that ail should reinember.

149,QB.0C. ThLe Exoclus-A great nation wvas
borit14a2 ycars bofore Chiribt ;like as a great
contry, America. %vas discovercd 140:-1 A. D.

1095B.C. llie first .King -Judgeshlacl rulcd thec
~eople for 400 years. Thieathey-,wanbtaiting,and
Saut, Davidc, anîd Solonion, rcign 10 years oaci,

in ai 120 years, over a unitoc Kngd om.
975 B.O. Tte KingcIoin divided-At Soltioo's

deatihte e Northeriî tribes tlred of heavy
taxationi, rebelled against Iiohoam bis s-2n,ah:d
formucc a separate kingdom.

720 130. Tite ca.ytiviUy of Zsracl--The ton
tribes confinued. after thoir separation, for about
2à centuries, having in ail 10 klngs. Thon
%yearied out witlh thoir persistent idol atry aud
sin, Goci gave them over te their enemios, and
720 1.., they wvere carried captive by Shal-
inaneser, Rîig- of Assyria, nover to return.

609 B.C. Tuie captivity of itudat-.After the
division of tho k:ingdomn af Solomon's death,
Judali continuied for nienrly 3ýj centuries, more
thati a century af ter Israel's captivity. having; in
ail 19 king-s and one queen, untîl 606 B.C.,whc
tliey too, failing to take wvarning by Isritel's doom,
were, for their sin, givon into fthc bands of their
eneniies, and in three successive sieges hy the
arny of Nebuchiednezzar, la 606, 598, and 51S B.C.,
they ton were carriod captive, nnd in fthe last
siege the temple wvas utterly destroyeci.

5*36 1.0. Tie relurn of JudahL fromn exik-
Seventy years af tor the first siego, acording to
%prophecy, Jer. 25 : 12, Cyrus g ave ordor f0 rebuild,
erusaleni, and allo'ved tie exiles to return.
Fromt the first return, 303 B. C., te flic close of

Olci Testament prophecy with Malachi, about
40J 3.0., ncarly 140 ycars, is fthc prod covered
by the lessons of this quarter. Eîzra auc Nehoe.
mniah give us soînefling of fthe history of thîs
perind, and Hlaggai, Zechariali, and Malachi, the
prophots, give an idea of the state, of religion-

I. The King@s glad proclamation, vs. 1-4.
Il. The people preparihîg to beave, vs. 5-6.
IV. The vessels of the temple restored,vs. 7-11
I. Vs. 1-4. First vear-Cyrus had been a king-

for 20 years, gradually extondin g bis sway, con-
quering Media andi Persia, and then Babylon.
T %vo years before this, Darius bnci taken Baby-
Ion for Cyrus, on that awful niglif, and ruled if
for him. But nov Cyrus imiself roîgneci t here.
Lorîf SUirred up-God inoved holy prophoeLs f0
wvrite ; He mnoved heaflien kcings fo fulidl. Goci
reiguis. Given, ine-Evon a lîcathen kin.g con-
fesses fliat bis blessings came from God -muclb
more should wc. Chcv-ged me-Perhaps Daniel,
non, a vcry aged man, bad shewva hua fthc
prophey in Isainli, 45: 28; 45:1-3. and hoe,
though a heafheu, is nîoved to obey. BH'l2 1dm-
Lilze the Egyptians ]oading tlielu, wifh gifts
uearly one thousanci years before.

Il. Vs. 5, 6. Prcparing to beave.
III. Vs. 7 11. V'essl-What changes these

vessels lad seen in thoir long hisfory.
1. What Goci bath spoken fie wvill fuif.
2. Whien He neecis mon MIe rises thrni up.
3. When the purposes of affliction are coin-

Plefed Ile gives dollycrauce.

Jan. 8.
]REI3UILDING TUE TE MPLE.

bU&-535 B. C.
Lesson Ezra 3: 1-13. Golden Text, E zra 3 :11l.
hfemory vs. 10, Il. Cat.echisni, Q. 3.

The first dhapter of Ezra tolls of tie deece ef
Cyrus aud the Vprularafioa for fhe roturn.

The second gives a Iist of the familles '*hat me-
turn;diand shows the groat Caro witb whichi
they et their family records, even in captivity,
audit closes witlî feling how tliey rame back
and settled in the landi of their fathors. More
than two hundred thousaud bnci been <-arriod,
away captive, scarce 11f t housand returneci.

The third chapter, the besson for to-day, t(1l%
of the rebuildiug of flie temple. The exiles utre
probably two or three inouflis on flic refurn
journey,,auci wlien they came back tflilrstthing
wvas te get"l seffleci." A few of flic older once
wlîo, 70, or 62, or 52 yoears before bnci beexi carried
itet captivity. wvould njow scarcli out their olci

homes fIat hiac long lain waste, others would
seck the homes of their fafliers, andi thon; as soof
as setf*lcd, thoy gathereci "as one mari ' te xc-
build fIe temple.

1. Seffing up flhc old worship, vs. .16.
2. Preparing for flhc temple, vs. 7-9.
3. Laying the corner stone, vs. 10-13.
1. Vs. 1-6. "lAs ono in." Likce the disciples

lu flic early chapters of flhc Acfs "0of one ac-
cord: " the right spirit for aIl Christian work.
Buildecl the Altar-This was fthe llrst stop. For
idolatry tlîey liad beea exileci. TIc firsf fhingwvhen they metuma is to set up the worsh ip o
God. For a list of flie olferings sec flic lrst
dliapters of Lev. Fear-Tlîc people wbio Lad
strayeci inte fhe landcin tbeir absence were not
willing f.0 bave Israol refurn sud rebuilci,

'tabernacles-Sec Neh. viii, 14 17 ; Loy. 23: 34;
Dent. 16 :.13.

II. Vs. 7-9 Verse 7 is like the description -f
the preparafion for flic llrst temple, gctfiug
timber front Lebanon, etc., noarly five centuries
before. Sec 1 Ki. 5. The nioney granteci by Cyrus,
paid for the material. Second year-More than
a year was blicit in getting material, andi now,
-with Levifeti for foremen, fthc «vork liegis.

III. Vs. 10-13. IlLayiug the foundafion stone"
of dhurcies, etc,, -%vifh appropriate ceremonies,
now so conîmon, bas bore ifs origin.

Singiug bcuse. Probably Ps.- 106, 107,1.36,
137, sdperhaps others, Nvere sung.

Shoufing. IlThrce times flirce" cheers would
lie given ifh a %vill. With wbshtliearf tbey would
shout!1 How mucl If ineaut te themn ; freedom ;
God's favor mestoreci; their o'vn loveci temple
res;toreci; flicir brîgît future once more in view.

WVeeping IWhat made ftic old mon -%veep?
They thbugbt of the former temple wifh ifs long
hisfory, ls golden glory, ifs brigbitergloryof flie
briglif cloud over the rnercy seat Theyt tougît
t, o of flic sins thaf had 'wrouglit such ruin.

1. Where God's spirit guides alb,congregafious
will couic fogethor, and, sîîch uniteci action is
necessary f0 the highest success.

2. They put the alfar liefore tbe temple. Tt ie
i.ore imiportant to have a family altar thian a
fine bîouse; miorcimportant to have truc worsbip
iii youir clînrel flan fine architecture ; gonclxîss
is more important flan "lshow "iu the Pulpif.

3. Where fthc righit spirit is, there Nvill lie joy
in the progress of God's cause, andin u helping te
upbuild If.


